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The Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone 
 

Agenda of Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 2, 2023 

 
Dunchurch Community Centre 

 
and 

 
Join Zoom Meeting (Video) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89467512793 
 

 (Phone Call Only) 
Dial +1 647 558 0588 then Enter Meeting ID:  894 6751 2793#  

 
Meetings are recorded. Both the audio and video are posted on the Municipal Website 

_________________________________________________ 

 
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call        4:00 p.m. 
 

National Anthem 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement 
 

The Municipality of Whitestone recognizes all of Canada resides on traditional, unceded 
and/or treaty lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island.  

  
We recognize our Municipality on The Robinson Huron Treaty territory is home to many 
past, present and future Indigenous families.  

 
This acknowledgment of the land is a declaration of our commitment and collective 
responsibility to reconcile the past, and to honour and value the culture, history and 
relationships we have with one another. 

 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest  

 
3. Approval of Agenda ® 

 
4. Presentations and Delegations - None 

 
Move into Committee of the Whole ® 
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5. Planning Items  
5.1 Report – Planning Consultant  

Environmental Protection (EP) Zones 
Municipality of Whitestone Zoning By-law No 07-2018 ® 
 

5.2 Memo: Update on Salvatori et al, Application to Close and Purchase a section of 
Road Allowance ® 

 
5.3 Ambiance Fine Homes - Ontario Land Tribunal decision of March 10, 2023 ® 

 
6. Public Meeting - None 

 
7. Consent Agenda ® 

Items listed under the Consent Agenda are considered routine and will be enacted in one motion.  
A Member of Council may request one or more items to be removed from the Consent Agenda for 
separate discussion and/or action.   

 
7.1 Council and Committee Meeting Minutes 

7.1.1 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Thursday March 30, 2023 
7.1.2 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 4, 2023. 
7.1.3 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, April 11, 2023. 
7.1.4 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Thursday, April 13, 2023 
7.1.5 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Monday, April 24, 2023 
7.1.6 Cemetery Board Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, March 29, 2023 

 
7.2 Unfinished Business (listed on page 4) 
 
Matters Arising from Consent Agenda 

 
8. Accounts Payable 

8.1 Accounts Payable ® 
 

9. Staff Report 
(including reports carried over from the April 18, 2023 Council Meeting Agenda) 

9.1 Report PW-2023-05 
Update on Municipal Boat Launches ® 
 

9.2 Report PW-2023-06 
Tender Award for the Supply and Delivery of Gravel Materials ® 

 

9.3 Report PW-2023-08 
Award of contract to purchase a Water Tank ® 
 

9.4 Memo:  
2020-2022 Environmental Compliance Monitoring Report Aulds Road Landfill Site ® 
Link to full report: Municipality of Whitestone - Landfill Monitoring Reports 
 

9.5 Report BLDG-2023-02 
Building Services update and Building Permit activity – January 1 to March 31, 2023 ® 
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10. By-Laws 

10.1 By-law 30-2023, being a By-law to appoint an alternate By-law Enforcement Officer ®  
10.2 By-law 31-2023, being a By-law to close and stop up that part of the original concession 

road allowance between Lots 25 and 26, Concession 6 – GREENWOOD/JENNINGS ® 
10.3 Bylaw 32-2023, being a By-law to enter into a Third Lease Extension and Amending 

Agreement with the Liquor Control Board of Ontario ® 
 

11. Business Matters 
11.1 Items from April 4, 2023 Council meeting 

11.1.1 Town of Parry Sound letter regarding the Mega School, dated March 14, 
2023. ® 

11.1.2 Planning Items Invoices – Discussion request per Councillor Nash 
 

12. Correspondence 
12.1 Correspondence from April 4, 2023 Council meeting 
12.2 Correspondence from April 18, 2023 Council meeting 
12.3 New Correspondence 

 
Matters Arising from Correspondence 
 

13. Councillor Items 
 
14. Questions from the Public 
 
15. Confirming By-law ® 
 
16. Adjournment ® 
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Unfinished Business 
 

 
DATE 

 

 
ITEM AND DESCRIPTION 

 
ASSIGNED TO 

 
STATUS 

April 2019 Animal and Bird Control By-law Agricultural 
Committee 

DRAFT By-law for information and discussion 
presented at for the Regular Council meeting 
of October 4, 2022. 
 

For discussion by Council in 2023 

March 15, 
2021 

Review of By-law 20-2014 (being a By-law for the 
licensing, regulating/governing of rental units in 
Whitestone) 
 

Ad Hoc 
Committee 

On June 7, 2022 Council passed a By-law 
to amend the Municipality’s Zoning By-law 
in regards to a revision of the definition of 
Short-Term Rental Unit.  The last date for 
filing a notice of appeal was the 11th day of 
July, 2022 
 

A revised By-law for the licensing, 
regulating/governing of rental units and 
protocol is in process.  Further work on this 
issue to be done in 2023. 

Feb 22, 2022 Staff Report PW-2022-01 
Churlee Road Boat Launch  

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of 
Whitestone does hereby receive Staff Report PW-
2022-01 (Churlee Road Boat launch) for 
information,  

 

AND THAT the Council of the Municipality of 
Whitestone does hereby provide the following 
direction: 
 

Staff to investigate further requirements for boat 
launching on the north basin of Whitestone Lake. 
 
 

Manager of 
Public Works 

Report presented at the September 6, 2022 
Regular Council meeting. 
 

Follow-up from the September 6, 2022 
Council meeting – staff to consider the 
possibility of a boat launch adjacent to a 
CRA that runs off of Farley’s Road. 
 
Report to Council May 2, 2023 
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March 15, 
2022 

By-law 16-2022, being a By-law for a Zoning By-
law amendment to rezone Part of Lot 39, 
Concession A, geographic Township of McKenzie, 
now in the Municipality of Whitestone from the 
Rural (RU) Zone to a Rural (RU) Exception Zone – 
ANDERSON/PATTERSON  

Planning Staff 
and CBO 

To be reviewed with the Applicant January 2024 

July 5, 2022 AMBIANCE FINE HOMES INC. Proposed Zoning 
By-law amendment is to rezone part Lots 40 and 
41, Concession A, in the geographic Township of 
Hagerman and fronting on Highway 124, from the 
Industrial Pit (M2) Zone to the Industrial (M1) Zone. 

 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
receives the Ambiance Fine Homes Inc. Proposed 
Zoning By-law amendment to rezone part of Lots 
40 and 41, Concession A, in the geographic 
Township of Hagerman and fronting on Highway 
124, from the Industrial Pit (M2) Zone to the 
Industrial (M1) Zone for information. 

 

AND THAT the following direction is hereby 
provided with respect to the next steps: 

 

A peer review to be conducted of the planning, 
environmental, and socio-economic issues 
associated with the application to address the 
questions raised by the public, and suggest 
mitigation measures, at the applicant’s cost 

CAO/Clerk and 
Planning 
Consultant 

 
OLT Settlement hearing March 10, 2022 
 

By-law and documents now received and provided 
to Council and the Public in the May 2, 2023 
Council meeting agenda package. 

December 5, 
2022 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
does hereby approve the use of the Farley’s Road 
boat launch parking area for non-deeded access 
users at no charge, for the 2022-2023 winter 
season; 
 

AND THAT Staff be requested to report back to 
Council by April 2023 in respect of parking capacity 
at the Farley’s Road boat launch property and 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Manager of 
Public Works 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report to Council May 2, 2023 
 

Page 5 of 219 



Page 6 of 8 

 

options for increased access for non-deeded 
access users; 
 

AND THAT the title instruments on each of the 12 
registry pins be obtained to verify their rights in 
title. 

 
 
 
Planning 
Assistant 
 

 
 
 
Confirmed – each of the 12 lots have rights in title 
to the Farley’s Road Parking area 
 

January 10, 
2023 

Council will invite the new Chairperson of the 
Belvedere Board of Management as well as 
Township of McKellar Councillor Debbie Zulak to 
speak to Council in the future about Belvedere 
Heights and Life Leases 

Administrative 
Staff 

April 4, 2023 date cancelled, new date to be 
determined 

March 7, 2023 Staff update the Critical Illness Insurance 
Coverage from the current amount 
$10,000.00 to $20,000.00 per Council 
Member 
 

Treasurer Under review by the Insurance Company with the 
2023 insurance renewal process 

 Staff to work with the Magnatawan Pioneer 
Association to discuss options that will 
include boat storage to be permitted, 
winches will be permitted, no docks or 
storage boxes permitted and the 
Municipality assumes no liability or 
responsibility. 

CAO and staff Meeting to be arranged in mid-April due to 
availability of Magnatawan Pioneer Association 
representatives 

March 21, 
2023 

Completion of Audio-Visual upgrades at the 
Dunchurch Community Centre 

 
THAT the Municipality engage an Audio/Visual 
consultant to produce a specification for purposes 
of tendering for the required equipment and 
installation to complete the Community Centre 
Audio/Visual system 

 
 
 
TBD 

 
 
 
Timing to be determined 

 

END
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Correspondence 
 
(listed in the order they were received by the Clerks Department) 
 
Correspondence from the Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday April 4, 2023 
 

A. Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry letter regarding changes to Ontario 
Regulation 161/17 under the Public Lands Act dated March 17, 2023. 

B. Town of Essex resolution regarding Short-Term Rental Units dated March 17, 2023. 
C. Municipality of Calvin resolution regarding a moratorium on pupil accommodation 

reviews dated March 14, 2023. 
D. Lake of Bays resolution regarding the Municipality of Trent Lakes changes to the Oath of 

Office dated March 14, 2023. 
E. FONOM Executive Award Call for Nominations and the Executive Award Nomination 

Form. 
F. Town of Essex resolution regarding the reinstatement of Legislation permitting a 

Municipality to retain surplus proceeds from Tax Sales dated March 22, 2023. 
G. Ministry of the Attorney General letter regarding Royal Assent of Bill 46, Less Red Tape, 

Stronger Ontario Act, 2023 dated March 24, 2023.  
H. Ministry for Seniors and Accessibility letter regarding Senior of the Year dated March, 

2023. 
I. Email from Sue Hicks-Green regarding a by-law for control of cats dated March 22, 

2023. 
 
Correspondence from the Regular Council Meeting – Tuesday April 18, 2023 
 

J. Town of Parry Sound resolution regarding Bill 5, Stop the Harassment and Abuse by 
Local Leaders Act, 2022 dated April 4, 2023. 

K. Township of McKellar resolution regarding the new Mega School dated April 4, 2023. 
L. Township of Clearview resolution regarding barriers for women in politics dated April 5, 

2023. 
M. Township of South Glengarry resolution regarding a request to lift the moratorium on 

pupil accommodation reviews (and school closure) prior to end of the 2022-2023 school 
year dated April 3, 2023. 

N. Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing letter regarding “The Helping Homebuyers, 
Protecting Tenants Act” dated April 6, 2023. 

O. CN Rail Right-of-Way Vegetation Control letter and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 
dated April 12, 2023. 

 
New Correspondence  
 

P. Township of Carling resolution regarding Mega School dated April 12, 2023. 
Q. Municipality of South Huron resolution regarding School Bus Stop Arm Cameras dated 

April 12, 2023. 
R. Municipality of Trent Lakes resolution regarding Oath of Office dated February 28, 2023. 
S. Women’s Own Resource Centre letter regarding programming dated April 11, 2023. 
T. Near North District School Board Parry Sound JK-12 Build Community Feedback Report 
U. Near North District School Board letter regarding the Mega School dated April 14, 2023. 
V. Municipality of Municipal Affairs and Housing letter regarding Helping Homebuyers, 

Protecting Tenants Act changes dated April 6, 2023. 
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W. Georgian Bay Biosphere letter regarding the Regional Climate Action Plan dated April 
18, 2023. 

X. Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks email regarding 2023 Day of 
Action dated April 19, 2023. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION (EP) ZONES 

Municipality of Whitestone Zoning by-law No 07-2018. 
 
March 15, 2023 
 
In 2022, a land owner drained an area of wetland on his property that had been created 
by beaver dams many years ago. 
 
In a previous zoning By-Law (No. 10-2005). The subject beaver dam and adjacent 
waters were zoned Environmental Protection (EP). 
 

 

5.1
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The draining of the wetland created by beaver dams, caused an outcry by Lorimer Lake 
residents who were concerned over adverse impacts on the lake water quality, fish 
habitat and wetland loss. 
 
The agencies responsible for the protection of heritage features; Natural Resources 
(MNRF); Environmental Conservation and Parks (MECP); and the Federal Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans (D.F.O.), took no action in this instance although they often 
appear to be inconsistent in their respective enforcement approaches. 
 
A council report was prepared in June, 2022 giving direction to the question of how 
council should proceed respecting local wetlands. (copy attached). It was determined 
that council requested the following. 
 

i. Report on EP Zones that were inadvertently eliminated from the zoning 
maps in By-Law No. 10-2005; 
 

ii. A sample Fill By-Law; 
 

iii. A sample Site Alteration By-Law; 
 

iv. How EP zones are managed in other municipalities. 
 
EARLY DIRECTIONS 
 

1. In the early to mid 1980’s, we introduced Environmentally Sensitive zones, 
sometimes referred to as Environmental Protection (EP) Zones. 
 
The extent of these zones reflected boundaries of marshes, wetlands or 
aquatic areas adjacent to waterfront properties. 
 
These ES or EP areas were established using aerial photography and were 
overlain on early zoning by-laws in the region. 
 
It needs to be understood that these EP/ES zoned lands were established by 
John Jackson long before there was any provincial guidelines or criteria. 
 
The various types of wetlands or areas having high water tables were 
believed to be not only unsuitable for development but important for 
preserving important ecosystems. A publication describes the seven (7) types 
of wetlands that existed in the province (circa 1980).  
 

2. In the early 1990’s, the province in conjunction with federal fishery biologist 
devised a Fish Habitat typing protocol and a data base was created to 
inventory Type 1, Type 2 and Type 3 Fish Habitats. 
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This typing was carried out through aerial reconnaissance and plotted on the Ontario 
Base Mapping. 
 
There are no PSW’s identified in the Municipality, but only because none have been 
evaluated. 

 
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry is responsible for designating PSW’s. 
 
DATA SOURCE 
 
The data used to define EP/ES areas comes from: 

 
1. J.J.’s air photo interpretation (localized wetlands/shoreline vegetation) 
 
2. M.N.R. Fish Habitat mapping (data provided on OBM mapping and now on 

wpsgn.ca) 
 

3. P.S.W.’s Designated by M.N.R. (none currently in Municipality). 
 
The original zoning By-Law, No 10-2005 included ES zonings from all of the above that 
were transcribed manually to the wpsgn. 

 
This fish habitat mapping was ultimately plotted on the West Parry Sound Geographic 
Network (WPSGN) where the Type 1 Habitat was flagged and ultimately showed up in 
municipal zoning by-laws as ES or EP zones. 
 
WETLANDS 
 
In 1983, the province created an evaluation system for wetlands in southern Ontario 
and further evaluation for Northern Ontario in 1993. 
 
The evaluation system is based upon the accumulation of “points” related to heritage 
features found in the wetland. 
 
The evaluation system is somewhat biased towards confirming that a wetland is 
“significant”. Any wetland that reaches a 600 point level is considered provincially 
significant (PSW). 
 
It is important to note that any wetland that is deemed to have potential habitat for an 
endangered species, e.g. blandings turtles, hognose or massasauga snakes, would be 
automatically rated as a PSW. 
 
Does the Municipality wish to advance more detailed restrictions on site disturbances or 
alteration? Sample fill and site alteration by-laws are attached. This can be a level of 
control that the Municipality may wish to delay given its management and enforcement 
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responsibilities that can require significant additional resources in terms of staff and 
budget. 
 
It is worthwhile to re-instate the localized EP’s from the former By-Law? If the 
Municipality ultimately wishes to consider a future site alteration By-Law or a fill By-Law 
to regulate wetlands, the old EP’s need to be including in the zoning By-Law. 
 
Is it worthwhile to replace the old EP’s regardless? As an information exercise, perhaps. 
The task would take 2-3 days of drafting to re-instate. Does this direction get welcomed 
by property owners that had EP’s removed and now returned? Probably not. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The most recent zoning By-Law replaced the manual data (tracings that were digitized 
from multiple sources: M.N.R.: M.P.A.C.; air photos, windshield surveys) with 
Geographic Information System (G.I.S.) data sets produced by 
M.N.R./M.P.A.C./Teranet through Land Information Ontario (L.I.O.). 
 
Those features not contained in L.I.O. data sets (e.g. J.J.’s EP zones) did not translate 
in to the new By-Law. 
 
Was this an error? Not particularly. PSW’s or fish habitats or other significant features 
did get translated in to the new zoning By-Law. Whether a nonsignificant wetland is 
zoned or not, the legislation protecting heritage features either becomes triggered or it 
does not. More succinctly, will MECP enforce its own legislation? 
 
The filling of a wetland or the draining of a beaver swamp (Lorimer Lake Resort) can 
take place either by permit or by a property owner ignoring risks. 
 
Lands that are zoned EP, unless they are PSW’s or critical fish habitats, can only be 
protected if the Municipality has the implementing legislation to restrict such 
disturbances. These types of controls are set out in site alteration or fill by-laws. 
 
AREA MUNICIPALITIES 
 

 FILL BY-
LAW 

SITE ALTERATION  
By-Law 

EP ZONES 

SEGUIN ✓ ✓ 1 

TOWN ✓  1 

CARLING   2 

MCKELLAR   1 

MCDOUGALL   1 

GEORGIAN BAY 
TOWNSHIP 

✓ ✓ 1 
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THE 
ARCHIPELAGO 

✓ ✓ 
Being developed 

3 

 
The tendency for many area municipalities is towards establishing fill and site alteration 
by-laws. These come at a cost. 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
Council may wish to establish a committee to consider the matter and bring back a 
recommendation. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
John Jackson 
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MUHICIPATITY O'

A Municipality of Whitestone
Report to Council

trAlhitestone

Prepared for: Council

Agenda Date: June 7, 2022

Department: Administration

Report No : Admin -2022-09

Subject:
Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond

Recommendation:
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive report ADMIN-2022-
09 (Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond) for information.

Purpose of the Repoft
At the May 17 , 2022 Regular Council meeting, staff were requested to prepare an information

report for the June 7, 2022 Council meeting in respect of the above referenced property,

This report was written in collaboration and with information provided by Planner John
Jackson.

Background:
ln December 2021it was brought to the attention of the Municipality that work was being

undertaken on the Lorimer Lake Resort property. The specific area of concern was a wetland

and beaver pond.

The Municipality received numerous complaints and inquiries in respect of the work that was

being done by the owners (i.e. release of beaver dams and draining of the wetland area). The
concerns included:

. Wetland is currently being drained and filled by the owners

. Possible destruction of habitat for numerous species including species at risk

. Possible silt deposited in Lorimer Lake; Lorimer Lake is sensitive Trout Lake

The owner of the property advised that the work being done was intended to
r Alleviate seasonal flooding issues and protect the existing septic systems
. Make improvements to the property in general
. Mitigate the property from 'sinking' due to the inundation of water

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond
Page 1 of6
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At the request of the Municipality in early January 2Q22,lhe owners agreed to stop work in the

wetland area in question until such time as external agencies reviewed the matter and

consideration was given to the question of environmental concerns.

The owners commissioned an environmental review by Azimuth Environmental Consulting lnc.

(Technical memo attached as ATTACHMENT A for information, with the permission of the

property owners). The Municipality reached out to a number of external agencies who reviewed

the issue and provided comment.

Analysis:

EXTERNAL AGENCY REVIEW AND COMMENT

Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO)

Email dated: May 19,2022

Amanda Conway
Biologist I Biologiste
Fisheries and Oceans Canada
Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program

I have concluded the DFO review of the work completed at the Lorimer Lake Resort at
g2 Swords Road in Dunchurch, Ontario. After the April 29, 2O22 sile visit completed by

myself (Amanda Conway) and Travis Mooney, I have no evidence that a harmful

alieration, disruption or destruction (HADD) of fish habitat has taken place in a

waterbody that is subject to the federal Fisheries Acf. Due to the lack of fish passage

between the wetland and Lorimer Lake, DFO is not able to comment on the work that

was completed within the wetland.

For the outlet channel that connects the wetland to Lorimer Lake, this channelwould be

considered fish habitat and any work that takes place there is subject the Flsheries Acf

due to its seasonal connection to Lorimer Lake that is accessible by fish. The work

completed to date in this outlet channel does not represent a HADD nor does the

shoreline work completed on site. I observed no HADD in the nearshore of Lorimer Lake

where the outlet channel connects.

To conclude, DFO has closed their file on the work that took place on the property. lf there

are any concerns for work happening within Lorimer Lake or the outlet channel, please

contact Amanda.Conwav@dfo-mpo.qc.ca or FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.qc.ca to

report. Our manOate timits uJio review physical changes in fish habitat (dredging, infilling,

placement of new materials in the water) and any sedimentation concerns should be

reported through the province

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond
Page 2 of 6
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Note: The property owner has advised that he is aware he will need to follow up with

DFO and follow Fish Habitat protocols when upgrading docks.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)

Species at Risk Branch

Email dated: May 9,2O22

Mandy Shepherd
A/Fish and Wildlife Technical Specialist, Permissions Section

Species at Risk Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP)

The Species at Risk Branch is discussing the project activities with the proponent to

advise on existing obligations under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) and

ensure that any further activities proposed remain compliant with the ESA' The ESA

provides protections for species at risk listed as threatened or endangered under O. Reo

23O|OB and their habitat.

The ESA does not prevent development; development may be authorized under the

ESA, which ensures suitable mitigation and avoidance measures are taken to minimize

impacts to species at risk, When avoidance of impacts to species at risk is not possible,

an authorization may be sought in the form of an Overall Benefit Permit to ensure

beneficial actions are completed to provide a benefit the species impacted.

Email dated: May 2O,2022

The information I've provided is general ESA guidance, and can be shared if

appropriate. You may advise the public that the MECP is involved and are looking into

the matter,

Note: the property owner is aware that further work with MECP will be required in

respect of species at risk studies.

Although the Municipality has no jurisdiction in the matter, Staff will continue to follow up

MECP on the timing and details of the studies.

Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNDMNRF)

MNDMNRF are responsible for Provincially Significant Wetlands (PSW) whether they

are on private or Crown land, as well as 'shore lands'. lt was established early on that

the lands in question were not PSW.

MNDMNRF has not provided any correspondence on the matter.

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond
Page 3 of 6
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MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE OFFICIAL PLAN

The following sections of the Municipality of Whitestone Official Plan (OP)speak to Provincially

Significant Wegands. lt should be noted however that the subject wetland is not identified as

such in the Natural Heritage Features mapping of the OP and in fact there are no Provincially

Significant Wetlands in the Municipality of Whitestone'

ln addition, the beaver pond does not appear on the 1981 Ontario Base Mapping. lt would appear that

the wetland must have been created some time after 1981'

Excerpt from the Official Plan:

12.A.4
No development or site alteration is permitted within Provincially significant Wetlands or significant

coastal welands. lf development is proposed within or adjacent to other significant natural heritage

features, a site assessment is required to determine if those features are present and to determine if

further study is required to prevent negative impacts on the feature or its ecologicalfunction'

12.0.5
Adjacent lands are those lands that are within:

a) 120 metres of: significant habitat of endangered and threatened species; provincially significant

welands; significint coastalwetlands; significant woodlands and valley lands; Areas of Natural

and Scienlific lnterest (life science); and fish habitat

b) S0 metres of Areas of Natural and Scientific lnterest (earth science)

c) 300 metres of at-capacity inland lake trout lakes on the Canadian Shield

An Official plan is a poticydocument that guides the short-term and long-term development in a

community. The policies within the op ptoluio" direction for the size and location of land uses, provision

of municipal services and facilities, and preparation of regulatory By-laws to controlthe development

and use of land.

CURRENT AND PREVIOUS ZONING ON THE LORIMER LAKE RESORT LANDS

The current Zoning of the Lorimer Lake Resort property is Tourist commercial (c2) (ATTACHMENT D)'

A portion of the shoreline is zoned Environmental Protection (EP) to reflect Type 1 Fish Habitat'

Historically, the Resort was zoned in a variety of zones including Tourist Commerciat (c2), lndustrial Pit

(M2), Rural (RU), Environmental protection (-Ep) that applies to the wetland and the criticalfish habitat'

(ATTACHMENT C).

The question has been asked regarding the rationale for the consolidation of the resort Zoning to

Tourist commercial (c2). The following explains how this happened.

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond
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ln 2016, the mapping platform was transformed from Auto Cad to the West Parry Sound Geographic

lnformation System iO.l S). The G.l.S. gathered layers of data through parcel-based information

combined with other agency parameters. Licensed pits came foruvard as M2, Fish Habitat and MNR

recognized wetlands came fonruard as EP.

Because the whole of Lorimer Lake Resort was categorized as commercial, the Zone for the parcel

came forward as C2 and apart from the Fish Habitat (EP), the whole of the property received the

commercial Zoning. This transformation would have been authenticated by Council's adoption of the

The effect of the current Zoning was to drop the M2, drop the RU, drop the EP and zone all of the non

fish habitat lands as C2. As there are no Zoning provisions for non-significant wetlands, from a Zoning

perspective only, the changes did not have a practical impact'

Shoutd the beaver pond have remained in an EP zone?

After examining the 1984 air photo (ATTACHMENT B) it would appear that the former EP Zoning of the

weland was an appropriate category. What does the EP zone mean? From the Municipality's

perspective, the EP zone relates only to the use of land. ln other words, a structure could not be built in

any part of the property zoned EP and in practicalterms this would not be done. lt should be noted that

nuitding a road or iitting lano for the purpose of building a road, is not a 'structure' or a land use that is

controlled under a Zoning BY-law.

The Zoning By-law includes a general provision governing dredging and filling.

Excerptfrom the Zoning BY'law:

3.20 Dredging and Filling
No person shall dredge or fill any navigable watenrvay or wetland unless:

a) specifically authorized by Special Exceptions;

b) such lands or waters are zoned in a Commercial Zone or in an lndustrial Pit Zone-

All dredging and filling must be authorized by any governmental organization having jurisdiction.

Note: ln order to capture the referenced jurisdiction per 3.20, the By-laws noted below would

need to be enacted.

Next Steps for Consideration

Should the Municipality wish to have jurisdiction over altering and filling local wetlands, Council can:

a) enact a By-law to regulate "site alteration"; or
b) enact a "fill By-law" that would require permits before any fill could be placed on local wetlands'

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands I beaver pond
Page 5 of 6
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The loss of former Ep Zoning on the subject and other historic wetlands can be resolved in the Zoning

By-law by returning to the use of the data layer created in the 1990's, that is found in former Zoning By-

laws. A Zoning By-law amendment would be required for this effort.

Respectfully submitted by:

l-'

Michelle
CAO/Clerk

Attachments:

ATTACHMENT A.

ATTACHMENT B.
ATTACHMENT C -
ATTAHCMENT D -

Technical Memo from Azimuth Environmental Consultants lnc., Fish Habitat

Assessment - 92 Swords Road, Dunchurch dated February 4,2022
Air photo Lorimer Lake Resort lands (1984)

Map showing old Zoning
Map showing current Zoning

Lorimer Lake Resort property - wetlands / beaver pond
Page 6 of 6
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ATTACHMENT A

Technical Memorandum

To: Antanda Conway - Biologist, Fisheries and Ocealrs Canada

Cc: Wes Wyrwa - Marketing I)irector, Westech Group of Contpanies

llc: Fish Hatritat Assessmet*-92 Srvortls Road, Dunchurch - Ontario

From: Matt Stuart - Fisheries Ecologist/Pa$ner, Azinruth Environntental Consulting

Project:22-A7l

Date: Feblrnry 4't', 2022

At tlre request of Mr. Wes Wyrwa, On January 18tt' 2022, Azimuth Environtnental

Consulting Inc. (Azimuth) completed a f rsh lrabitat assessment of the existing conditions

retated to fish habitat at 90 and 92 Swords Road, Dunchurch Ontario. As a result of some

recent worlcs onsite involvirrg a beaver dam/beaver pond, Tlre Depafiment of Fislreries

and Oceans Canada (DFO) had been contacted to investigate furlher and has requested

the fol lowing inforrnation :

. Summary of the in-water work completed to date on the property including

details ori uny beaver dams removed, culvetts installed, and/or work completed

within the wetted width of the wettand on the prope$y (92 Swords Road);

r Summary of the se<Jiment and erosion controls installed on site to prevent

sediment laden water fi'om entering any fish bearing watercourse (Lorimer Lake

ol the wetland); and
o Photos of the cunent state of the site wlret'e work has been completed.

Below is a summary of the cun-eltt existing conditions and information requested by

DFO, based on the January lStt'2022 site inspection, and the descriptions given by Mr.

Wyrwa. Of note, atthe tiine of the site inspection, winter conditions (complete snow/ice

covemge on all features/completed works) limited the fish habitat assessment

accordingly.

Existing Conditions:
The woiks in question relate to a beaver pond featut'e that is located within the footprint

of a historical catcite mine site (see attached figures). Review of available backgroutrd

information shows the area zoned as "Historical Mine Site" and there were no wetland

designations (evaluated/unevaluated) found in provincial rnapping databases' According

to M*r. Wyrwa, the beaver pond has a seasonal/annual fluctuating water levelwherc as the

poncl fills will water during the spring freshet/snowmelt, and depending on the year,

"ith"r 
floods over the road access at 90 Swords Rd towards Lorimer Lake, seeps through

the road access at 90 Swords Rd towards Lorimer Lake, or remains within the low-lying

areas within the footprint of the beaver pond. Mr'. Wyrwa has indicated that the wetted

ar.eas of the beaver pond can completely dry ouVbecome isolated drrring the summer

months dependent on the year, and remain dly/completely frozen throughout winters.
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Currently, thcre is no direct access (culverts/bridges) between Lorimer Lake and the

beaverptnd, as no culvertexistswithin the road fbotplintof 90 Swords Rd. Fish passage

befween Loritrrer Lake and the beaver poncl does not exist. Due to steep topography and

the existence of Flighwa y 124, the beaver pond is also isolated from the east of Highway

124, and no upstream fish passage exists.

At the downstream (west) side of the 90 Swords Rd access road, a swale feature exists.

This swale is seasonally flowing, accepting the seepage/flooded flows from the beaver

pond, flowing across the tLaileriites/propertie s of 92 Swords Rd before discharging into

Lorimer [,ake. As viewed in summer air photo interpretation, this swale becomes fully

vegetated/manicured grass during the summer months, limiting the feature to seasonal

indirect fish habitat that is seasonally connected to the direct fish habitat found within

Lorimer Lake.

Summary of the in-water work completed to date:

At the time of the January l8'h 2022 inspection, the following in-water works had been

completed on the beaver pond/seasonal swale:

r An approximately 8m wide section of the historical beaver dam remnants had

been removed;
r An approximately 4m wide,40m long access road had been constructed into the

beaver pond;
. The swale had been cleaned out from previous sedimentation/erosion; and

o A CSP culvert was replaced on the swale in a trail/access road crossing locatiott.

As previously mentioned, due to the timing of the inspection it was difficult to assess if
anyof the wolks described above were completed "in-water"' At the time of the

inspection, there was very limited areas of ice/standing water in the footprints of the work

areas, making the areas appear "dry", depicting as dry land with snow covefage'

Summary of the sediment and erosion controls installed:
At the time of the January lSth 2022 inspection, sediment and erosion controls installed to

date included straw-bale ctreck darns initalled within the swale located downstteam of the

beaver pond. Exposed soils/stockpiles frorn the beaver dam removal/access toad works

wer.e limited to tihe footprint of the actual works and rcmained stable due to their

frozenlsnow covered *uiu.". At the time of the inspection, there was no obselations of
instability/sediment deposition/erosion within the beaver pond, the swale, or at the

shoreline of Lorimer Lake.

Photos ofthe current state ofthe site:
Please see the attached photos of the worksite on January I9't'2022

2
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Pleasefeelfreetocontacttheundersignedifyouhaveanyquestionsorrequireany
additional inforrnation'

Yours trulY,
AZIMUTH ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING INC

4f
Matt Stuart, B'Env.Sc'
Fisheries Ecologist/Paftner

3
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CRA Close and Convey Application – Salvatori et al  Page 1 of 2 

 

21 Church Street 

Dunchurch, Ontario P0A 1G0 

Phone:  705-389-2466   Fax: 705-389-1855 

 

www.whitestone.ca 

E-mail:  info@whitestone.ca 

 

MEMORANDUM 
To: Mayor and Council 

 
From: Paula Macri, Planning Assistant 

 
Date: April 18, 2023 

 
Re: Update on Application to Close a Road Allowance 

Salvatori et al 

 
This memo is a follow-up to Council in respect of an email received from Mr. Ryan O’Hare 
regarding the status of the above referenced application. 
 
Background 
 
Daniel Salvatori, James Enslen, Brent Kaufman and Ryan O’Hare entered into an 
Encroachment Agreement with the Municipality of Whitestone on July 19, 2017 (By-law 33-
2017).  Attachment A shows the section of the unopened road allowance which the 
Encroachment Agreement relates to. 
 
An application to close and purchase a road allowance was received January 29, 2022 from 
Daniel Salvatori, James Enslen, Brent Kaufman and Ryan O’Hare and subsequently a cheque 
dated February 14, 2022. 
 
Moving forward with the application was unfortunately delayed.  CAO Hendry and I spoke with 
Mr. Salvatori in early April and apologized for the delay in moving the request forward.  A report 
was requested from Planner John Jackson on April 11, 2022.  
 
The report from John Jackson was also unfortunately delayed.  
 
On August 5, 2023 Planner John Jackson and I attended the road allowance in question (not 
CAO Hendry as indicated by Mr. O’Hare). We wanted to have a visual of the property in 
question (which is typical of similar applications) and understand the geography of the location. 
 
At the September 20, 2022 Council meeting, the Planner's report was presented (Attachment 
B), and an approval in principle was provided by resolution, with a number of conditions. One of 
the typical conditions was as follows: 
 

That all practices, polices and procedures of the Municipality of Whitestone be followed 
for closing of Municipal Road Allowances, including notification of adjoining property 
owners. 

 
 

5.2
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CRA Close and Convey Application – Salvatori et al  Page 2 of 2 

 

After receiving approval in principle from Council, notifications were sent to adjoining property 
owners who have lands next to the road allowance.  This is done after the planner's report has 
been presented to Council to ensure approval in principle 
 
One of the abutting property owners approached the Municipality with concerns that selling the 
section of road allowance would essentially cut off access along the road allowance.  This 
owner indicated an interest in purchasing half of the road allowance abutting their property (this 
is an option Council typically offers to abutting property owners). 
 
There is a uniqueness to the application and the situation which is illustrated in Attachment C, 
whereby, if the abutting property owner(s) petition Council and were approved to purchase half 
of the road allowance contemplated to be sold, Salvatori et all would essentially be cut off from 
access to their property.   
 
Abutting property owner(s) indicated interest in purchasing part of the road allowance.  At 
Council’s request, staff and the Municipal Planner were asked to work with the interested parties 
and attempt to find a solution.  However, we were unable to do so. 
 
Due to the length of time this application took, not only to be presented to Council, but also to 
consider and discuss the issue with the abutting property owner(s) who had an interest in 
purchasing half the road allowance, consideration was given to a partial refund.  This is not the 
normal practice; however, CAO Hendry felt it was fair under the circumstances.  A refund of 
$500 was provided from the $1000 administration fee. 
 
The Municipality will write a formal letter to Salvatori et al confirming that there is no longer a 
need for them to carry insurance and that they may cross the road allowance as any member of 
the public is entitled to.  We understand no further upgrades to the road allowance are 
contemplated by Salvatori et al (which was the original reason for having an encroachment 
agreement and insurance in place.) 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Attachment A - illustration of the section of the unopened road allowance per By-law 33-2017 
 
Attachment B – John Jackson, Planner’s report dated September 14, 2022 
 
Attachment C – illustration of the purchase of half of the road allowance contemplated to be sold 
to adjoining property owner(s) 
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PLAN 42R- 3946

ASSISTANT EXAMINER OF SURVEYS

PLAN 42R — 3946

RECORDED UNDER N« 95414_

R EGISTERED FEBRUARY 7, 1975

DEPUTY LAND REGISTRAR

PLAN AND HELD NOTES OF SURVEY OF
PART OF LOT 23. CONCESSION HI
TOWNSHIP OF mckenzie
DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND,
SCALE I INCH = SO FEET
PAUL F. FORTH, O.L.S. — 1974

fd. Ti e

66 FOOT ROAD ALLOWANC E

CONCESSIONS 2

PART I , PART OF PARCEL 134 P S N. S.

M.P.S.-4948

NOTE
DISTANCES ARE IN FEET AND DECIMALS THEREOF

HANGING LINES HAVE BEEN VERIFIED

BEARINGS ARE ASTRONOMIC DERIVED FROM THE
SOUTHERLY LIMIT OF SECd^DARY HIGH WAY NO. 520 ,
COURSE N 60° 14'30' E , ASSUMED AS SHOW! ON PLAN
P-7154-6) L.T.O. NO. 53069

surveyor's CERTIFICA^ E
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT;

I. THIS SURVEY AND PLAN ARE CORRECT AND IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE SURVEYS ACT, THl
LAND TITLES ACT ANO THE REGULATIONS MADE

‘THEREUNDER.
2.1 WAS PRESENT AND DID PERSONALLY SUPERVISE

THE SURVEY REPRESENTED BY THIS PLAN

3 THIS SURVEY CONTAIN A TRUE COPY OF THE
FIELD NOTES

4- THIS SURVEY WAS COMPLETED ON THE 3 TH. DAY
OF DECEMBER 19 74 .

16^1974
PARRY SOUND ,
ONTARIO.

-

PAUL F. FORTH
ONTARIO LAND SURVEYOR

ORIGINAL

1028 HWY 520

  1024 HWY 520

RIGHT OF WAY TO SALVATORI ET AL

BETWEEN
By-law 33-2017 Encroachment Agreement

AND  3

SALVATORI ET AL - 100 ACRES

ATTACHMENT A
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PROPOSED ROAD ALLOWANCE PURCHASE 
 
PART OF CONCESSION ALLOWANCE 
 
BETWEEN CONCESSION 2 & 3, LOT 23/24 
 
GEOGRAPHIC Township OF MCKENZIE 
 
APPLICANTS: James Enslen 
      Brent  Kaufman 
      Daniel Salvatori 
      Ryan O’Hare 
 
September 14, 2022 
 
APPLICATION PURPOSE 
 
Salvatori et al owns Lot 24, Concession 2 in the geographic Township of McKenzie. The 
land is presently “land locked” and the owners wish to purchase the Municipal 
Concession Road Allowance. 
 

 
 

ATTACHMENT B
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The owners are requesting to acquire the road allowance that comes across the right-
of-way being Part 1 on plan 42R-3946. 
 
The subject lands proposed to be acquired are illustrated on Part 1 of Reference Plan 
42R-3946. 
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OFFICIAL PLAN POLICY 
 
The following policies apply to municipal road allowance. 
 

9.04 Municipal Road Allowance 
 

Improvements to municipal road allowances that are not maintained are not 
permitted unless the following occurs: 

 
9.04.1 the Municipality declares the road allowance surplus and the municipal 

road allowance is stopped up and sold in accordance with the provisions 
of the Municipal Act; or 

 
9.04.2 the road is brought up to a municipal standard and assumed by the 

Municipality for maintenance purposes; or 
 
 
9.04.3 the proponents of the road allowance improvements enter into legal 

agreement with the Municipality that includes provisions for 
indemnification of liability, signage and liability insurance; and 

 
9.04.4 it has been demonstrated that the proposal conforms with Section 12.0 - 

Natural Heritage of the official plan. Prior to approval, the Municipality 
shall require an assessment by a qualified professional to demonstrate 
that there are no adverse environmental impacts. 

 
9.04.5 The above policy applies to any crossing of an unopened road 

allowance. 
 
9.04.6 Where an abutting owner requests to use or authorize a historical use of 

a portion of a road allowance for any use permitted by this Plan, the 
municipality may consider the request subject to the following: 

 
(i) there is no immediate access use for the road allowance; 

(ii) the use is authorized by the municipality, that may include an 
agreement; 

(iii) the land owner is aware of the potential removal of any buildings 
or structures on short term notice; 

(iv) circulation of the request to adjacent owners that may have an 
interest; and 

(v) compliance with the zoning by-law. 
 
Any permission to authorize the use of or occupation of an unassumed 
road allowance is not to be interpreted to confer any road frontage 
compliance as otherwise required by this Plan. 

 
In accordance with the above policies, there is general support for stopping up road 
allowance that will have no future purpose for public access. 
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It is understood that the applicants wish to own the land in contrast to have an authority 
agreement to cross for insurance purposes. 
 
There has been a neighbour express a concern over a drainage issue. The road way 
has been constructed and some water has been dammed by the failure to place a 
culvert across the drainage area. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Council may consider the proposed stopping up, closing and selling of the subject 
concession allowance as applied for by Daniel Salvatori et al in principle, subject to the 
following conditions: 
 

1. Preparation of a draft survey; 
 

2. Obtaining an appraisal of the value of the land proposed to be sold; 
 

3. Placement of the appropriately sized culvert to eliminate any drainage issue; 
 

4. Subject to the rules and procedures including costs for the sales of municipal 
road allowance; 
 

5. That closure of the part of the municipal road allowance requested does not 
remove access from any adjoining lands; 
 

6. That the applicant pays all associated costs and fees; and 
 

7. That all practises, policies and procedures of the Municipality be followed for 
closing of Municipal Road Allowances, including notification of adjoining property 
owners. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
 

 
 
John Jackson M.C.I.P., R.P.P. 
JJ;jc 
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PLAN 42R- 3946

ASSISTANT EXAMINER OF SURVEYS

PLAN 42R — 3946

RECORDED UNDER N« 95414_

R EGISTERED FEBRUARY 7, 1975

DEPUTY LAND REGISTRAR

PLAN AND HELD NOTES OF SURVEY OF
PART OF LOT 23. CONCESSION HI
TOWNSHIP OF mckenzie
DISTRICT OF PARRY SOUND,
SCALE I INCH = SO FEET
PAUL F. FORTH, O.L.S. — 1974

fd. Ti e

66 FOOT ROAD ALLOWANC E

CONCESSIONS 2

PART I , PART OF PARCEL 134 P S N. S.

M.P.S.-4948

NOTE
DISTANCES ARE IN FEET AND DECIMALS THEREOF

HANGING LINES HAVE BEEN VERIFIED

BEARINGS ARE ASTRONOMIC DERIVED FROM THE
SOUTHERLY LIMIT OF SECd^DARY HIGH WAY NO. 520 ,
COURSE N 60° 14'30' E , ASSUMED AS SHOW! ON PLAN
P-7154-6) L.T.O. NO. 53069

surveyor's CERTIFICA^ E
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT;

I. THIS SURVEY AND PLAN ARE CORRECT AND IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE SURVEYS ACT, THl
LAND TITLES ACT ANO THE REGULATIONS MADE

‘THEREUNDER.
2.1 WAS PRESENT AND DID PERSONALLY SUPERVISE

THE SURVEY REPRESENTED BY THIS PLAN

3 THIS SURVEY CONTAIN A TRUE COPY OF THE
FIELD NOTES

4- THIS SURVEY WAS COMPLETED ON THE 3 TH. DAY
OF DECEMBER 19 74 .

16^1974
PARRY SOUND ,
ONTARIO.

-

PAUL F. FORTH
ONTARIO LAND SURVEYOR

ORIGINAL

  

RIGHT OF WAY TO SALVATORI ET AL

AND  3

SALVATORI ET AL - 100 ACRES

BETWEEN

owner of 1028 HWY 520 to purchase 1/2 CRA

  owner of 1024 HWY 520 to purchase 1/2 CRA

owner of 1010 HWY 520 to purchase 1/2 CRAPage 50 of 219 

macrip
Arrow

macrip
Polyline

macrip
Polyline

macrip
Line

macrip
Line

macrip
Line

CBO
Line

macrip
Arrow

macrip
Arrow

macrip
Arrow

macrip
Arrow

macrip
Highlight

macrip
Highlight

macrip
Highlight

macrip
Highlight

macrip
Line

macrip
Typewriter
ATTACHMENT C



Page 1 of 2 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Mayor and Council 
 

From: Paula Macri, Planning Assistant  
 

Date: April 18, 2023 
 

Re: AMBIANCE FINE HOMES INC. 
Re-zone a portion of lands fronting 1524 Highway 124, Dunchurch  
from Industrial Pit (M2) Zone to  
General Industrial (M1) Exception No. 1 Holding (M1-1-H) Zone  

 
A decision was made by the Ontario Land Tribunal on March 10, 2023 regarding the re-zoning 
of a portion of lands adjacent to 1524 Highway 124, Dunchurch. By-law 21-2023 reflects the 
decision of the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) on March 10, 2023. Signatures on Schedules 1 and 
2 of By-law 21-2023 are not required pursuant to sections 34(11) and (26) of the Planning Act, 
as follows: 
 

Appeal to Tribunal 
 
(11) Subject to subsection (11.0.0.0.1), where an application to the council for an 
amendment to a by-law passed under this section or a predecessor of this section is 
refused or the council fails to make a decision on it within 90 days after the receipt by the 
clerk of the application, any of the following may appeal to the Tribunal by filing with the 
clerk of the municipality a notice of appeal, accompanied by the fee charged by the 
Tribunal: 
 

1.  The applicant. 
2.  The Minister. 2017, c. 23, Sched. 3, s. 10 (1); 2019, c. 9, Sched. 12, s. 6 (1); 
2021, c.  4, Sched. 6, s. 80 (1). 

 
Powers of Tribunal 
 
(26) The Tribunal may, 
 

(a)  on an appeal under subsection (11) or (19), dismiss the appeal; 
(b)  on an appeal under subsection (11) or (19), amend the by-law in such manner 
as the Tribunal may determine or direct the council of the municipality to amend 
the by-law in accordance with the Tribunal’s order; or 

5.3
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(c)  on an appeal under subsection (19), repeal the by-law in whole or in part or 
direct the council of the municipality to repeal the by-law in whole or in part in 
accordance with the Tribunal’s order. 2019, c. 9, Sched. 12, s. 6 (10). 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A – Ontario Land Tribunal decision made on March 10, 2023  

Page 52 of 219 



 

 
 
PROCEEDING COMMENCED UNDER subsection 34(11) of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 
1990, c. P.13, as amended 

Applicant and Appellant: Ambiance Fine Homes Inc. 
Subject: Application to amend Zoning By-law - Refusal or neglect 

to make a decision 
Purpose: To permit a textile manufacturing, processing, and 

machining business 
Property Address: 1524 Highway 124 
Municipality:  Municipality of Whitestone 
OLT Case No.: OLT-22-004402 
OLT Lead Case No.: OLT-22-004402 
OLT Case Name: Ambiance Fine Homes Inc. v. Whitestone (Municipality) 

 
 
Heard: March 10, 2023 by Video Hearing 

 
 
APPEARANCES:  
  
Parties Counsel 
  
Ambiance Fire Homes Inc. Andy Margaritis 
  
Municipality of Whitestone Mark Kemerer 
  
Dr. Fiona Hunter and  
Dr. Michael Bidochka 

Matthew Di Vona 

 
 
MEMORANDUM OF ORAL DECISION DELIVERED BY S. deBOER AND S. 
MASTORAS ON MARCH 10, 2023 AND ORDER OF THE TRIBUNAL 
 

  
Ontario Land Tribunal 
Tribunal ontarien de l’aménagement  
du territoire 
 
 

ISSUE DATE: April 11, 2023 CASE NO(S).: OLT-22-004402 

ATTACHMENT A
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INTRODUCTION 
 

[1] This Decision results from a Settlement Hearing that was conducted with respect 

to the appeal by Ambiance Fire Homes Inc. (the “Applicant”) for the failure of the 

Municipality of Whitestone (the “Municipality”) to make a decision within the statutory 

timeframe of 90 days for the application to amend Zoning By-law No. 07-2018 (the 

“ZBL”) pursuant to s. 34(11) of the Planning Act (the “Act”). 

 

[2] The Subject Property is municipally known as 1524 Highway 124, Municipality of 

Whitestone. The Subject Property is located approximately 40 kilometres east of the 

Town of Parry Sound. The legal description of the property is Part of Lots 40 and 41, 

Concession A, Municipality of Whitestone. The total area of the property is 

approximately 102 hectares and is currently zoned as “M2 – Industrial Pit”. The 

Applicant proposed to rezone a portion of the Subject Property fronting onto Highway 

124 as “M1 – Industrial” to permit the operation of an office, textile manufacturing, 

processing and machining business. 

 

[3] The Subject Property is surrounded by largely undeveloped lands with a minimal 

amount of small industrial and agricultural operations to the north. To the east are 

wetlands and a Class “B” sand and gravel pit is in operation on the abutting property to 

the west of the Subject Lands. 

 
APPLICATION HISTORY 

 

[4] The original application was received by the Municipality in April 2022. The 

application was seeking a zoning by-law amendment to have approximately 4.45 

hectares fronting onto Highway 124 rezoned from the aforementioned M2 – Industrial 

Pit to M1 – Industrial. The permitted uses in the M1 zone include: 

 
a)  Residential Uses 
- a dwelling unit or units permitted under the provisions of this By-law; 
- converted dwelling; 
- a garden suite. 
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b)  Commercial Uses 
- a building supply outlet; 
- a parking garage, structure or lot; 
- a bulk fuel storage establishment; 
- a service station or public garage; 
- a farm implement dealer; 
- a restaurant, licensed or unlicensed; 
- a marina; 
- a business or professional office; 
- a laundromat; 
- a motor vehicle sales and service establishment; or 
- kennel 
 
c)  Industrial Uses 
- a car wash; 
- an airport; 
- a fabricating, processing or manufacturing establishment; 
- an assembly plant; 
- a saw mill; 
- a contractor or tradesman shop or yard; 
- commercial composting facilities; 
- a seed cleaning plant; 
- a farm produce storage area; 
- a slaughter house; 
- a feed mill, open storage of goods and materials; 
- a fertilizer mixing plant; 
- a truck or bus storage terminal; 
- a machine or welding shop; 
- a warehouse; 
- a salvage yard; or 
- a municipal garage. 

 

[5] Previous to the submittal of the application, the Applicant undertook a preliminary 

environmental review which was completed and submitted to the Municipality in January 

2022. The results of the study were that there were a few areas on the Subject Property 

that would need some minor remediation, however, the report stated that the rezoning 

request could proceed. 

 

[6] In May 2022, the Applicant submitted more detail to the Municipality as to the 

intent of the rezoning, that included a light industrial use, which could potentially employ 

up to 50 people. 

 

[7] Based on the totality of the application, John S. Jackson, from John Jackson 

Planner Inc., a professional planner for the Municipality, submitted a report on the 
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matter which stated that there were no Provincial or Official Plan conflicts, and that the 

application should proceed to a public meeting. Following the public meeting of July 5, 

2022, it was recommended by Council resolution that a peer review be conducted of the 

“planning and socio-economic issues associate with the application”. 

 

[8] On September 2, 2022, the Applicant filed an appeal to the Tribunal for the 

failure of council to make a decision on the application within the statutory timelines. A 

Case Management Conference (“CMC”) was held on January 10, 2023. Prior to the 

CMC, the Tribunal was informed that the parties had reached a settlement, and a 

request for a settlement hearing before the Tribunal was then scheduled to consider the 

Settlement Proposal. 

 
PLANNING EVIDENCE 

 

[9] On the day of the hearing, the Tribunal heard testimony from a single planning 

witness. The witness presented was John S. Jackson, the Planner who had carriage of 

the application for the Municipality. The Applicant’s planning witness, Mr. Wayne 

Simpson was unable to attend the hearing, but did submit an Affidavit in support of the 

settlement on behalf of the Applicant on March 6, 2023. Mr. Simpson’s Affidavit included 

an Acknowledgement of Expert’s Duty and a Curriculum Vitae. This evidence in support 

of the settlement was acknowledged by the Tribunal. Mr. Jackson was affirmed and 

qualified without refute to give expert opinion evidence in land use planning. 

 
Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 (the “PPS”) 
 

[10] Mr. Simpson’s affidavit gave testimony and opinion that the Settlement Proposal 

is consistent with the PPS as it meets the following policies: 
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• Section 1.1.1 Healthy, liveable and safe communities are sustained by: 
 
a)  promoting efficient development and land use patterns which 
sustain the financial well-being of the Province and municipalities over 
the long term; 
 
c)  avoiding development and land use patterns which may cause 
environmental or public health and safety concerns; 
 

• Section 1.1.4.1 Healthy, integrated and viable rural areas should be 
supported by: 
 
a)  building upon rural character, and leveraging rural amenities and 
assets; 
 
f)  promoting diversification of the economic base and employment 
opportunities through goods and services, including value-added 
products and the sustainable management or use of resources 
 

• Section 1.1.5.2 On rural lands located in municipalities, permitted uses 
are: 
 
a)  the management or use of resources 
 

• Section 1.1.5.4  Development that is compatible with the rural landscape 
and can be sustained by rural service levels should be promoted. 
 

• Section 1.1.5.7 Opportunities to support a diversified rural economy 
should be promoted by protecting agricultural and other resource-related 
uses and directing non-related development to areas where it will minimize 
constraints on these uses. 
 

• Section 1.3.1 Planning authorities shall promote economic 
development and competitiveness by: 
 
b)  providing opportunities for a diversified economic base, including 
maintaining a range and choice of suitable sites for employment uses 
which support a wide range of economic activities and ancillary uses, 
and take into account the needs of existing and future businesses; 
 
c)  facilitating the conditions for economic investment by identifying 
strategic sites for investment, monitoring the availability and suitability of 
employment sites, including market-ready sites, and seeking to address 
potential barriers to investment; 

 

[11] Regarding Section 2.0 of the PPS concerning management of resources, Mr. 

Simpson’s affidavit relied on the Azimuth Environmental Consulting Inc. report which 

was submitted to the Municipality on January 19, 2002. The report concluded that the 

“Suggested Development Envelope” was in a “Low Development Constraint” and 
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recommended that the proposed rezoned area maintain a 30-metre setback for any 

wetlands and watercourses in the surrounding area. 

 

[12] Mr. Simpson’s affidavit gave opinion that the proposal as presented will maintain 

the recommended setbacks and as such, is consistent with the PPS. Mr. Jackson 

agreed with the opinion of Mr. Simpson’s affidavit that the proposal is consistent with 

the PPS. 

 
Growth Plan for Northern Ontario 2011 (the “GPNO”) 
 

[13] The GPNO is a part of the Places to Grow Act. The Purpose of this Act is to: 

 
a. to enable decisions about growth to be made in ways that sustain a 

robust economy, build strong communities and promote a healthy 
environment and a culture of conservation; 

 
b. to promote a rational and balanced approach to decisions about growth 

that builds on community priorities, strengths and opportunities and 
makes efficient use of infrastructure. 

 

[14] Section 2.2.2 of the GPNO states that the Province of Ontario will focus 

economic development strategies on the existing and emerging priority economic 

sectors and the distinct competitive advantages that Northern Ontario can offer within 

sectors that include: 

 

a) advanced manufacturing 

 

g) minerals sector and mining supply and services 

 

[15] In Mr. Simpson’s opinion, the proposed rezoning does conform to the GPNO and 

the rezoning will help contribute to the success of the Plan. Mr. Jackson agreed with the 

opinion of Mr. Simpson concerning the GPNO. 
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Official Plan of the Municipality of Whitestone (the “OP”) 
 

[16] Mr. Simpson stated through his Affidavit that the Subject Property is designated 

“Rural”. Permitted uses of this designation include “resource extraction – pits and 

quarries by rezoning” and “commercial/industrial by rezoning”. The proposal before the 

Tribunal is compatible with both categories. This was also affirmed in Mr. Simpson’s 

submission in that the proposal meets both zoning provisions. As such, the proposed 

rezoning of the specific area can be permitted. The settlement does limit the activities 

that can be performed in the newly designated commercial/industrial zoning to: 

 
a. a business or professional office  

 

b. a fabricating, processing or manufacturing establishment excluding a 

textile/weaving manufacturing establishment that requires the application 

of water, solutions or dyes in the manufacturing process;  

 

c. a machine or welding shop; and  

 

d. a warehouse. 

 

[17] The settlement will also have a “holding” or “H” designation on the new 

commercial/industrial zoning until the Municipality has received and is satisfied with a 

planning justification report and an engineering report. The engineering report will 

contain mitigation measures that will need to be satisfied before the holding symbol can 

be lifted. In Mr. Simpson’s opinion, the proposal satisfies the criteria as requested by the 

Municipality and will conform with the OP. Mr. Jackson was in agreement with Mr. 

Simpson that the rezoning and conditions agreed upon will allow the Proposal to 

conform to the OP. 

 
Conclusionary Opinion 

 

[18] In Mr. Simpson’s opinion through his Affidavit, the Proposal is consistent with the 

PPS, the GPNO and the OP. The rezoning will allow for the continued operation of the 
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aggregate pit. The rezoning area that is being requested is less than 5% of the total 

area of the Subject Property. The “exception” to limit the proposed uses is appropriate 

and reasonable for the Subject Property. In Mr. Simpson’s opinion, the proposal 

represents good land use planning. 

 

[19] In Mr. Jackson’s opinion, the proposed rezoning is consistent with the PPS and 

conforms to the GPNO. The limited size of the rezoning is appropriate as the rezoning 

area is next to a highway and is isolated from neighbours. The proposed light industrial 

use will create a much-needed employment opportunity. The agreed upon site plan 

control and holding symbol satisfies the Municipality’s concerns with natural heritage 

matters. In his opinion, the proposal represents good land use planning, and he 

recommends the approval of the proposal. 

 
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 

 

[20] The Tribunal accepts the uncontested expert planning evidence and opinions of 

both Mr. Simpson through his Affidavit and the expert opinion evidence of Mr. Jackson. 

The Tribunal finds that the proposal as presented, has regard to matters of Provincial 

interest, is consistent with the PPS and conforms to the GPNO. 

 

[21] The Tribunal finds that the Proposal does not impede the current aggregate 

operation and the rezoned area’s site plan control measures satisfy the Municipality’s 

natural heritage priorities. Therefore, the Tribunal is satisfied that the Proposal conforms 

with the OP and will also act to provide much needed employment opportunities. 

 

[22]  The Tribunal finds that the holding designation, in the proposed amendment to 

the ZBL, satisfies the Municipality’s concerns and is in the public interest. Therefore, it is 

appropriate to issue the final Order.  
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ORDER 

 

[23] THE TRIBUNAL ORDERS that the appeal is allowed, in part, and that By-law 

07-2018 of the Municipality of Whitestone is hereby amended as set out in Attachment 1 

to this Order.  

 
 
 

“S. deBoer” 
 
 

S. DEBOER 
 MEMBER 

 
 

“Steven T. Mastoras” 
 
 

        STEVEN T. MASTORAS 
MEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ontario Land Tribunal 
Website: olt.gov.on.ca   Telephone: 416-212-6349   Toll Free: 1-866-448-2248 

 
The Conservation Review Board, the Environmental Review Tribunal, the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal and the Mining and Lands Tribunal are amalgamated and continued as 
the Ontario Land Tribunal (“Tribunal”). Any reference to the preceding tribunals or the 
former Ontario Municipal Board is deemed to be a reference to the Tribunal. 
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Attachment 1
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DRAFT Special Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 30, 2023, 3:30 p.m. 

Zoom Video/Telephone Conferencing  
 

  
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor (left meeting at 4:30 and returned at 6:37 pm) 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
Scott Nash, Councillor  
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   None 
 
Guests:  Laura Dean, Aird & Berlis LLP, with delegated authority to act as Clerk  

Debbie Zulak, Belvedere Heights Board of Management (present for item 
4.2) 

  Art Coles, Belvedere Heights Board of Management (present for item 
4.2) 
Don Carmichael, Belvedere Heights Board of Management (present for item 
4.2) 
Thomas Agnew, Hicks, Morley (present for items 4.3.1, 4.3.2 and 4.3.6) 

 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
None declared. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-154 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 

meeting; 

 

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented  

 

Carried 

4. Closed Session 
 

Resolution No. 2023-155 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

7.1.1
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Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

   Adjourn to Closed Session 

 

WHEREAS the Municipal Act Section 239 (2) states that a meeting or part of a meeting 

may be closed to the public if the subject matter being considered meets certain 

exceptions; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Meeting be adjourned at 3:44 p.m. 

and that a Closed Meeting be convened subject to Section 239 (2) for the following 

matters:    

 

4.1 Closed Session Meeting Minutes for the Special Council meetings of February 7, 

2023 and March 13, 2023 

 

4.2  A trade secret or scientific, technical, commercial, financial or labour relations 

information, supplied in confidence to the municipality or local board, which, if 

disclosed, could reasonably be expected to prejudice significantly the competitive 

position or interfere significantly with the contractual or other negotiations of a  

person, group of persons, or organization, pursuant to Section 239 (2) (i) 

 Belvedere Heights Board of Management - confidential and financial 
information regarding Life Leases 

 

4.3 Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local 

board employees, pursuant to Ontario Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (b) 

 Human Resources Matters  
 

  4.4 A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations 

carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board, 

pursuant to Ontario Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (k) 

 Lease update 
 

4.5 Litigation or potential litigation, including matters before administrative tribunals, 

affecting the municipality or local board, pursuant to Ontario Municipal Act, 

Section 239 (2) (e) 

 Legal matter 
 

 Open Session 7:37 p.m. 
 
Clerks Notes:  

During the Closed Session Meeting, Council, by resolution extended the meeting by one half 
hour and further extended the meeting by fifteen minutes. 

The first four to five minutes of the return to open session were accidentally not recorded.  

 
Matters Arising from Closed Session - None 
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5. Confirming By-law 
 
Resolution No. 2023-156 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray  

 

THAT By-law 23-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Special Council meeting of 

Thursday, March 30, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed 

as of this date. 

 

Carried 

6.     Adjournment 
 
Resolution No. 2023-157 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb  

 

WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 7:41 p.m.  

until the Regular Council meeting of April 4, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.  

Carried 

 

 

.________________________________________________________ 

George Comrie              Mayor 

 

 

 ___________________________________________________________ 

Laura Dean                         Acting Clerk 
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DRAFT Regular Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 4, 2023, 6:30 p.m. 

Dunchurch Community Centre and Zoom Video Conferencing  
 

 
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
Scott Nash, Councillor 
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 
   David Creasor, Manager Public Works 

Bob Whitman, Fire Chief 
 
Guests:  3 - In person  
   13 - via Zoom video or telephone   
 
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 6:42 p.m. 
 

National Anthem 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement 
 

The Municipality of Whitestone recognizes all of Canada resides on traditional, unceded 
and/or treaty lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island.  

  
We recognize our Municipality on The Robinson Huron Treaty territory is home to many 
past, present and future Indigenous families.  

 
This acknowledgment of the land is a declaration of our commitment and collective 
responsibility to reconcile the past, and to honour and value the culture, history and 
relationships we have with one another. 

   
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
None was declared. 
 
The Municipal Conflict of Interest Act, Section 6(2) states:  

Every declaration of interest made under section 5, but not the general nature of that 
interest, shall, where the meeting is not open to the public, be recorded in the minutes of 
the next meeting that is open to the public. 

 
Councillor Janice Bray declared a Conflict of Interest at the March 30, 2023 Special 
Council meeting in Closed Session in respect of Closed Agenda Item 4.3.1. 

7.1.2

Page 69 of 219 



Regular Council Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2023  Page 2 of 12 

  

Resolution No. 2023-158 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone postpone the meeting due to technical 
difficulties. 
 
Recorded Vote:  

      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray         X  
Mayor, George Comrie           X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Deputy Mayor, Joe Lamb          X 

Defeated 
 
3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-159 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented. 

Carried 
 

4. Presentations and Delegations  
   

4.1 Whitestone McKellar Lions Club 
4.2 Belvedere Heights Board of Management (Cancelled) 

 
 

Matters Arising  
 
Resolution No. 2023-160 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
4.1 Whitestone McKellar Lions Club 

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the 
presentation from Joyce Campbell on the Whitestone McKellar Lions Club. 

 Carried 
 
Clerk’s Note: Council requested staff consider alternate locations for the Service Clubs 
sign currently installed adjacent to the Grange. 
 

5. Planning Items – None 

Page 70 of 219 



Regular Council Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2023  Page 3 of 12 

  

6. Public Meeting  
 

6.1 Memo - Update to Fees and Charges By-law 
 

 
Resolution No. 2023-161 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone defer the Public Meeting regarding 
the Fees and Chares By-law to another meeting and also consideration of the By-law on 
the April 4, 2024 Agenda as item 10.1 

 
Carried 

Resolution No. 2023-162 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 
7. Consent Agenda  

 
WHEREAS the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone has reviewed the Consent 
Agenda consisting of: 
 

7.1 Council and Committee Meeting Minutes 
7.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for Tuesday, March 21, 2023. 
7.2 Special Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
7.3 Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes for January 12, 2023 
7.4 Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes for February 23, 2023 
7.5 Whitestone Library and Technology Centre Minutes for February 22, 2023 
7.6 Environmental Stewardship Committee DRAFT meeting minutes for 

March 21, 2023 
7.7 Belvedere Heights Board of Management Meeting Minutes of January 25, 

2023 
7.8 Belvedere Heights Board of Management Meeting Minutes of February 

22, 2023 
 

8.1 Unfinished Business (listed on page 4)  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of 
Whitestone does hereby approve the following: 
 
The Regular Council Meeting Minutes of March 21, 2023; and the Special Council Meeting 
Minutes for March 22, 2023; and  
 
THAT Council receives for information the Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes for 
January 12, 2023 and February 23, 2023, the Whitestone Public Library and Technology 
Centre Board Meeting Minutes for February 22, 2023; the Environmental Stewardship 
Committee DRAFT meeting minutes for March 21, 2023; and the Belvedere Heights Board 
of Management Meeting Minutes of January 25, 2023 and February 22, 2023; and 

Page 71 of 219 



Regular Council Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2023  Page 4 of 12 

  

THAT Council receives for information Unfinished Business listing contained in the 
Consent Agenda dated April 4, 2023.  

 
Resolution No. 2023-163 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
Matters Arising from Consent Agenda 
 

7.1.6 Environmental Stewardship Committee DRAFT meeting minutes for 
March 21, 2023 

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby approve the 
recommended revisions to the Terms of Reference for the Whitestone 
Environmental Stewardship Committee as follows: 
 
2.   Key Duties and Responsibilities 

Remove: 2.4 Train Volunteers 

 
3. Constituency & Qualifications of Committee /Task Force Members 

Remove:  1 (i) 
Amend:  (iii)  remove nine (9) and insert twelve (12). 

 
Add:   

3.3 Encourage representation from the following:  
 
lake associations, conservation associations, road associations, 
community organization, First Nations, members of the public and others. 

 
4.  Chair, Vice Chair and Recording Secretary 

Add:  Duties of the Secretary 
 Record Committee meetings 

 Submit draft meeting minutes to Municipal Staff in advance 

of the next meeting. 

6.  Quorum  
Amend:  5 members to 50% +1 member 

Carried 
 

8. Accounts Payable 
 
Resolution No. 2023-164 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 
 

8.1 Accounts Payable  
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THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the Accounts 
Payable listing in the amount of $390,534.05 for the period ending March 31, 2023. 

Carried 
9. Staff Reports  
 
Resolution No. 2023-165 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
9.1 Report PW-2023-04  

Award of Calcium Tender  
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby receive Report PW-
2023-04 (Tender Award for the supply, delivery and application of 140,000 litres of 
Calcium Chloride or alternate that meets OPSS 2501) for information; and 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby award the contract for 
the supply, delivery and application of 140,000 litres of Calcium Chloride, Pollard 
Highway Products Limited in the amount of $51,446.55 plus HST 

 
Recorded Vote:  

      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray       X  
Councillor, Joe Lamb         X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Mayor, George Comrie          X 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-166 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
9.2 Memo:  Fire Department requirements for Public Works to burn brush at Municipal 

Landfills 
9.3 Memo:  Public Works discussion on grinding and landfill cover at Aulds Road 

Landfill site  
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the 
Memo:  Fire Department requirements for Public Works to burn brush at Municipal 
Landfills and the Memo:  Public Works discussion on grinding and landfill cover at 
Aulds Road Landfill Site. 

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-167 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 
9.4 Memo:  CBO services sharing Agreement with Township of McKellar  

Page 73 of 219 



Regular Council Meeting Minutes – April 4, 2023  Page 6 of 12 

  

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby agree to enter 
into a five (5) year agreement with the Township of McKellar for shared Chief 
Building Official services substantially in the form presented at the April 4, 2023 
Council meeting.  

Carried 
 

10 By-Laws 
10.1 By-law 23-2022, Being a By-law to Amend By-law No. 09-2022, Being a By-law to 

Establish Fees and Charges for Services provided by the Municipality of Whitestone 
 

 No motion 
 
11 Business Matters 

 
11.1 WahWashKesh Landings Task Force Report  

 
Resolution No. 2023-168 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 
11.1a  
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone receive for information the 
report of the WahWashKesh Landings Task Force dated April 4, 2023 and 
consider its recommendations 

Carried 

Resolution No. 2023-169 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
11.1b 
THAT Council approve implementation of the system of enforced permit parking at 
the WahWashKesh Landings effective May 1st, 2023 as detailed in the above 
referenced report. 

 
Recorded Vote: Requested by Councillor Scott Nash 

      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray         X  
Councillor, Joe Lamb          X  
Councillor, Scott Nash          X 
Councillor, Brian Woods          X           
Mayor, George Comrie       X 

Defeated 
11.1c 
THAT the schedule of parking fees be incorporated in the Municipality’s Fees and 
Charges By-Law for 2023 as set out in this report. 
 

No motion 
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Resolution No. 2023-170 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
11.1d 
THAT the revised Traffic Control (Parking) By-Law be brought forward for Council 
approval upon completion of its legal review. 
 

Recorded Vote: Requested by Mayor Comrie 
      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray       X  
Councillor, Joe Lamb         X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Mayor, George Comrie       X 

Carried 
 
 

Resolution No. 2023-171 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
11.1e 
THAT the following items be included in the Municipality’s 2023 budgets: 
 

 $5,000. to cover the costs of the work programs to be assumed from the 
Lake WahWashKesh Conservation Association (operating, recurring) 

 
Withdrawn 

 
Resolution No. 2023-172 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby request staff to 
arrange on a go-forward basis for the maintenance of the public docks at the 
WahWashKesh Landings; and 
 
THAT THE Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby request staff 
arrange on a go-forward basis the maintenance and seasonal installation and 
remove of the safety boom at the Andy Vurma Memorial WahWashKesh dam.  

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-173 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
  11.1f  
  THAT the following items be deferred to the April 11, 2023 Budget meeting 
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 $5,000. for pylons and signage to increase efficiency of main upper 
parking area (one-time capital) 

 $15,000. for additional dock at Bennett’s Bay Landing (capital)  

 $40,000. to expand upper parking area within existing LUP (one-time, 
capital) 

 An amount to be determined to discharge the Municipality’s obligations to 
the on-line permitting system vendor if that system will not be used.  

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-174 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 
Curfew 

THAT Council hereby continues the Council meeting past the allotted time of 
three and a half (3 ½) hours for an additional one-half (1/2) hour. 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-175 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

11.2 Memo:  Regular Council Meeting Schedule review  
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone hereby approves the suggested 
addition of Regular Closed Session Meetings to the 2023 Regular Schedule of Council 
Meetings as amended in discussion. 
 
Regular Closed Session meetings (to be held by Zoom video conferencing) added to the 
schedule: 
 
Thursday April 13, 2023 4:00 pm 
Monday May 1, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday June 8, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday July 6, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday August 3, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday September 7, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday October 5, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday November 9, 2023 4:00 pm 
Thursday December 14, 2023 4:00 pm 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-176 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
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THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby amend the Regular 
Council meeting Schedule for 2023 such that the first meeting of each month shall 
commence at 4:00 pm. 

 
Recorded Vote: Requested by Mayor Comrie 

      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray       X  
Councillor, Joe Lamb         X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Mayor, George Comrie         X 

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-177 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

11.3 Magnetawan - Dunchurch Royal Canadian Legion Branch 394 – request for 
Council support for a Grant “Creating a more inclusive Ontario:  Age-friendly 
community planning for municipalities and community organizations”.  

 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone supports the Magnetawan – 
Dunchurch Royal Canadian Legion Branch 394 in their submission for grant 
funding from the Creating a more inclusive Ontario Grant; and 
 
THAT the Council requests Staff to prepare a letter showing the support from 
Council for the grant application. 

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-178 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 
 

11.4 FONOM Conference, May 8, 9 and 10, 2023. Draft Agenda and registration form  
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby authorize the 

following members to attend the FONOM Conference being held in the Town of 
Parry Sound on May 8, 9 and 10, 2023. 
 

 Councillor Bray 

 Councillor Lamb (subject to availability) 

 Councillor Woods (subject to availability) 

 Mayor Comrie 
Carried 

 
Resolution No. 2023-179 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  
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11.5 Matters arising from correspondence at the March 21, 2023, Regular Meeting of 

Council: 
11.5.1 Attendance for the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association Meeting 

scheduled for Friday May 5, 2023.  
 

THAT the following members of Council and staff be approved to attend 
the Spring Meeting of the District of Parry Sound Municipal Association to 
be held on Friday, May 5, 2023, hosted by the Township of 
McMurrich/Monteith. 

 

 Councillor Lamb 
 Councillor Woods 
 CAO/Clerk Hendry 
 Mayor Comrie 

Carried 
 
 
Resolution No. 2023-180 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 
 

11.5.2 Municipality of Magnetawan resolution regarding Magnetawan River 
Watershed dated March 8, 2023 

 
WHEREAS the Magnetawan River Watershed is an environmental and economic resource of 
considerable magnitude, and has a dynamic impact on the economic welfare and recreational 
opportunities of our collective communities; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone recognizes the environmental 
and economic value to the tourism industry of a viable walleye population in our waters and 
appreciates that walleye is the number one sought after species; 
 
AND WHEREAS over the past years, the lakes and rivers of the area have suffered a reduction 
in the walleye fish stocks; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Almaguin Community Hatchery Program (ACHP) has for decades been 
incubating and releasing walleye fry back into the Magnetawan River Watershed to attempt to 
rehabilitate the resident walleye populations; 
 
AND WHEREAS this program has also benefited the students in the surrounding areas in 
educating them on the importance of being involved with sustainable management of our fish 
and walleye resources teaching them responsible stewardship; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines, Natural Resources and 

Forestry (MNDMNRF) current FMZ15 Draft Management Plan for Fish Stocks, do not include 
any plans within the zone for walleye and although the plan is under review and will not be 
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completed until 2025 or 2026, the decision is totally under the purview of the MNDMNRF 
personnel within Zone 15; 
 
AND WHEREAS the ACHP has the technology, the equipment, the experience and the desire 
to rehabilitate the walleye fishing opportunities within the Almaguin Highlands; 
 
AND WHEREAS the new ACHP hatchery trailer has the ability to produce up to 6 million high-
quality fry properly prepared for successful stocking, and it would be advantageous to this 
strategy for local municipalities, resorts and associations to support this initiative as well as to 
enhance future walleye stocks; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
respectfully requests that the Almaguin Community Hatchery program be permitted to continue 
its invaluable work in restocking walleye and educating students about stewardship in the 
Almaguin Area, and that Staff is directed to forward this resolution to the Magnetawan River 
Watershed Communities, as well as the Hon. Graydon Smith seeking support. 

Carried 
 
 
Resolution No. 2023-181 
oved by: Councillor Janice Bray  
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

11.5.3 District of Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board resolution 
regarding homelessness dated March 9, 2023  

 
WHEREAS the drastic recent increase in homelessness and the concurrent increase in the 
reliance of Canadians on food banks is evidence of the widening of the gap in income disparity 
due to current economic conditions; and  
 
WHEREAS the CAEH has presented data illustrating the majority of Canadians believe that 
homelessness is a problem and it is getting worse; and 
 
WHEREAS the data also shows that the majority of Canadians believe resources should be 
allocated to improving the situation; and 
 
WHEREAS CAEH has presented the benefits of creating a Homelessness Prevention Housing 
Benefit; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone 
supports the CAEH in requesting that the Federal government create a Housing Benefit as 
outlined in the CAEH report and proposal. 
 
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT this resolution be circulated to all West Parry Sound 
Clerks, AMO, OMSSA and Parry Sound – Muskoka MP, Scott Aitchison; Prime Minister of 
Canada and leaders of the opposition parties. 

Carried 
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Clerk’s Note: Items 11.5.4, 11.6, 12, 13, and 14 were not dealt with and will be addressed at the April 
18, 2023 Regular Meeting of Council 
 
15. Confirming By-law 

 
Resolution No. 2023-182 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb  
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 

 
THAT By-law 24-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Council meeting of Tuesday, 
April 4, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed as of this 
date. 

Carried 
 

16. Adjournment 
 

Resolution No. 2023-183 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 10:37 p.m.  
until the Special Council meeting of Tuesday April 11, 2023 at 3:00 p.m. or at the call of 
the chair.  

 Carried 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
George Comrie                Mayor 
 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry    CAO/ Clerk 
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DRAFT Special Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, 3:00 p.m. 

Zoom Video/Telephone Conferencing  
 
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
 Scott Nash, Councillor (left meeting 5:20 pm, returned 5:35 pm) 
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 

Maneesh Kulal, Treasurer 
Barb Cribbett 
Dave Creasor, Manager of Public Works 
Bob Whitman, Fire Chief 

 
Guest:   0 - In person 
   1 - Via Zoom or Telephone 
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
 
Councillor Nash declared a pecuniary interest in respect of Line Item 16-440-4 Road 
Grant, Budget discussion. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-184 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented  

 
Carried 

4. Committee of the Whole 
 

Resolution No. 2023-185 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

7.1.3
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   Adjourn to Committee of the Whole 
 

 THAT this meeting move into Committee of the Whole at 3:08 p.m. 
Carried 

4.1 Memo: 
 Draft 2023 Operating and Capital / Special Projects Budget 

 
Resolution No. 2023-186 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
Reconvene to Regular Meeting  
 
THAT this meeting be reconvened to a Regular Meeting at 6:37 p.m. 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-187 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 
5. Confirming By-law 

 
THAT By-law 26-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Special Council meeting of 
Tuesday, April 11, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed 
as of this date. 

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-188 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 
6.     Adjournment 

 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 6:38 p.m.  
until the Council meeting of April 13, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.  

Carried 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
George Comrie                     Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry     CAO/ Clerk 

Page 82 of 219 



 
 

Special Council Meeting Minutes – April 13, 2023  Page 1 of 4 

 

         
 
 
 
 

DRAFT Special Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, April 13, 2023, 4:00 p.m. 

Zoom Video/Telephone Conferencing  
 

  
Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 

Janice Bray, Councillor 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
Scott Nash, Councillor  
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO/Clerk 
 
Guests:   0 
 
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 4:10 p.m. 
 
2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 

Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
None declared. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-189 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented  

 
Carried 

Resolution No. 2023-190 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 

THAT the meeting of April 13, 2023 be postponed due to technical difficulties. 
  

7.1.4
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Recorded Vote: requested by Councillor Nash 
 

      YEAS             NAYS         ABSTAIN 
Councillor, Janice Bray         X  
Mayor, George Comrie           X  
Councillor, Scott Nash       X 
Councillor, Brian Woods       X           
Deputy Mayor, Joe Lamb          X 

Defeated 
 

4. Closed Session 
 

Resolution No. 2023-191 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
   Adjourn to Closed Session 

 
WHEREAS the Municipal Act Section 239 (2) states that a meeting or part of a meeting 
may be closed to the public if the subject matter being considered meets certain 
exceptions; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Meeting be adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
and that a Closed Meeting be convened subject to Section 239 (2) for the following 
matters:    
 

4.1 Closed Session Meeting Minutes for the Regular Council meeting of February 7 
and Special Council meetings of March 13, 2023 and March 30, 2023. 

 
4.2 Personal matters about an identifiable individual, including municipal or local 

board employees, pursuant to Ontario Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (b) 

 Human Resources Matters  
 

  4.3 A position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to any negotiations 
carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality or local board, 
pursuant to Ontario Municipal Act, Section 239 (2) (k) 

 Lease update 
 
4.4 Advice that is subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communication 

necessary for that purpose 239(2)(f). 

 Legal matter 
Carried 
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Resolution No. 2023-192 
Moved by: Councillor Scott Nash 
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 

 
Reconvene to Open Session  
 
THAT this meeting be reconvened to an open session at 5:48 p.m. 

Carried 
Matters Arising from Closed Session 
 

Resolution No. 2023-193 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
4.1a Closed Session Meeting Minutes for the Regular Council meeting of February 7, 

2023 and Special Council Meeting minutes March 13, 2023. 
 
THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby approve the Closed 
Session Meeting Minutes for the Regular Council meeting of February 7, 2023 and 
Special Council Meeting minutes of March 13, 2023. 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-194 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
4.1b Closed Session Meeting Minutes for the Special Council meeting of March 30, 2023 
 

THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby approve the Closed 
Session Special Council Meeting minutes of March 30, 2023. 

Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-195 
Moved by: Councillor Janice Bray 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 

 
5. Confirming By-law 

 
THAT By-law 27-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Special Council meeting of 
Thursday, April 13, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed 
as of this date. 

Carried 
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Resolution No. 2023-196 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor  

 
6.     Adjournment 

 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 5:51 p.m.  
until the Regular Council meeting of April 18, 2023 at 6:30 p.m.  

 

 

.________________________________________________________ 
George Comrie              Mayor 
 
 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry                 CAO / Clerk 
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Special Council Meeting DRAFT Minutes 
Monday, April 24, 2023, 3:00 p.m. 

Zoom Video/Telephone Conferencing  
 

Present:   George Comrie, Mayor 
Janice Bray, Councillor (disconnected 5:40 – 5:45 pm) 
Joe Lamb, Councillor  
Scott Nash, Councillor (joined meeting at 3:04 pm) 
Brian Woods, Councillor 

 
Staff:   Michelle Hendry, CAO / Clerk 
   Paula Macri, Planning Assistant 
 
Guests:  0  
 
1. Roll Call and Call to Order 

The Chair commenced roll call and called the meeting to order at 3:02 pm 
 

2. Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest 
Mayor Comrie requested that any pecuniary interest be declared for the record.   
None declared. 

 
3. Approval of the Agenda  
 
Resolution No. 2023-197 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods 
Seconded by: Councillor Janice Bray 
 

WHEREAS the Members of Council have been presented with an Agenda for this 
meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as presented  

Carried 
 
Resolution No. 2023-198 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods 
 
4. Committee of the Whole 

   Adjourn to Committee of the Whole 
 

THAT this meeting move into Committee of the Whole at 3:07 p.m. 
Carried 

  

7.1.5
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4.1 Continuation of Municipality of Whitestone, Strategic Plan review and update 
4.1.1  Municipality of Whitestone Strategic Plan – February 2023 update 
4.1.2    Priorities and Action items 

 
Resolution No. 2023-199 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
 

Reconvene to Regular Meeting  
 
THAT this meeting be reconvened to a Regular Meeting at 5:42 p.m. 

Carried 
 
Matters Arising from Committee of the Whole 
 
Clerks Note:  The Strategic Plan and Action Plans will be updated with the Council 
recommendations and placed on the agenda of a future Regular Council meeting. 
  

Resolution No. 2023-200 
Moved by: Councillor Brian Woods  
Seconded by: Councillor Scott Nash 

 
5. Confirming By-law 

 
THAT By-law 28-2023 Being the Confirmatory By-law for the Special Council meeting of 
Monday, April 24, 2023, be given a First, Second, Third and final reading and is passed as 
of this date. 

           Carried 
 

Resolution No. 2023-201 
Moved by: Councillor Joe Lamb 
Seconded by: Councillor Brian Woods  

 
6.     Adjournment 

 
WHEREAS the business of this Meeting has concluded; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT this meeting be adjourned at 5:46 p.m.  
until the Special Council meeting of May 1, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.  

Carried 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________ 
George Comrie                     Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________________________ 
Michelle Hendry     CAO/Clerk 
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DRAFT Minutes of the Cemetery Board 
meeting held on Wednesday, March 29, 2023 at 4:00 p.m.  

at the Dunchuch Community Centre 
 
 

Present: Terry Brear 
  Randy Johnson 
  Paula Macri, Secretary 
  Muriel Stiles 
  Shelia Wesley 
  Ron Whitmell 
  Brian Woods, Councilor 
 
Regrets:  Michael Musgrave 
 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
Ron Whitmell called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 
 

Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Statement 
The Municipality of Whitestone recognizes all of Canada resides on traditional, unceded 

and/or treaty lands of the Indigenous People of Turtle Island. 
We recognize our Municipality on The Robinson Huron Treaty territory is home to many 

past, present and future Indigenous families. 
This acknowledgment of the land is a declaration of our commitment and collective 
responsibility to reconcile the past, and to honour and value the culture, history and 

relationships we have with one another. 

7.1.6
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2. DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & GENERAL NATURE THEREOF - None 

 
3. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON 
  

Paula Macri assumed the Chair at this point and called for nominations for the position 
of Chairperson. 
 
Ron Whitmell was nominated by Randy Johnson.  No further nominations. 
 
Ron Whitmell accepted the nomination and was acclaimed to the position. 

 
2023-01CB Moved by Muriel Stiles 

   Seconded by Shelia Wesley 
That the Cemetery Board appoints Ron Whitmell to be Chairperson for 
all meetings. 

Carried 
4.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 2023-02CB  Moved by Muriel Stiles 
   Seconded by Terry Brear 

 
WHEREAS the members of the Cemetery Board have been presented 
with the Agenda for this meeting; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Agenda for this meeting be adopted as 
presented and circulated.  

Carried 
 

5.  ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 2023-03CB  Moved by Muriel Stiles 
   Seconded by Terry Brear 

 
WHEREAS the Cemetery Board is in receipt of the minutes of the 
previous meeting; 
 
AND WHEREAS there are no errors, omissions or amendments; 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT the minutes of the meeting held November 30, 
2021 be adopted as presented and the reading thereof dispensed with.
           

Carried 
6.  DISCUSSIONS 
 

6.1 Welcome all new and returning volunteers for this term of Council. 
6.2 Review January 2023 Cemetery Board Terms of Reference with the volunteers 
6.3 Review of 2022 Interment Bereavement Authority of Ontario reporting. 

 Verbal update 
6.4 Review 2023 Cemetery proposed operating budget. 

 The operational costs have increased 

 Consideration should be given to increasing Cemetery Fees to keep 
pace with market prices and operating costs 
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 Consider by-law update to number of cremation interments per lot 
 

6.5 Review any observations of Cemetery status. 

 Fairholme Cemetery 
o Many trees have died and require removal 
o Topsoil required in may lots 
o Chain link fence is in need of repair 
o Cemetery sign & main gate require sandblasting and repainting 
o Brushing along fence line 

 Maple Island Cemetery 
o Topsoil required in may lots 
o South Gate requires repair 
o Cemetery sign requires repainting 
o Brushing along fence line 

 Whitestone Cemetery 
o Topsoil required in may lots 
o Shed roof requires cleaning 
o Cemetery sign requires repainting 
o Brushing along fence line 

 
 

7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7.1 Progress of data reconciliation & entry into Stone Orchard software database. 

7.1.1 Fairholme 
7.1.2 Whitestone 
7.1.3 Maple Island 

 
Ron and Muriel explained the work and the data they have entered into the Stone 
Orchard software for Whitestone and Fairholme database.   
 
It was discussed that Terry and Mike to start entering data into an excel spreadsheet to 
verify the data before entering in the software. 
 
The Contract for the purchase of Interment Rights and the Certificate of Interment 
Rights will need to be created in MS Word format to enter into Stone Orchard software 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

8.1 2023 Operating budget 
8.1.1 Grass cutting 

 Request for Quotation for grass cutting is scheduled to close on 
April 6, 2023 

8.1.2 Sign Sandblasting 

 To be completed this summer if budget is approved. 
8.1.3 Fairholme 1st monument repair 

 Quotation from Sanderson’s Monuments was requested in budget 
proposal 

8.1.4 All cemetery grounds upkeep  
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 Spring Cemetery Tour – scheduled for April 25, 2023.  Suggested 

that David Creasor, Public Works Manager, participate in the 

Spring Cemetery Tour. 

 
8.2 Set Cemetery Board Meeting dates 

 November 15, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

9.  CORRESPONDENCE - None 
 
10.  ANNOUNCEMENTS OR OTHER NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
 2023-04CB Moved by Shelia Wesley 
   Seconded by Terry Brear 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT this Meeting be adjourned at 5:30 pm until the 
next regular meeting or call of the chair.       

Carried 
 

 
________________________   ________________________ 
Ron Whitmell, Chair     Paula Macri, Secretary  
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9.1
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9.2
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30-2023 Alternate By-law Officer Appointment and Agreement 

THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE 
 

By-Law No. 30-2023 
 

 
Being a By-Law to authorize the execution of an Agreement for an Alternate By-Law 

Enforcement Officer for The Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone  
________________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS, pursuant to The Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter P.15, Section 15, 
and amendments thereto, the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone may appoint such 
officers and servants as may be necessary for the enforcement of the By-Laws of the 
Municipality; 

AND WHEREAS, Council of the Municipality of Whitestone deems it appropriate to enter 
into a Contract for Services with Caitlin Deevey for the provision of services as a By-law 
Enforcement Officer to provide a variety of enforcement services pertaining to the By-laws 
of the Municipality of Whitestone and applicable Provincial and Federal Legislation. 

NOW THEREFORE, the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone hereby enacts as follows: 

1. THAT the Council of the Municipality of Whitestone does hereby appoint Caitlin 
Deevey as a By-law Enforcement Officer for the Municipality of Whitestone until the 
end of the Term of the Contract for Services or until the appointment is revoked, 
whichever occurs first. 

 
2. THAT Council does hereby authorize and direct the Mayor and Clerk to execute, 

under Seal of the Corporation, the Agreement for the By-law Enforcement Officer 
between Caitlin Deevey and the Municipality of Whitestone attached hereto as 
Schedule “A” and forming part of this By-law. 

 
3. THAT the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute all documents 

necessary to give effect to this By-law. 
 

4. AND THAT this By-law shall come into force and take effect upon passage thereof. 
 
READ a FIRST and SECOND time this 2nd day of May, 2023. 
 
______________________________________________  
Mayor                                         George Comrie  
 
 
______________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk           Michelle Hendry 
 
 
READ a THIRD and FINAL time and PASSED, this 2nd day of May, 2023. 
 
______________________________________________  
Mayor                            George Comrie  
 
  
______________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk    Michelle Hendry 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Mayor and Council 
 

From: Paula Macri, Planning Assistant  
 

Date: May 2, 2023 
 

Re: Susan Jennings and Karen Greenwood – Concession Road Allowance  

 
Karen Greenwood and Susan Jennings are the owners of Lot 26, Concession 6, geographic 
Township of Hagerman, now in the Municipality of Whitestone. 
 
On March 15, 2023, Plan 42R-22120 was deposited (Attachment A).  The plan indicates that the 
publicly travelled road “Balsam Road” veers off from the concession road allowance and onto 
the property owned Karen Greenwood and Susan Jennings. 
 
Pursuant to Section 66 of the Municipal Act states: 
 

Highways not opened on original road allowance 
 

66 (1) If, before January 1, 2003, a highway was opened on land in the place of all or 
part of an original road allowance and compensation was not paid for the land, the owner 
of the land appropriated for the highway or the successor in title to the owner is entitled 
to the following: 

1.  If that person owns the land abutting on the allowance, the owner is entitled to 
the soil and freehold of the original road allowance and to a conveyance of the 
original road allowance. 
2.  If that person does not own the land abutting on the allowance and if the 
allowance is sold by the municipality, the owner is entitled to the part of the 
purchase price that bears the same proportion to the whole purchase price as the 
value of the part of the land occupied by the highway that belonged to the owner 
bears to the value of the land occupied by the highway. 

In other words, if a Municipality has put a public road through private lands and the owner of 
those lands abuts the road allowance that would have been used for that public road, the owner 
is entitled to a conveyance of the road allowance.  

A Public Notice and a By-law for closing the road allowance are not required when the road 
allowance is being conveyed pursuant to section 66 of the Municipal Act. 

10.2
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The absence of any explanation on title as to how or why this concession road allowance 
property was conveyed and why it can no longer be used as a public road, could mean that 
future owners may dispute the ownership and ownership interests of the property. Therefore, the 
lawyer for Karen Greenwood and Susan Jennings has requested that a By-law be passed and 
registered on the title to avoid confusion about the property's ownership and ownership interests 
as it changes hands over generations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council approves the By-law 30-2023 (being a By-law to close and stop up that part of the 
original concession road allowance between Lots 25 and 26, Concession 6, designated as Parts 
1 and 2, Plan 42R-22120).  
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A - Reference Plan 42R-22120 

Attachment B - West Parry Sound Geography Network Map 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE 
 

By-Law No. 31-2023 
 

 

  
    

 
 

 
 

WHEREAS it is deemed expedient in the interest of the Corporation of the Municipality of 
Whitestone, hereinafter called the Corporation, that the original unopened concession road 
allowance described in Schedule A hereto be closed, and thereafter Parts 1 and 2, Plan 
42R-22120 be sold and conveyed to the adjacent owners; 
 
AND WHEREAS the adjacent owners have made a request to the Corporation for the 
purchase of part of the said original unopened shore road allowance designated as Parts 1 
and 2, Plan 42R-22120; 
 
AND WHEREAS the adjacent owners have made a request to the Corporation pursuant to 
Section 66 of the Municipal Act for the receipt of part of the said original unopened 
concession road allowance designated as Parts 1 and 2, Plan 42R-22120.  
 
AND WHEREAS no person uses the road allowance for motor vehicle access to or from the 
person's land. 
 
AND WHEREAS pursuant to Section 66 of the Municipal Act the Corporation is required to 
transfer part of the said original unopened concession road allowance designated as Parts 
1 and 2, Plan 42R-22120.  
 
AND WHEREAS the road allowance does not abut land owned by the Crown in right of 
Canada or lead to or abut on the bridge, wharf, dock, quay or other work owned by the 
Crown in right of Canada. 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone enacts 
as follows:  
 

1. THAT upon and after the passing of this By-law that part of the original unopened 
concession road allowance described in Schedule A hereto be, and the same is 
hereby closed and stopped up. 
 

2. THAT upon and after passing of this By-law that part of the road allowance described 
as Parts 1 and 2, Plan 42R-22120, be sold and conveyed by the Corporation to the 
adjacent owner or owners forthwith after this By-law comes into effect for other lawful 
consideration and the sum of One Dollar ($1.00). 
 

3. THAT the road allowance described in Schedule A hereto is declared surplus. 
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4. THAT the Mayor and Chief Administrative Officer/Clerk be and they are hereby 

authorized and directed to sign all such conveyances as may be necessary and 
expedient for carrying out the provisions of this By-law, and to affix to such 
conveyances the Corporate Seal of the Municipality. 
 

THAT this By-law shall come into effect upon the date, and at the time of its passing. 
 
 
READ a FIRST and SECOND time this 2nd day of May, 2023. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________  
Mayor             George Comrie   
 
 
______________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk    Michelle Hendry 
 
 
 
READ a THIRD and FINAL time and PASSED this 2nd day of May, 2023. 
 
 
 
______________________________________________  
Mayor             George Comrie   
 
 
______________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk    Michelle Hendry   
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SCHEDULE A 
 
 
Part of the original concession road allowance between Lots 25 and 26, Concession 6, in 
the Geographic Township of Hagerman, now Municipality of Whitestone, District of Parry 
Sound, designated as Parts 1 and 2, Plan 42R-22120. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF WHITESTONE 
 

BY-LAW NO. 32-2023 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Being a By-Law to enter into a Third Lease Extension and Amending Agreement 

between the Municipality of Whitestone and the Liquor Control Board of Ontario,  
and to Rescind By-law 36-2018 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEREAS under Section 8 of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, c. 25, as amended, the powers 
of a municipality shall be interpreted broadly to enable it to govern its affairs as it considers 
appropriate and to enhance the municipality’s ability to respond to municipal issues;     
 
AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of Whitestone deems it 
desirable to execute an Agreement to amend the lease of municipal land between the 
Municipality of Whitestone and the Liquor Control Board of Ontario;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Corporation of the Municipality of 
Whitestone hereby enacts as follows: 
 
1. THAT the Mayor and CAO/Clerk of the Municipality of Whitestone are hereby authorized 

to execute under seal of the Corporation a Lease Extension and Amending Agreement 
between the Municipality of Whitestone and the Liquor Control Board of Ontario. 

 
2. THAT the Said Agreement is attached hereto and shall form part of this By-law as 

Schedule “A”. 
 
3. THAT By-Law No. 36-2018 is hereby rescinded. 
 
4. THAT this By-shall shall come into force and take effect as August 8th, 2023.  
 
READ a FIRST and SECOND time this 2nd day of May, 2023. 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Mayor                                  George Comrie   
 
 
___________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk    Michelle Hendry 
 
 
READ a THIRD time and PASSED, SIGNED, SEALED and ENACTED this 2nd day of May, 
2023. 
 
 
___________________________________________  
Mayor                            George Comrie 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
CAO/Clerk    Michelle Hendry   
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52 Seguin Street, Parry Sound, Ontario  P2A 1B4 
Tel:  (705) 746-2101   Fax:  (705) 746-7461  www.parrysound.ca  

 
March 14, 2023 
 
Near North District School Board 
963 Airport Road, P.O. Box 3110 
North Bay, ON P1B 8H1 
Via e-mail: Krista.Messenger@nearnorthschools.ca 
 
ATTN: Chair Erika Lougheed 
 
Dear Chair Lougheed, 
 
Congratulations on your election to the Near North District School Board and 
appointment to the position of Chair. 
 
You are no doubt aware of the planned construction of the Mega School serving 
grades JK-12 in West Parry Sound. On behalf of Town of Parry Sound Council, I am 
sending you Resolution 2023-014 passed at a Council Meeting last month relevant to 
this issue. The resolution has several requests including the following: that the Board 
provide an analysis comparing space per capital and spending per capita for students 
in West Parry Sound and North Bay, as well as consider refurbishing the McDougall 
School for grades JK to 6, and use the new Mega School for grades 7 to 12.  
 
The Town would appreciate receiving a progress report from the School Board at its 
earliest convenience and on a monthly basis thereafter. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jamie McGarvey 
Mayor 
 
Encl. 
c.c. Premier Doug Ford 

Minister of Education Stephen Lecce 
Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing Steve Clark 
Parry Sound Muskoka MPP Graydon Smith 
Township of The Archipelago Reeve Bert Liverance 
Township of Carling Mayor Susan Murphy 
Municipality of McDougall Mayor Dale Robinson 
Township of McKellar Mayor David Moore 
Township of Seguin Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 
Municipality of Whitestone Mayor George Comrie 

11.1.1
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

N0. 2023- (^Mr

DIVISION LIST

Councillor G. ASHFORD
Councillor J. BELESKEY
Councillor P. BORNEMAN
Councillor B. KEITH
Councillor D. McCANN
Councillor C. McDONALD
Mayor J. McGARVEY

YES N0 DATE: February 7, 2023

MOVED BY:
OA

^^
SECONDED BY:•;3A-

CARRIED: DEFEATED: Postponed to:

Whereas the West Parry Sound community continues to have concerns regarding the

under sizing ofthe new Mega School;

Whereas the incorporation of portables or
"Pods" into the design heightens these

concerns;

Whereas parity for students across the school district in addition to population growth are

factors that should be utilized when determining school sizes;

Whereas schools are an integral part ofsupporting more growth and the Province's

priority to build more homes;

Whereas the August 2022 Smart Prosperity Institute's report projects a need for 1.5m

homes across the province over the next 10 years, 3,200 ofwhich will be required in the

Parry Sound District;

Whereas parity in terms of space per student and spending per student should be

equitable for all students across the Near North school district;

Whereas, for example, the existing high school and the schools in Nobel and McDougall

have a total offive (5) gymnasiums, including four (4) standard and one (1) full size

gymnasium; and

Whereas the new Mega School is planned to only have one gymnasium;
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Parry Sound requests the

Board provide an analysis comparing space per capita and spending per capita for

students in West Parry Sound and North Bay;

That the Board consider refurbishing the McDougall school for grades JK to 6;

That the new Mega School be used for grades 7 to 12; and

That copies of this reso[ution be^sent to the Minister of Education Stephen Lecce,

Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing Steve Clark, Premier Doug Ford, MPP Graydon

Smith, Heads ofCouncil ofthe municipalities ofTheArchipelago, Carling, McDougall,

McKellar, Seguin and Whitestone and the Near North District School Board,

^b +U-r A^bSAAS^ <?^^^ ^^A<P
.^y-^L

9^)^ &^ M^or^/.
/
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Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry 
Policy Division 

Director’s Office 
Crown Forests and Lands Policy Branch 
70 Foster Drive, 3rd Floor 
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 6V5 

Ministère des Richesses naturelles et des 
Forêts 
Division de la politique 

Bureau du directeur 
Direction des politiques relatives aux forêts et 
aux terres de la Couronne 
70, rue Foster, 3e étage       
Sault Sainte Marie, ON P6A 6V5 

March 17, 2023 

Hello, 

We are writing to let you know that on March 16, 2023, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Forestry made an update to the proposal to make amendments to Ontario 
Regulation 161/17 under the Public Lands Act regarding the use of floating 
accommodations. 

The changes to the proposal are described in the updated proposal notice on Ontario’s 
Regulatory Registry and the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) (ERO number 
019-6590), which was first published on February 24, 2023 and updated on March 16, 
2023. 

In the updated proposal, we are still proposing to amend Ontario Regulation 161/17 to 
clarify the structures or things that cannot be placed and used for overnight 
accommodation on water over public land.  

The following changes proposed in the original posting have been removed through the 
update:  

• reducing the number of days that a person can camp on water over public land
(per location, per calendar year) from 21 days to 7 days

• increasing the distance that a person camping on water must move their camping
unit to be occupying a different location from 100 metres to 1 kilometre

• adding a new condition to prohibit camping on water within 300 metres of a
developed shoreline, including any waterfront structure, dock, boathouse, erosion
control structure, altered shoreline, boat launch and/or fill

• harmonizing the conditions for camping on public land so that residents and non-
residents are required to follow the same conditions when camping on water over
public lands or on public lands

• specifying conditions for swim rafts, jumps, ramps for water sports, heat loops
and water intake pipes

• clarifying that camping on a road, trail, parking lot or boat launch is prohibited
• amending the regulation to add the following to the list of excluded public lands to

which section 21.1 of the Public Lands Act and Ontario Regulation 161/17 do not
apply:

A
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o lands subject to an agreement authorizing the use of those lands
o lands subject to an authorization under the Aggregate Resources Act.

We encourage you to review the updated proposal notice (ERO number 019-6590) and 
provide feedback through the ERO. The comment period for the proposal closes on 
April 11, 2023. 

Sincerely, 

Peter D. Henry, R.P.F. 
Director, Crown Forests and Lands Policy Branch 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 

c: Pauline Desroches, Manager, Crown Lands Policy Section 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ESSEX 
33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8 

p: 519.776.7336   f: 519.776.8811  |  essex.ca 

Honourable Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

March 17, 2023 

RE: Tax Classification of Short-Term Rental Units 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on March 6, 2023, Councillor Hammond brought forward 
a Notice of Motion for Council’s consideration regarding the current tax classification of 
Short-Term Rental Units. In particular, Council discussed the implications of having Short-
Term Rental Units operate as a business within a residential community. Council noted that 
allowing Short-Term Rental Unit Operators to pay residential property taxes is inequitable to 
those business owners who must pay commercial property taxes, solely due to the location of 
their business. 

As a result of this discussion, Council passed the following resolution: 

R23-03-082 

Moved by: Councillor Hammond 
Seconded by: Councillor Matyi 

That Council direct Administration to send a letter to the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation (“MPAC”), the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, and any other relevant bodies, to 
investigate the tax classification of short-term rental units and consider taxing them as 
commercial as opposed to residential. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 

contact the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

Shelley Brown 
Acting Clerk, Legal and Legislative Services 
sbrown@essex.ca 

c.c. Tracy Pringle, Municipal Property Assessment Corporation
Tracy.Pringle@mpac.ca

B
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Corporation of the Municipality of Calvin 
 
 
 

Regular Meeting of Council March 14, 2023 
 

 
 
 
Motion by: Councillor Moreton 
Seconded by: Councillor Grant 
 
WHEAREAS an announcement in the media was made that the English Public School Boards 
Association, the largest school association in the Province, is asking for the end of the 
moratorium on most pupil accommodation reviews; 
  
AND WHEREAS this announcement potentially threatens the future closure of schools in many 
single school municipalities; 
 
AND WHEREAS access to education and the presence of a school in a community is an essential 
service and has a direct link to the quality of life in a community; 
 
AND WHEREAS schools play a key role in improving services and quality of life in a community 
and are viewed as activity centres where children have access to education, health services, 
recreation and culture; 
 
AND WHEREAS schools are an important factor in the retention and attraction of residents in a 
community and is essential in order to resolve labour shortages and allow economic 
development and growth in small rural municipalities; 
 
AND WHEREAS demographics in many areas are currently shifting and changing quickly as we 
work on meeting the needs of many Ontario residents during a housing crisis; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council is requesting the provincial government 
through the Minister of Education to extend the moratorium on most pupil accommodation 
reviews in order to allow municipalities, townships, neighbourhoods and subdivisions the 
opportunity to prosper, develop and grow without being hindered by school closures due to 
low enrollments that could quickly change. 
  
FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that this resolution be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, MPP Victor 
Fedeli and all Ontario Municipalities.       Resolution Number: 2023: 054    Carried 
 

C
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Executive Award 

Call for Nominations 

Nominations are now being accepted from municipalities and individuals in 

Northeastern Ontario for the FONOM Executive Award to be presented at the 

upcoming Virtual FONOM Conference, hosted by the Town of Parry Sound.

Following is a description of the purpose of the award and eligibility 

requirements.  

Purpose  

The purpose of this award is to honour an individual member of FONOM who has contributed 

in a special and meaningful way toward the enrichment and betterment of the lives of the 

residents of Northeastern Ontario and who has exerted tireless efforts over a period of years 

in promoting the objectives of FONOM regionally and provincially. 

Who is eligible? To qualify for the Executive Award, recipients must have served in an 

elected office in one of the municipalities within the FONOM membership district. 

When are the awards presented?  

The award is presented concurrent with the annual FONOM Conference. The recipient and their 

nominator will be notified in advance of the awards ceremony.  

When is the deadline for nominations?  

Any person or organization can nominate an individual by completing the following nomination 

form and sending the signed form to the address below, no later than April 7th, 2023.   

E
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Previous recipients of the FONOM Executive Award are: 
1997 Joe Mavrinac, Kirkland Lake 
1998 John Hodder, Manitoulin 
1999 Marcel Noel, West Nipissing 
2000 Fred Poulin, Smooth Rock Falls 
2001 Vic Power, City of Timmins 
2002 Austin Hunt, Manitoulin 
2003 Jim Gordon, Sudbury 
2004 Richard Adams, Parry Sound 
2005 Phyllis Floyd, Former Executive Director, Sudbury 
2006 Henry (Chick) Goertzen, Township of Laird 
2008 Ellwood McKinnon, Township of Johnson 
2009 George Farkouh, City of Elliot Lake 
2010 John Rowswell, Sault Ste. Marie 
2011 Michael “J.J.” Doody, Timmins 
2012 Frank Gillis, Espanola 
2013 Austin Hunt, Billings 
2014 Stephen Butland, Sault Ste. Marie 
2015 Vyrn Peterson, Blind River 
2016 Tom Laughren, Timmins 
2017  Alan Spacek, Kapuskasing 
2018 Jamie McGarvey, Parry Sound 
2019 Mac Bain, North Bay 
2020 Merrill Bond, Charlton and Dack 

Need more information?  

Further information and nomination forms may be obtained from: 

Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities 

Mail: 
FONOM 

615 Hardy Street 

North Bay, Ontario   P1B 8S2 
Email: 
fonom.info@gmail.com

Nominations must be submitted by April 7th so please submit 
your nomination forms as soon as possible.  Thank you! 

2021    Georges Bilodeau, Huron Shores
2022    Lynn Watson, Macdonald, Meredith and Aberdeen Additional
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FONOM Executive Award Nomination Form 

Personal information on this form is collected under the Federal Personal Information Protection 
and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA). Some of the information may constitute personal 
information. By filling out this form you agree that all personal information provided by you on the 
form may be collected, used and disclosed by FONOM for purpose of determining eligibility and 
notifying recipients of the FONOM Executive Award. 

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY AND COMPLETE IN FULL. 

Individual Being Nominated 

Title First Name Last Name 

Name of Organization Position 

Address 

City/Town Province Postal Code 

Telephone No. (9:00am – 
5:00pm) 

Fax No. Email Address 

Nomination Submitted By: 

Title First Name Last Name 

Name of Organization Position 

Address 

City/Town Province Postal Code 

Telephone No. (9:00am – 5:00pm) Fax No. Email Address 

Is nominee aware of this nomination   Yes    No 

Signature of Nominator Date 

In addition to completing the form, please see the following page for additional 
material to be included in your submission.  
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Please provide a brief description of your nominee’s activities and the 

contribution he or she has made. Please note that the selection of award 

recipients is based solely on information provided in the nomination package. 

It is therefore important that all materials in the package be complete.  

Please include the following in your submission: 

1. Description of achievement:

a) Describe the achievement in detail, including any background or historical

information related to the achievement.

b) Describe what made this an outstanding achievement for your nominee,

including any extraordinary circumstances or challenges the nominee faced.

c) Describe how this achievement has touched the lives of others or the life of the

person being nominated.

d) Indicate how long you have known the nominee.

e) Indicate the timeframe that this achievement took place.

2. Two Written Testimonials

Testimonials should be current and from persons who can attest to the value and 

impact of the achievements of the nominee.  

3. Additional Material (optional)

List any additional material provided to support this nomination. For example, 

additional testimonial letters, publications, media stories, etc.  

NOTE: Please do not send originals of important or official documents, as they will 

not be returned.  

Please submit signed nomination form and supporting materials to: 

Mail: 
FONOM 

615 Hardy Street 

North Bay, Ontario   P1B 8S2 
Email:   fonom.info@gmail.com 

DEADLINE Completed forms must be received by April 7th. 
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CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF ESSEX 
33 Talbot Street South, Essex, Ontario, N8M 1A8 

p: 519.776.7336   f: 519.776.8811  |  essex.ca 

 

 

Honourabale Steve Clark 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
College Park 17th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 

March 22, 2023 

RE: The Reinstatement of Legislation Permitting a Municipality to Retain Surplus Proceeds from 
Tax Sales 

Dear Honourable Steve Clark, 

At its Regular Council Meeting held on March 6, 2023, Mayor Bondy brought forward a Notice 
of Motion for Council’s consideration regarding the reinstatement of previous legislation 
permitting a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from tax sales. It was discussed that, prior 
to being repealed by the Modernizing Ontario’s Municipal Legislation Act, 2017, Section 
380(6) of the Municipal Act, 2001 allowed for a municipality to retain surplus proceeds from 
tax sales within their jurisdiction. It was further noted that the Public Tax Sale process is 
burdensome to a municipality who invest a considerable amount of time and money 
recovering these proceeds for the potential sole benefit of the Crown in Right of Ontario. 

As a result of this discussion, Council passed the following resolution: 

R23-03-081 
Moved by: Mayor Bondy 
Seconded by: Councillor Allard  

That Council direct Administration to send a letter to all relevant taxation bodies, including 
the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, the Ministry of Finance, Essex County Council, MPP Anthony 
Leardi, Association of the Municipalities of Ontario and all other municipalities in Ontario 
urging them to re-instate previous legislation that permitted a Municipality to apply for and 
retain the surplus proceeds from a tax sale in their jurisdiction. 

Carried 

I trust you will find this satisfactory. If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to 
contact the undersigned. 

Yours truly, 

 

Shelley Brown 
Acting Clerk 
sbrown@essex.ca 

F
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             Our Reference #: M-2023-2275 

March 24, 2023 

 
Dear Heads of Council, Municipal Chief Administrative Officers, and Clerks:   

 

I am pleased to write to you today to provide an update on modernization initiatives in 

Ontario’s Provincial Offences Act (POA) courts. 

 

On November 23, 2022, proposed amendments to the POA aimed at modernizing and 

streamlining processes in POA courts were introduced in the Ontario Legislature as Schedule 8 

under Bill 46, the Less Red Tape, Stronger Ontario Act, 2023. I am happy to advise that Bill 46 

received Royal Assent on March 22, 2023.  

 

As a result, the following changes to the POA have been approved:  

 

Implementation of Amendments to Allow for Clerk Review of Reopening Applications  

 

Currently, the POA allows a defendant convicted of either failing to respond to a charge laid by 

certificate of offence or of failing to appear for a hearing or early resolution meeting, to apply to 

have the conviction struck and the matter reopened. Such applications are currently reviewed by 

a justice of the peace and may be granted if the justice of the peace is satisfied that, through no 

fault of their own, the defendant was unable to appear for a hearing or an early resolution 

meeting or did not receive a notice or document relating to the offence. 

 

Effective September 22, 2023, clerks of the court will grant, but not deny, applications to strike a 

conviction on a ticket, if satisfied that the defendant, through no fault of their own, missed a 

notice or was unable to attend a meeting or hearing related to the ticket. If the clerk is not able to 

grant the application and strike the conviction, the clerk must forward the application to a justice 

of the peace to make the determination whether to grant or deny the request for a reopening. 

 

These amendments will assist municipalities in recovering from the disruption of court 

operations created by the pandemic by freeing up judicial time and allowing municipal court 

staff to address the backlog of cases more quickly. 

 

Repeal of the Bill 177 Early Resolution Reforms 

 

Effective March 22, 2023, amendments to section 5.1 of the POA, together with previously 

proposed sections 5.2 to 5.5 are repealed, although they had not yet come into force. These 

previously proposed amendments would have changed the “early resolution” process in ways 

that are no longer desired by stakeholders.  

 

…/2 

 
 
Attorney General 
McMurtry-Scott Building 
720 Bay Street 
11th Floor  
Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 
Tel:  416-326-4000 
Fax: 416-326-4007 
 

 
 
Procureur général 
Édifice McMurtry-Scott 
720, rue Bay  
11e étage 
Toronto ON  M7A 2S9 
Tél.:     416-326-4000 
Téléc.: 416-326-4007 
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The Ministry of the Attorney General looks forward to continuing engagement with partners and 

stakeholders on new opportunities for modernizing the early resolution process. 

 

If you have any questions, or if you would like more information about these initiatives, please 

contact Ms. Wendy Chen, Manager of the POA Unit, either by email at 

JUS.G.MAG.POASupport@ontario.ca or by telephone at (437) 244-8733. 

 

Thank you for your continued commitment to the administration of justice and for supporting 

access to justice services for all Ontarians. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Doug Downey 

Attorney General 

 

c:  Wendy Chen, Manager, POA Unit, Court Services Division, Ministry of the Attorney General 
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Ministry for Seniors  
and Accessibility 
 
Minister 
 
College Park 
777 Bay Street 
5th Floor 
Toronto ON M7A 1S5 

Ministère des Services aux 
aînés et de l’Accessibilité 

Ministre 

College Park 
777, rue Bay 
5e étage 
Toronto (Ontario) M7A 1S5 

 

 

 
March 2023 
 
Dear Mayor, Reeve and Members of Council: 
 
I am writing to invite you to submit a nomination for the 2023 Ontario Senior of the Year 
Award.  
 
This award gives each municipality the opportunity to honour one of their outstanding 
local seniors for the contributions they’ve made to enrich the social, cultural, and civic 
life of their community.  
 
The deadline for nominations is April 30, 2023.  
 
For more information on how to submit a nomination online, please visit the Senior of 
the Year webpage. Once you submit a nomination, a personalized certificate with your 
nominee’s name will be sent to you. I encourage you to present it to your nominee in 
June in conjunction with Seniors Month.  
 
The Ontario government is always delighted to celebrate Seniors Month with 
municipalities across the province. Seniors have generously given their time, knowledge 
and expertise to help build this great province that we all enjoy today. It is important that 
we take the time to celebrate our older population and their valuable contributions.   
 
If you have any questions about the upcoming 2023 Ontario Senior of the Year Award,  
please contact Ontario Honours and Awards at OntarioHonoursAndAwards@ontario.ca.  
 
Thank you in advance for your support of local seniors and Seniors Month. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Raymond Cho  
Minister for Seniors and Accessibility 
 
  

H
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From: JohnandSue Green
To: mayor.comrie@whitestone.ca; councillor.bray@whitestone.ca; councillor.lamb@whitestone.ca;

councillor.nash@whitestone.ca; councillor.woods@whitestone.ca
Cc: "Michelle Hendry"
Subject: Request to adopt a bylaw.
Date: March 22, 2023 10:35:30 AM

Dear Mayor and Council.
My name is Sue Hicks-Green and I am reaching out to you all today because I have a concern
regarding our lack of a bylaw for cats.
Those of you who know me, know that I am an avid animal lover. However, my patience is
wearing thin with some owners of cats.
We have a great dog bylaw in this municipality but we have nothing to cover cats. Why?
I presently own 3 cats - 2 females and a male. All of my cats have been spayed or neutered
since they were only a few months old. They have also been heavily trained to not go near the
road and to never leave the property. Since they are indoor cats mostly, we do let them out
during the day for fresh air BUT we are watching them every minute they are out. They go out,
they play, they look around and they come back inside. Never have we had a problem with
them.
Now comes the problem.
My own cats are pretty much being held hostage in the house, unable to go out because of
other cats that are roaming around the farm here. We have numerous outbuildings, which
these stray cats keep checking out. They come to my windows, my patio doors, and it has my
cats very upset. Upset to the point I worry about what would happen if they were outside and
the strays show up. One thing I won't do is get in between cats that may get into a fight.
Right now I am contending with 2 cats that my neighbor owns. I have called our bylaw officer
over this and as he explained to me - we don't have a cat bylaw so there's nothing he can do
to help me. I understand that. He did however suggest I call around to the shelters,etc. Well, I
did. Not one shelter or rescue  could I find that would accept cats that are not spayed or
neutered. I'm sorry but I'm not about to pay for someone else's animal to be fixed.
I have contacted the neighbor on more than one occasion to tell them their cats are here and
all I hear is - Oh yes, they got out when I opened the door to let the dog out or to take the kids
in and out. ...
I'm sorry, I don't care how they got out -- I care about them staying at their own home. They
do not come and get their cats and therefore, here they sit - wandering around my property,
tormenting my cats and have even sprayed on my patio doors.
Enough is enough.
I implore you to please consider bringing in a cat bylaw. I know I can't be the only person
having this problem as I have had calls in the past about people seeing if I know who owns a
stray that has shown up at their places.
Since I live on a highway - I don't want to physically chase these cats away for fear they'll run
out onto the highway and get hit. That would devistate me.
So please, consider a bylaw for cats - not only to protect the residents of this municipality, but

I
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to protect the animals also.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sue Hicks- Green. 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PARRY SOUND
RESOLUTION IN COUNCIL

DIVISION LIST

Councillor G. ASHFORD
Councillor J. BELESKEY
Councillor P. BORNEMAN
Councillor B. KEITH
Councillor D. McCANN
Councillor C^McDONALD
Mayor J. McGARVEY

N0. 2023 - 0^t°\

YES N0 DATE: April 4, 2023

MOVED BY:

g^-2^

SECONDED BY

CARRIED: DEFEATED:
<^ ^

Postponed to:

WhlEREAS Council for the Town of Parry Sound received a request from the
organization The Women ofOntario Say No, to support Bill 5, Stop the Harassment and

Abuse by Local Leaders Act, 2022

NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Council hereby supports Bill 5, Stop the
Harassment and Abuse by Local Leaders Act, 2022, which will require the code of
conduct for municipal Councillors and members of local boards to include a requirement
for those Councillors and members to comply with workplace violence and harassment

policies;

AND FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that copies ofthis resolution be sent to Premier

Doug Ford, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, MPP Graydon Smith, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario and West Parry Sound Municipalities.

IVtay^-J cGarvey

J
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Box 200, 217 Gideon St. • Stayner, Ontario L0M 1S0 T: 705.428.6230 F: 705.428.0288 

www.clearview.ca 

April 5, 2023 C00.2023 
 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building 
Queens Park 
Toronto, ON, M7A 1A4 

Re: Barriers for Women in Politics  

Please be advised that Council of the Township of Clearview, at its meeting held on April 
3, 2023, passed a resolution supporting the correspondence/resolution from the 
Township of Lucan Biddulph regarding Barriers for Women in Politics: 

Whereas, the Township of Clearview values equality and inclusivity in all areas 
of life, including politics;  

Whereas, women have historically been underrepresented in politics, and 
continue to face barriers and discrimination in their pursuit of elected office;  

Whereas, misogyny and harassment have been identified as significant 
challenges for women in politics, both in Canada and around the world;  

Whereas, the Township of Clearview believes that all individuals have the right 
to participate in a political environment that is free from discrimination, 
harassment, and misogyny;  

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Township of Clearview expresses its support 
for women in politics and their right to participate in a political environment 
that is free from misogyny and harassment, and where everyone feels equal.  

Be It Further Resolved, that the Township of Clearview commits to taking steps 
to ensure that our political environment is inclusive and welcoming to all 
individuals, regardless of gender, race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or 
other identity factors.  

Be It Further Resolved, that the Township of Clearview encourages other 
municipalities in Ontario and across Canada to join us in supporting women in 
politics and promoting gender equality in all areas of society.  

Be It Further Resolved, that a copy of this resolution be sent to all Ontario 
Municipalities for endorsement and the Premier of Ontario, to express the 
Township of Clearview’s commitment to this issue and encourage action at the 
provincial level to create legislation to ensure equality, safety, and security.   

L
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Box 200, 217 Gideon St. • Stayner, Ontario L0M 1S0 T: 705.428.6230 F: 705.428.0288 

www.clearview.ca 

 

If you have any questions regarding the above, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned.   

Regards, 

Sasha Helmkay, B.A., Dipl. M.A., AOMC 
Clerk/Director of Legislative Services 

cc:  All Ontario Municipalities  
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234-2023-1754 

April 6, 2023 

Good afternoon, 

Today, our government announced further action to tackle the housing supply 
crisis and reach our goal of 1.5 million homes by 2031. The Helping 
Homebuyers, Protecting Tenants Act is the latest in a series of steps our 
government is taking to increase housing supply and help more Ontarians find a 
home they can actually afford. 

Despite external economic challenges that are slowing down new home 
construction, including inflation and soaring interest rates, Ontario’s plan to build 
more homes faster is working – with the highest number of housing starts in 
more than 30 years in 2021 and 2022, and the highest number of rental housing 
starts on record last year.  

Details about the range of measures in our plan can be found in the news release 
here. 

As part of the plan, our government is introducing a new province-wide planning policy 
document that would provide municipalities with more flexibility, reduce duplication, 
create more homes in urban and rural communities, support local economies and create 
jobs while continuing to protect the environment (including existing Greenbelt 
protections), and public safety. It would also require coordination between municipalities 
and school boards to consider school and childcare needs earlier in the planning 
process, so that families moving to new housing can expect that local schools will be 
available for their children.  

Ontario is undertaking a 60-day consultation on the proposed new Provincial Planning 
Statement until June 6, 2023 https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6813. 

In addition, the plan contains numerous actions to further tackle Ontario’s housing crisis, 
including: 

• A $6.5 million investment to appoint an additional 40 adjudicators and hire five 
staff to improve service standards and continue to reduce active applications and 
decision timeframes at the Landlord and Tenant Board. This increase more than 
doubles of the number of full-time adjudicators at the Landlord Tenant Board. 

…/2 

Ministry of  
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing   
 
Office of the Minister 
 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor  
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3  
Tel.: 416 585-7000   
  
  

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales  
et du Logement   
 
Bureau du ministre 
 
777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 
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• Proposed changes to make life easier for renters, with changes that would, if 
passed, clarify and enhance tenants’ rights to install air conditioners. We are 
proposing to further strengthen protections against evictions due to renovations, 
demolitions and conversions, as well as those for landlord’s own use.  

• Proposed changes to the Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, and Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing Act to support the proposed new Provincial 
Planning Statement as well as other housing supply priorities. 

• Doing more to protect first-time home buyers and their savings by expanding 
deposit insurance for First Home Savings Accounts held at Ontario credit unions. 

• We are exploring a cooling-off/cancellation period on purchases of new freehold 
homes, and a requirement that purchasers of all new homes receive legal advice 
on their purchase agreements when they make one of the biggest purchases of 
their lives – a new home.  

These and other related consultations can be found through the Environmental 
Registry of Ontario and the Ontario Regulatory Registry. 

Our plan was informed by AMO’s 2022 A Blueprint for Action and ROMA’s 2022 
Task Force Report on Attainable Housing and Purpose-Built Rentals. These 
changes build on our continued work to provide a solid foundation to address 
Ontario’s housing supply crisis over the long term and will be supplemented by 
continued action in the future. 

The housing supply action plan is the latest in a series of steps our government 
is taking to increase housing supply and help more Ontarians find a home they 
can afford. We look forward to continued collaboration with our municipal 
partners to create the homes that Ontarians need today, tomorrow and in the 
decades to come.  

Sincerely, 

Steve Clark 
Minister   

c. Chief Administrative Officer 
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Luanne Patterson 
Senior System Manager Directrice de l'analyse des systèmes 
Environmental Assessment Évaluation environnementale 

Box 8100 Boite 8100 

Montréal, Québec Canada Montréal, Québec/Canada 

H3C 3N4 H3C 3N4  

April 12, 2023 

RE: CN RIGHT-OF-WAY VEGETATION CONTROL  

Dear Mayor, 

CN remains committed to running its railway sustainably, as well as building a level of trust 
and collaboration with the communities in which we operate. 

To that end, we are reaching out to advise you of our vegetation control activities in your 
area between April and October 2023. A regularly updated schedule is available at: 
CN.ca/vegetation 

If not managed properly, trees, brush or other vegetation can severely compromise rail and public 
safety. Vegetation can impede the view motorists have of oncoming trains and increase the risk 
of crossing accidents. Unwanted vegetation can damage the integrity of the railbed, interfere with 
signals and switches, contribute to track side fires, compromise employee and citizens safety, 
reduce visibility for train crews at road crossings/train control signals and track side warning 
devices, to name a few of the potential risks. 

CN’s annual vegetation control program is designed to mitigate these risks by managing brush, 
weeds, and other undesirable vegetation. This program is critical to ensure safe operations and 
contributes to the overall safety of your community. 

Control Measures 

CN manages vegetation using both chemical and mechanical methods. We are sensitive to 
concerns your community may have regarding chemical vegetation control and I would like to 
assure you that at CN, we strive to safeguard our neighbouring communities and the environment.  

The track infrastructure is composed of two main sections, the ballast section typically ranging 
from 16-24 feet (which is primarily gravel and supports the track structure) and the right of way 
portion (which is the area outside of the ballast section to the CN property boundary). 

The 16–24-foot ballast section and the areas around signals and communications equipment that 
are critical for safe railway operations will be managed using chemical methods. Application in these 
safety critical areas is done by spray trucks or spray trains with downcast nozzles that spray a short 
distance above the ground surface with shrouded booms, specially designed to limit the chemicals 
from drifting. The right-of-way section is maintained using mechanical control methods such as 
mowing, or brush cutting and may be chemically treated to control noxious or invasive weeds or 
brush. 

O
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CN will use chemical control techniques on the ballast section and specific locations of the right of 
way throughout the network for safety reasons. Furthermore, when chemicals are applied via spray 
train or truck, as outlined in the photo below, additives called surfactants are included to make the 
chemical work better. 

 

CN has retained professional contractors qualified to undertake this work. They are required to 
comply with all laws and regulations applicable to CN. In addition, the contractors will ensure that 
vegetation control is performed with consideration of the environment and in accordance with the 
highest industry standards. 

Inquiries 

Should your community have any noxious weed removal requests, we ask that you contact CN's 
Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or fill out the form at CN.ca/vegetation before June 1, 2023 
with the specific information and location. CN will make every effort to include those locations as 
part of our 2023 Vegetation Management Program. All notices sent after the above-mentioned 
date will be included in the 2024 Vegetation Management Plan. 

We look forward to working with you and answering any questions you may have regarding our 
vegetation control activities in your community.  Page 165 of 219 
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Please find attached the notices CN is publishing in local papers to advise the public. We would 
kindly ask that you post copies on your community’s website and at City Hall or other central 
locations for a wider distribution.  

For any questions or more information, please contact the CN Public Inquiry Line by telephone at 
1888-888-5909, or by email at contact@cn.ca.  

Please also find attached a list of FAQs regarding the program that may be of further assistance. 
Best regards, 

 

 

Luanne Patterson  
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Annual Vegetation Management Program 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
 
Where can I get more information about CN’s Vegetation Management Program?  
For more details, please visit our website at CN.ca/vegetation  

 
Why does CN need to remove vegetation along its train tracks annually? 

At CN, safety is a core value. Part of maintaining and operating a safe railway is ensuring 
vegetation is managed along our corridors. CN also has an obligation, pursuant to the Rules 
Respecting Track Safety, adopted under the Railway Safety Act, to ensure that vegetation on or 
immediately adjacent to the railway roadbed is controlled. More specifically, the rules require 
federal railways to ensure the track is free of vegetation that could create fire hazards, affect the 
track integrity, or obstruct visibility of operations and inspections. Separate regulations also 
require removal of vegetation to ensure every grade crossing meets sightline requirements. 

 
Where does CN remove vegetation? 

For the purposes of vegetation control, CN divides its rail lines into two components: the 
ballast section and the right-of-way. The ballast section (gravelled area) covers a 16 to 24ft 
width (4.9 to 7.3m). The right-of-way section covers a 42ft width (13m) on each side of the 
ballast section. 
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Vegetation in the right-of-way section needs to be controlled to protect sight lines for train crews 

to see signal systems and at road crossings, prevent trees from fouling the track during storms, 

reduce fuel loading to prevent fires, minimize wildlife mortality, ensure good drainage along 

ditches and culverts, amongst other safety requirements and is primarily controlled 

mechanically, by mowing and cutting of vegetation. Certain herbicide products are used 

(excluding glyphosate) to encourage grass rather than shrubs and trees. 

The ballast section, on the other hand, is the most critical area as it supports the track 
infrastructure that supports the movement of freight and passengers and provides an area for 
train crew to safely inspect their train. Given the crucial role it plays in ensuring the safety and 
integrity of rail operations, this section must be clear of all vegetation. The only proven way to 
effectively completely remove vegetation in the ballast section is through chemical application. 
 

 

How will you manage dry plants that remain once the spraying is completed?  

Ensuring vegetation is controlled on an annual basis is the best method to reduce larger volumes 
of dead and dry plants. This is because it eradicates vegetation before it grows, reducing the 
amount of dead plant material. CN’s program has been developed specifically with this in mind. 
Most vegetation, once dead, will naturally decay leaving little debris. As for the right-of-way, the 
herbicides used are selective and the grass cover will remain intact while shrubs or noxious weeds 
will be controlled. 
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What herbicides will CN be using?  

The choice of chemicals used depends on the specific plants targeted. All pesticides used in 

Canada are approved for use in Canada and the province in which they are applied. The chemicals 

for 2023 may include: 

Name Active Ingredient(s) PCP # 

Aspect Picloram & 2,4-D 31641 

Clearview Aminopyralid & Metsulfuron-Methyl 29752 

Credit Xtreme Glyphosate 29888 

Esplanade Indaziflam 200g/l 31333 

Milestone Aminopyralid 28517 

Navius Flex Metsulfuron-Methyl & Aminocyclopyrachlor 

3092228840                                           
31333                                     
32773 
30203 
30922 
31470 
31760  
27736 

Round Up Weather Pro Glyphosate 27487 

Hasten Adjuvant N/A 

Gateway Adjuvant N/A 

 

 

Will you be using Glyphosate. If so, is it dangerous for us or my pets? 

All pesticides CN uses in Canada are registered by Health Canada's Pest Management 

Regulatory Agency (PMRA) and have been approved for use in the province in which they are 

applied. Protection of human health and the environment is Health Canada's primary 

objective in the regulation of pesticides and all pesticides must undergo rigorous science-

based assessments before being approved for sale in Canada. The PMRA also re-evaluates 

registered pesticides on a cyclical basis to ensure they continue to meet modern health and 

environmental standards. The PMRA re-evaluated glyphosate in 2017 and reconfirmed that 

products containing glyphosate do not present risks to human health or the environment when 

used in accordance with revised label directions. CN's vegetation control contractor uses 

glyphosate in accordance with label directions. 
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Has CN tried any non-chemical weed control options in the past, such as weed whacking? 

Have they worked? 

CN has used weed cutting in the past to control vegetation, but this does not remove the roots, 

and actually encourages more growth. It is not an effective long-term solution for vegetation 

removal along railway tracks. The application of steam injection has also been investigated; 

however, it has proven ineffective in killing the roots, which, if left to continue growing, could 

compromise the integrity of the rail bed, causing unsafe operating conditions. 

CN has also explored other options, such as high concentrate vinegar (acetic acid). However, 

this was deemed not to be a viable option as the acid reacts negatively with steel and the 

sensitive electronic monitoring equipment used to regulate the safe movement and operation 

of our trains. 

 

I am an organic farmer adjacent to your tracks, should I be worried? 

Most of the vegetation control focuses on the ballast section (gravelled area) which is 16 – 24 

feet (4.9 to 7.3 meters) wide, leaving about 42 feet (13 meters) of right-of-way on each side of the 

ballast. The equipment used for application is a shrouded boom which focuses the spray 

downward to reduce potential drift. Application must also be done during appropriate weather 

conditions, including low wind levels. 

 

Many properties back onto the railway. Are Aspect, Clearview, Credit Xtreme, Esplanade, 

Milestone, Navius Flex, Round Up Weather Pro, Hasten, and Gateway safe to use in close 

proximity to people and pets? 

All pesticides used in Canada must be registered by Health Canada's Pest Management 

Regulatory Agency (PMRA), which has one of the toughest regulatory requirements in the world 

for approving products for safe use. CN only uses pesticides that have been approved for use in 

Canada and the province in which they are applied. When used according to label directions, 

PMRA has evaluated them to be safe.  

 

Can I request my area not be sprayed? 

At CN, safety is a core value. CN is governed by the Railway Safety Act and must comply with the 

laws and regulations. Vegetation control is a key component of keeping our employees and the 

communities in which we operate safe. Ensuring vegetation is kept clear of our infrastructure, 

signals, road crossing sight lines and enabling our teams to inspect and maintain the track is 

critically important. As a result, all areas of the CN ballast section will be treated to control 

vegetation. 

Page 170 of 219 



TOWNSHIP OF 2 West Carling Bay Road, Nobel ON POG '1G0

Email : mtaylor@carl ing.ca

Phone: 705-342-5856

Fax: 705-342-5527CARLING

April !2,2023

RE: Near North District School Board Mega School Serving Grades JK-I?

The Council for the Township of Carling passed the following resolution as part of the consent
agenda at their Regular Meeting of Council on April 1,I,2023:

23-OL7.sb Moved by Councillor Wing
Seconded by Councillor Cook

WHEREAS the Township of Carling received resolution 2023-OI4 from the Town of Parry Sound

expressing concerns regarding the size and the design of the proposed JK-12 Mega School;

AND WHEREAS the Council for the Township of Carling agrees with the Town of Parry Sound that
the facility is under designed and is based on outdated population information that cannot meet

the needs of the community it is serving;

AND WHEREAS the Township of Carling does not believe that enough public consultation was

done when considering the creation of a JK-12 school.

NOW THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that Committee of the Whole on behalf of Council requests

that the Near North District School Board conduct a more fulsome community consultation and

that the building be redesigned to be able to accommodate the current and future growth of the
population.

AND FURTHER that copies of this resolution be sent to the Minister of Education Stephen

Lecce, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Steven Clark, Premier Doug Ford, MPP

Graydon Smith and the West Parry Sound Municipalities.

Carried

P

Page 171 of 219 



lf you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 705-

342-5856 ext. 9181 or mtaylor@carling.ca

Sincerely

qTl"E^,'-S?-
Mackenzie Taylor
Deputy Clerk

Page 172 of 219 



Q

Page 173 of 219 



Page 174 of 219 



Page 175 of 219 



Page 176 of 219 



 

1 

 

                           
760 Peterborough County Road 36, Trent Lakes, ON K0M 1A0  Tel 705-738-3800 Fax 705-738-3801 
 

 

 

February 28, 2023 
 

Via email only 
 
To:  The Honourable Steve Clark, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

minister.mah@ontario.ca  
The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
doug.fordco@pc.ola.org  
The Honourable Dave Smith, MPP Peterborough-Kawartha 
dave.smithco@pc.ola.org 

 The Honourable Michelle Ferreri, MP Peterborough-Kawartha 
michelle.ferreri@parl.gc.ca 
Curve Lake First Nation 
audreyp@curvelake.ca 
The Association of Municipalities Ontario 
amo@amo.on.ca  

  
 
Re: Oath of Office 
 
Please be advised that during their Regular Council meeting held February 21, 
2023, Council passed the following resolution: 
 

Resolution No. R2023-119 
 
Moved by Councillor Franzen 

Seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Armstrong 

 

Whereas most municipalities in Ontario have a native land acknowledgement in 
their opening ceremony; and 

Whereas a clear reference to the rights of Indigenous people is the aim of 
advancing Truth and Reconciliation; and 

Whereas Call to Action 94 of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of 
Canada called upon the Government of Canada to replace the wording of the 
Oath of Citizenship to include the recognition of the laws of Canada including 
Treaties with Indigenous Peoples; and 

Whereas on June 21, 2021 an Act to amend The Citizenship Act received royal 
assent to include clear reference to the rights of Indigenous peoples aimed at 
advancing the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action within the 
broader reconciliation framework; and 

R
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2 

 

Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada outlines specific 
calls to action for municipal governments in Canada to act on, including 
education and collaboration; 

Therefore be it resolved that Council request to the Minister of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing that the following changes be made to the municipal oath of office: I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles III and that I 
will faithfully observe the laws of Canada including the Constitution, which 
recognizes and affirms the Aboriginal and treaty rights of First Nations, Inuit and 
Metis peoples; and further 

That this resolution be forwarded to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO), all Ontario municipalities, MPP Dave Smith, MP Michelle Ferreri, Premier 
Doug Ford and Curve Lake First Nation. 

 
Carried. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mayor and Council of the Municipality of Trent Lakes 

Cc: All Ontario municipalities 
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July 16, 2021 
 
To our valued community members,  
 
At its heart, Near North District School Board (NNDSB) is a learning environment. This value 
underpins every activity within the board. By sharing the Board’s plans to build a new JK-12 
school in Parry Sound, we have learned about the critical importance of two-way 
communication between communities and Near North District School Board. By asking for and 
listening to people’s needs, opinions, suggestions and complaints, the Board can adapt its 
response to provide information that supports their specific circumstances and concerns. 
Enabling our local communities to provide input during the Parry Sound family of schools 
accommodation review process, the development of the architectural plans for the new build 
and beyond is critical to the Board to support communication transparency while respecting 
the momentum of this project. Throughout the entirety of this engagement, the need for clear 
information was acknowledged by all parties. NNDSB is guided by data-informed decision-
making. By providing insight into the substantive analysis that has guided the Board’s actions 
contained in this report, our community can be assured that NNDSB is acting in the best 
interests of students within the parameters established by the Ministry of Education and the 
board’s fiscal realities.  
 
As the Chair of the Board of Trustees, and the Chair of the Parry Sound Build Committee, we are 
pleased to present this report to our community to recognize how important their voices are. 
We hope that this provides the information needed to spark excitement about our new school. 
Within the next two years, Near North District School Board anticipates opening our JK-12 state 
of the art education campus. It is our intent, through ongoing engagement, to continue to 
provide information and celebrate project milestones leading up to September 2023, to 
support positive and productive relationships with all stakeholders. We look forward to 
celebrating together.  
 
Thank you,  
 
     
 
Jay Aspin     John Cochrane 
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October 25, 2021 

 

Dear stakeholders:  
 
Near North District School Board (NNDSB) is committed to evolving this report as 
additional developments unfold. Given that further questions have been raised, we felt 
this was a good opportunity to provide updated information about the build’s milestones, 
funding intricacies, and capital project prioritization. Please continue to refer to the 
NNDSB website for updated information from administration, the Ministry, and the Parry 
Sound Build Committee.  
 
The Board will continue to provide transparent communication on the journey towards 
welcoming students into the new JK-12 Parry Sound school, as part of NNDSB’s 
strategic commitment to excellence in communication.  
 
We are thankful for our community’s support and excitement about this project. This is a 
truly spirited example of the board’s mission to provide opportunities that empower all 
learners.  
 
 
Thank you,  
 

 

 

Craig Myles 

Director of Education  
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April 20, 2022 
 
 
 
To our valued community members,  
 
 
We are pleased to share further developments in our Parry Sound Build. In keeping with 
the commitments the Board has made in the 2021-2026 Multi-Year Strategic Plan 
regarding Excellence in Communication, our Parry Sound JK-12 Build Community 
Feedback Report has been updated to reflect new information and developments in our 
project.  
 
Thank you for continuing to stay engaged with our progress. We look forward to 
celebrating the opening of this wonderful educational facility with you. 
 
 
 Thank you,  
 
 
 
 
Jay Aspin     John Cochrane 
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June 7, 2022 
 
 
 
To our valued community members,  
 
 
We are pleased to share another update of the Feedback Report regarding 
developments in our Parry Sound Build in response to questions and comments 
received from the community.  
 
The Board will continue to provide transparent communication on the journey towards 
welcoming students into the new JK-12 Parry Sound school, as part of NNDSB’s 
strategic commitment to excellence in communication. The board remains committed to 
evolving this resource as additional developments unfold, as I outlined in the letter to 
you on October 25, 2021. In this iteration, a new theme has been added to respond to 
questions and comments about governance procedures.  
 
Thank you for continuing to stay engaged with our progress. We look forward to 
celebrating the opening of this wonderful educational facility with you. 
 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
 
 
Craig Myles  
Director of Education  
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April 14, 2023 
 
 
To our valued community members, 
 
We are happy to present another update to our Feedback Report. In addition to 
NNDSB’s ongoing commitment to excellence in communication, we are also committed 
to building positive relationships with all members of our community to foster an 
engaged and inclusive culture. In this regard, we thank you for sharing your questions 
and feedback with our trustees and staff. Your valuable input allows us the opportunity 
to reflect on the project from a community perspective, and ensures we are providing 
relevant and current information related to the new JK-12 Parry Sound school.  
  
This report includes additional information about the separation between elementary 
and secondary students, enrolment trends, physical spaces including the gymnasium, 
hexpods, childcare, and EarlyON, an updated projection on the new school open date, 
and much more. We would encourage you to read through the report for full details.  
  
We want to express our continued enthusiasm and excitement for this project as it 
moves closer to becoming a reality. We thank you again for your ongoing interest in this 
project as we continue to deliver superior educational experiences to all students.   
  
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
Parry Sound Build Committee 
  
 
Parry Sound Build Committee Members: 
Howard Wesley, Committee Chair  
Shane Hall, Trustee     
Jeanie Fuscaldo, Trustee  
Seija Van Haesendonck, Superintendent of Business 
Gay Smylie, Superintendent of Education 
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Preamble: 
This report provides an analysis and a response to the feedback received from NNDSB 
staff, stakeholders, and community members regarding the Parry Sound JK-12 build. 
Consideration was given to feedback received via the board’s survey posted on the 
website, correspondence received directly by trustees, school and board level 
administration, as well as media inquiries. The board did not consider any statements 
voiced about the board that were not directed to the board (for example- public social 
media posts that were not directed to an NNDSB account). This decision was made to 
protect the integrity of the feedback that was received, with recognition that other social 
media comments represent an inequitable mode of gathering data. The quotes in this 
report are extracted from direct feedback received.  
 
Upon review of all board-directed feedback, the Parry Sound Build Committee distilled it 
into central themes to ensure consistent and thorough responses while at the same time 
making best use of time and resources, in lieu of providing individual responses. A 
media release was issued on June 22, 2021, advising the public this report would be 
posted to the website. The themes are discussed in no particular order. Near North 
District School Board is guided by reliable and valid data-informed decision making 
throughout all its operations.   
 
Definitions: 

• “ADE” refers to “Average Daily Enrollment” which describes the enrolment 
calculated using the average of the October and March enrolment figures. This 
formula is used and expected by the Ministry of Education and all public school 
boards in the province.  

• “ARC” refers to the “Accommodation Review Committee”. When school boards 
are considering decisions regarding the future of a school, that decision is made 
with the full involvement of an informed local community, and it is based on a 
broad range of criteria regarding the quality of the learning experience for 
students. An ARC assumes an advisory role and provides recommendations that 
inform the final decision made by the Board of Trustees. Each ARC must include 
membership drawn from the community.  

o In this case, the NNDSB Board of Trustees initiated an ARC regarding the 
Parry Sound family of schools in the fall of 2012. 

• “MOE” refers to the “Ministry of Education”, the division of the provincial 
government that administers the system of publicly funded elementary and 
secondary school education in Ontario. 

• “OTG Capacity” refers to “on-the-ground capacity” which describes student 
capacity, as approved by the Ministry and reflects all permanent teaching space 
available for instructional purposes. There are different capacities attributed to 
different types of instructional space – for example, a regular classroom, library, 
or a special education classroom. The OTG capacity is subject to increase or 
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decrease as it represents what is actually “on the ground” at a point in time. 
Temporary instructional spaces (such as edupods or hexpods) are not included 
in OTG capacity.  

• “NNDSB” refers to “Near North District School Board”.  
• “PARG” refers to the “Pupil Accommodation Review Guideline” which are the 

Ministry of Education’s requirements for school boards to share information with 
and seek feedback from their local municipalities and other community partners 
related to any pupil accommodation reviews a school board initiates.  

 
Theme #1 Collaborating with Indigenous Partners 
Stakeholders have expressed their interest in the opportunity to continue to make 
an impact in collaboration with Indigenous communities. Further consultation 
has occurred with First Nations leaders.  

NNDSB has committed to learning from local Indigenous communities, to become 
culturally competent and to become more inclusive in the language we use regarding 
working with all youth throughout all regions. We understand the important impact of 
surrounding First Nations, knowledge keepers, and Elders who share and teach 
Anishinaabemowin and Indigenous ways in accessible, safe, and communal space 
where Indigenous youth see themselves in their school. 

NNDSB consulted Indigenous partners throughout the ARC process and was pleased to 
have a representative as a voting member on the ARC to ensure the perspectives of 
First Nations Peoples were represented.  

In terms of the physical site, NNDSB architects are aware of the need for the inclusion 
of an Indigenous hub, specific Indigenous classroom needs, communal sharing space, 
accommodation for smudging and the placement of the Learning Lodge where teaching 
and learning can continue to occur. Architects will determine a place of honour, 
accessibility and safe keeping for the school drum Bmaadzijig Dewaganwaa that was 
birthed 18 years ago at PSHS by Indigenous youth and supported by members of the 
First Nations communities. The capital planning team will meet with Indigenous 
teachers and other representatives to confirm the best fit for the physical site. 
 
NNDSB is proud of the relationships with First Nations communities and remains 
grateful to the communities’ leaders for their support. As an example, please find an 
article here regarding how Shawanaga's Healing Centre offered its tipi to Parry Sound 
High School. Further engagement is planned to determine meaningful ways to honour 
Indigenous ways of being in the new school with external Indigenous stakeholders.   
 
In August 2021, NNDSB staff, trustees and representatives of three First Nations met 
with the managing partner, principal architect and a technologist of +VG Architects to 
discuss priorities for learning spaces for the new school. This conversation focused on 
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methods for creating a space that would feel like a second home for the students. 
These design elements include locating space intentionally with proximity to the outside 
so Elders can easily access the classrooms, together with efforts to incorporate more 
language through signage, and meaningful symbols throughout the school. This 
meeting was an important part of the consultation process. The feedback, ideas, and 
new learning was evident, and participants left the meeting with a stronger sense of the 
needs required to support the achievement and well-being of all students. Further 
internal consultation continued, which included our Indigenous Education team, +VG, 
the PSHS Principal (who brought forward thoughts and considerations from the 
Indigenous Youth at PSHS), as well as central staff responsible for the build. Three 
meetings were held to gather input during the design phase in the spring of 2022.  
 
 
 

Theme #2: Concerns About Student Population  
Concerns regarding collocating students from Junior Kindergarten through 
Grade 12 were expressed. This included comments from parents of younger 
students concerned about the negative influences of older students as well as 
concerns from parents of older students about experiences being limited by the 
presence of younger students. Comments were shared about transition planning 
for shared spaces (restrooms and the library for example). Questions were raised 
about transportation and entrance/exit management, together with inquiries 
about dedicated outdoor learning spaces.  
 
This concern was shared by members of the ARC Committee and echoed by 
community members during the four public ARC meetings in the early stages of this 
project. The NNDSB has been engaging in a wide variety of strategies and activities to 
improve the mental health and overall well-being of all students. Find out more about 
the board’s Mental Health and Addiction Strategy here.  
 
Research into the effect of having multi-grade or mixed panel students in one facility 
was undertaken. Educational research does not find consistent or compelling negative 
trends or impacts to student well-being or achievement when operating JK-12 schools. 
This is a growing trend and many schools throughout North America have leveraged the 
positive potentials that arise from this configuration, including student mentoring, 
tutoring, and collaboration. In Ontario, there are more than twenty JK-12 schools 
operating across the province, with approximately 25% of those schools opened in the 
last decade, and several more planned or currently under construction. 
 
The Near North District School Board has established school emergency procedures to 
manage emergency situations, including hold & secure and lockdowns. The recently 
enhanced procedures ensure that all students respond safely and efficiently in the event 
of an emergency. These same procedures will apply in the JK-12 school. The Safe 
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Schools team meets regularly with police services across the district to ensure that the 
NNDSB’s emergency response policies and practices are effective, efficient and 
maintain the highest level of student safety possible. 
 
The design of the school provides students with a balance between separate spaces 
that reflect their age and developmental stages alongside shared spaces that promote 
community and cooperation. The resources and connections of a larger school support 
a welcoming environment and greater opportunity for all students. Younger students 
have access to shared spaces such as a large gymnasium, and playing fields that are 
not typically available at an elementary school. The design intentionally maintains 
separation between the elementary and secondary students, with separate wings, and 
the triple gymnasium is split into a double gymnasium separated by a solid wall from a 
single gymnasium, which is directly accessible from the elementary wing, and contains 
its own gym storage space. A raised stage area for the music program will have 
retractable soundproof walls on either side which allows performances/assembly type 
activities to be viewed from either the student commons cafetorium side or the large 
double gymnasium, allowing elementary students the opportunity to stage presentations 
or performances, unlike in a normal elementary school design. 

The EarlyON space has been included in the elementary wing of the design, between 
the childcare space and the elementary classrooms, and the kitchen space will be 
available for use by the elementary panel for breakfast programs, hot lunches and 
special events. 

Another strength of the collocation model is the reduced impact of student transitions, 
which do have a negative effect on student achievement. Current JK-12 schools have 
shared there is a thoughtful spiraling of curriculum where common language is 
introduced early and built upon as students move through their JK-12 program. 
Horizontal and vertical alignment of curriculum and social-emotional development is 
evident throughout all 14 years, providing unparalleled continuity and strength of 
experience. Students do not have to transition from one physical building to another as 
their entire elementary and high school experience occurs in the same building. 
Transitioning from school to school to school can be very stressful for students. 
Additionally, parents may choose to send their children to the childcare at this JK-12 
school, further reducing transitions during their educational journey. Please see a media 
release here as an example of how secondary students act as role models for 
elementary students.  
 
Further information from a provincial perspective was outlined in a report prepared by 
independent consultant, L. Dallip, to demonstrate the success of this integrative model. 
L. Dallip noted this model provides for better overall performance by students; stronger 
extra-curricular programs in the primary, junior, senior and secondary divisions while 
providing stronger program opportunities for Grade 7 and 8 in specialized secondary 
school program spaces.  
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NNDSB values outdoor learning and it will continue. The JK-12 build will allow for ample 
outdoor spaces suited to the needs of all students. This includes intentionally structured 
and individualized play yards for our child-care operators, kindergarten learners and 
elementary students and physed and sports spaces for intermediate senior students. All 
students will continue to benefit from the green spaces located on the 10-hectare 
property, which will be maintained as part of the design. 
 
Through the construction of a more efficient design, there is expected to be more 
outdoor recreation space that is currently utilized on the property. NNDSB was pleased 
to have received approval from the Town of Parry Sound to reduce the number and size 
of required parking spaces. As a result of this reduction approval, further property space 
can be used for outdoor recreation and learning.  

 
Further information on how the board supports the equity and well- being of students 
can be found here on the board’s website.  
 
 
Theme #3: Questions About Historical Decision-Making and Community 
Engagement  
Inquiries were submitted regarding the Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) 
process, time lapse and recommendation age. Our community had questions 
about the location selection, community partnership opportunities explored, and 
creative use of existing facilities. Questions were raised on the Board of Trustees’ 
approval and decision-making process.  
 
Public school boards in Ontario are mandated to consider school consolidations and/or 
closures when educational spaces are underutilized. Based on a funding model that 
only provides boards with dollars “per-student,” schools lose funding as their enrolment 
decreases, resulting in deficit operating costs. NNDSB understands the importance of 
spending money on improving the educational experience of all students, but when 
buildings are underutilized, NNDSB must then use those funds to maintain empty 
spaces, not on the students who are in the classrooms. 
 
Utilization rates for October 2022 at Nobel Public School, McDougall Public Schools, 
and Parry Sound High will sit at 56%, 56% and 58% respectively. Generally, any 
schools under 60% utilization are deemed to be “underutilized.” NNDSB is paying to 
operate those empty spaces, spending dollars that should go towards student 
programming. 
 
Boards of Trustees, through information received by staff and the ARC, make decisions 
on school closures and consolidations based on student needs. Diverse programming 
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and specialized supports abound when students can be brought together through 
school consolidation. Often, these specialized spaces, and the qualified staff to operate 
them, would be unavailable at smaller schools with low enrolment. In this way, school 
consolidation benefits all students.  
 
Some community members continue to express desires for the existing elementary 
schools and the high school to be renovated, while others would like for a new 
elementary and high school to be built. In order to renovate or make a new proposal for 
two new schools, an accommodation review (ARC) would need to be submitted to the 
Ministry of Education for consideration. However, in June 2018, the Ministry introduced 
a freeze (a moratorium) on the initiation of new ARCs, meaning that no new renovation 
or development projects can be considered until such a time as the moratorium is lifted. 
NNDSB is fortunate that approval for the new JK-12 school was obtained prior to the 
moratorium and is thus permitted to proceed. If the Board terminates this project, there 
is no ability to pursue other options. As noted above, renovations to existing schools or 
constructing two buildings (an elementary and a secondary school) instead of the JK-12 
school, would not be considered by the Ministry. The schools would remain 
underutilized, and funds would continue to go towards maintaining empty space, rather 
than being directed into student programming. Furthermore, future applications for 
funding would be looked upon negatively, based on our history of having declined 
funding that was previously offered for a new build. 
 
The following outlines the accommodation review process for the Parry Sound family of 
schools:  
 
Initial Project Funding: Spring 2013 – Fall 2013: 
The new JK – 12 Parry Sound project began with Board motions in October and 
November of 2012, to conduct a pupil accommodation review to consider closure and/or 
consolidation options for schools *William Beatty, Nobel, McDougall, and Parry Sound 
High. This accommodation review took place in the Winter and Spring of 2013 and 
included four public meetings to gather parent, staff and community input. 
 
*William Beatty and Victory were involved in an ARC several years earlier resulting in a 
successful business case to build a new school on the Tudhope site (now the Parry 
Sound Public School). Due to funding issues, PSPS originally designated as a JK-8, 
was changed to a JK-6. William Beatty was clustered in this series of motions to seek 
approval from the board to move the Grade 7 and 8 students to Parry Sound High 
School to become Parry Sound “Intermediate” School. 
 
As per the Accommodation Review process and the Board’s policy at the time, public 
consultation meetings were held at the locations and dates listed below: 
 Parry Sound HS: February 21, 2013 
 McDougall PS: March 20, 2013 
 Nobel PS: April 18, 2013 
 Parry Sound HS: May 16, 2013 
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Following public consultation, the ARC recommended that NNDSB seek Ministry of 
Education (MOE) funding to build a new K-8 elementary and 9-12 secondary school on 
one campus, resulting in the closure of Nobel PS, McDougall PS and Parry Sound High. 
This new facility set out to house K-8 students in a separate but attached space to the 
space accommodating 9-12 students to allow program integration and the use of shared 
facility amenities. The final report from the Parry Sound Family of Schools ARC (dated 
June 25, 2013) was shared with local town councils for review prior to being reviewed 
by the NNDSB Board of Trustees. Resolutions from the Corporation of the Township of 
Seguin (dated September 9, 2013- resolution 2013-300), and the Council for the Town 
of Parry Sound (dated September 17, 2013- resolution no. 2013-199) expressed 
support for the ARC’s recommendations.  
 
In October 2013, NNDSB Trustees passed a motion at the public session of the regular 
Board meeting to file a capital funding submission under the Capital Priorities initiative 
with the Ministry of Education. This submission was based on the recommendation of 
the ARC to build one facility that would house separate elementary and secondary 
learning areas with shared use of common facilities such as the gymnasium, library and 
office spaces. 
 
In March 2014, the Ministry of Education denied the Capital Priorities submission, as 
presented at the Public Session Board meeting by then Director of Education Geoff 
Botting. At the same meeting, the Board put forth a motion to resubmit the Capital 
Priorities funding submission in the Fall of 2014.  
 
On March 5, 2015, the Ministry announced that funding would be approved for a JK-12 
Parry Sound build and the Parry Sound Building Committee was struck. 
 
Site Selection: 
Site selection was the first order of business brought forward by the newly established 
Parry Sound Building Committee in the Spring of 2015. The original funding was $27.6 
million. However, the Ministry funding is provided for the building only and not the 
purchase of a building site. 
 
The ARC, with the support of trustees, formed a Site Selection Committee whose 
members included elected municipal representatives, Parent Advisory Council 
members, members of the community and senior staff involved with capital projects. 
Stakeholder consultation was broad reaching and included community employers, staff 
at the three consolidating schools, students, NNDSB Plant Department, and 
representatives of the five First Nations in the Parry Sound area. Simultaneously, 
several site studies and environmental investigations were being conducted, including 
subsurface conditions, surface topography and traffic studies. 
 
A site consultant was contracted and approximately 20 sites were investigated, with 
each township requesting consideration. Despite the desire to house the new facility, 
none of the communities were able to contribute financially to the redevelopment of a 
site, which would be needed to support the build. To honour the requests of all 
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townships to investigate sites on their behalf, this process took just over 2 years to 
complete (April 2015 – June 2017). To date there are still no offers of financial or in-kind 
support from any municipalities.  
 
During the site consultation period, the MOE announced the approval of funding for the 
inclusion of a childcare centre at the site and allocated $1.5 million more towards the 
project (October 2015). 
 
Senior staff of NNDSB, in consultation with the MOE’s analyst at the time, concluded 
that the selection of the current high school site would be the preferred option, as it was 
sizeable and serviced, there was no purchase required, with the potential to build 
around the existing school, allowing students and staff to remain on site during the 
build. The Board passed a motion in June 2017 to select the Parry Sound High School 
site as the location for the new JK-12 build and proceed with the project. 
 
Initial Building and Design: 
From October 2017, through February 2018, the Parry Sound Building Committee met 
to discuss design and programming for the JK-12 facility. During that time, it met with 
representatives from the five First Nations whose youth attend Parry Sound High, along 
with community employers who wanted to prepare students for employment in the 
region. These stakeholders spoke about the youth migration out of the community and 
the need for increased work fields related to trades, hospitality, and healthcare. The 
Committee consulted with school staff and students, collecting data that significantly 
informed the programming needs of the area. Moving ahead in tandem, consultants 
were initiating several site studies and environmental investigations in anticipation of 
demolition of the existing facility, as well as subsurface conditions, surface topography 
and the possible requirement for blasting and dewatering, traffic studies, etc. 
 
On June 28, 2017, the Ministry of Education introduced a moratorium on school 
closures. Additionally, with the changing of the provincial government in June 2018, 
boards could not initiate a new accommodation review. ARCs completed prior to this 
date were not subject to the moratorium and could continue the planning and 
construction of their new builds. The Accommodation Review Process remains on 
pause, and as of February 2023, has yet to be revised for use by public school boards.  
 
In summer of 2021, the board engaged an external consultant to review the information 
and conclusions of the ARC. Ms. Lygia Dallip was selected as an independent 
consultant given her significant experience with the ministerial capital planning process. 
Ms. Dallip was provided with extensive information to form her opinion. This included 
the notices from several municipalities, that previously supported the ARC 
Recommendations in 2013, which adopted resolutions calling to establish a new ARC to 
review the accommodation needs within the Parry Sound Family of schools. When 
reviewing this information, the consultant recognized that if the Board were to consider 
the municipalities’ resolutions to establish a new ARC for the Parry Sound area, such an 
action would continue to delay addressing the accommodation needs within Parry 
Sound. In fact, the build may be in jeopardy of being shelved indefinitely as there is a 
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ministerial moratorium on PARGs. In the development of her report, the consultant 
concluded that based on the information available through the NNDSB and available 
publicly, the Board has consistently followed its required process. Ms. Dallip’s full report 
is available to the public and posted on the board’s website here.  
 
 

Theme #4: School Building Concerns and Timelines  
Stakeholders questioned sustainability features as well as longer term 
sustainability plans. Questions arose regarding the size of the building and 
placement of equipment and dedicated spaces within. A great number of 
suggestions were provided on items for inclusion, with some specifically noted 
as gym construction and size parameters, specialty program placement 
(technical shops, music program and instrument needs). Questions were raised 
regarding timelines for construction work on the demolition stage of the project.  
 
The Ministry has approved the built environment at 105,345 sq. ft. Based on enrolment, 
a double gym and a single gym have been approved, in essence creating three 
functional gym spaces including the single gym dedicated to the elementary students. 
Regarding energy efficient design practices, the architects and professional consultants 
will implement as many elements as the budget will allow. 
 
NNDSB was approached by the Canadian Wood Council for a partnership opportunity 
under the Wood WORKS!  Program that provides technical assistance on codes, 
standards, design, material sourcing and field related issues.  Wood WORKS! 
advocates and celebrates the use of wood products that are as strong as steel and as 
durable as concrete as well as being the only renewable, sustainable and carbon 
sequestering construction product to help the environment for today and future 
generations. This is an example of potential opportunities NNDSB will consider 
exploring.   
 
The first phase included a partial demolition summer/fall 2021 to ensure students have 
a functional school to attend in September 2021 while preparing for construction. Plans 
included the demolition of the north side of the current building (library area), while 
maintaining the cafeteria and shop areas. The two-storey school features two wings 
forming an L-shape: a childcare/elementary wing and a secondary wing. Main elements 
will be located on the first floor (cafeteria, lobby, gym, administration offices). The 
second floor will be academic wings, with seven additional elementary classrooms and 
private study areas. The rear wing will house technology areas, and science and 
technology wings are being overlaid to make the best use of ventilation systems. The L-
shape will allow construction around the existing building while placing the new build 
prominently on the site between the two main streets. 
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As with all schools, programming is driven by student interest. At the working drawing 
stage, the project architect met with staff representatives about the unique needs of 
their space. The PSHS administrator as well as the Superintendent attended each 
individual meeting. NNDSB created a Programming Sub-Committee with a specific 
focus on programming that continues to oversee these developments. Membership is 
comprised of NNDSB staff involved with capital projects management, the PSHS 
principal, and Superintendent. Additional staff resources are invited to attend as 
needed.  
 
Over the winter months of 2022, in order to ensure that the JK-12 building design fit 
within the parameters set by the Ministry, the Board paused progress on the working 
drawings, and collaborated with the Ministry and its architects to review the floor plan 
and square footage of the design. Following confirmation from the Ministry that the 
design continues to meet the appropriate benchmarks, the Board requested that +VG 
resume work on the building design and working drawings. The building design and site 
plans are now complete and can be viewed on the board’s website here. Additionally, a 
video walkthrough of the site plans, floor plans and building renderings can be seen 
here. This walkthrough will give you a sense of what the building will look like, and the 
general layout of the school spaces.  A revised project schedule is projecting a 
September 2025 planned opening for the new school, which extends the expected 
timeframe for the project’s other milestones as well.  
 
 
Theme #5: Budget Constraints:  
Questions regarding the age of the funding, how the budget would adapt to rising 
costs of construction, other revenue streams that should be considered, and 
comparative analysis to other NNDSB capital projects.  
 
The total funding provided by the province is $27,372,629. This amount was confirmed 
in a press release issued on August 5, 2021. It is posted on the board’s website here.  
 
Costs are part of the approval process. NNDSB is bound by Ministry allocations for new 
builds. Up to this point, there have been no offers from individuals or organizations for 
financial or in-kind support. Therefore, our budget remains fixed. We are expected to 
design this project within the approved funding allotment.  
 
NNDSB continues to seek out further funding opportunities to further enhance design 
possibilities. We are thankful for the continued partnership with First Nations 
communities and their further consideration of support to allow additional design 
features reflecting First Nations cultures. These possibilities continue to be explored 
under the leadership of the Board’s First Nations Trustee and our executive council.  
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Building upon the information shared in theme 3 that articulates factors affecting the 
Ministry’s funding formula, it is noted that further information would be helpful to expand 
our community’s understanding. To arrive at the funding calculation, the Ministry has 
recognized geography and unique location needs as one element, referred to as 
“Geographic Area Factors” (GAF). The Ministry had calculated the GAF for the Parry 
Sound build at a lower rate than the GAF used to calculate capital projects constructed 
in other regions of NNDSB. This results in a lower funding allocation for the Parry 
Sound capital project in this category. Despite a lower GAF and an overall lower funding 
allocation, the proposed JK-12 build will feature a state of the art gymnasium and 
cafetorium with a raised stage area, a special needs hub which includes a barrier free 
kitchen area for life skills training and food preparation, a dedicated Indigenous 
Classroom with attached seminar room that will include appropriate ventilation for 
smudging ceremonies, award winning hexpod-design educational space with a large 
outdoor deck for outdoor collaboration, and an untouched greenspace area of 
approximately 2 acres that could be developed for student use. The finished product will 
be a welcoming space where all students can grow and thrive. 
 
Similarly, funding approval age is another element drawn from construction 
benchmarks. Currently, NNDSB has plans for the use of temporary instructional space 
in two capital projects. It is noted that the temporary instructional space funding for the 
Parry Sound project was approved at a higher rate than other capital builds given the 
approval was received more recently (in 2020). As part of the independent report 
prepared, Ms. Dallip reviewed the concerns of some members of the Parry Sound 
community that schools in the community are at a disadvantage when compared to 
NNDSB schools in North Bay and determined these are opinions only.  
 
Additional funding related to site specific costs forms part of the total build budget. To 
date, the Ministry has provided supplementary funding related to the additional costs for 
the Parry Sound Build for demolition. This is not related to enrollment, but entirely 
related to engineering requirements for the unique site.  
 
There are variances between capital projects regarding childcare spaces and funding 
given the unique needs of each community. It is noted that the design and approval 
process for childcare and EarlyOn centres are approved separately from the costs for 
the school building capital project application. Opportunities for new childcare or 
EarlyOn spaces are opened by the Ministry through a “Call for Proposals” approach. In 
the case of the Parry Sound capital project, NNDSB was proud to be identified as the 
successful applicant. Approval for this project was received in 2015. Please reference 
information shared in Theme #3 for a review of the funding approval timeline.  
 
As part of the design consultation, NNDSB met with childcare operators at the District of 
Parry Sound Social Services Administration Board (DPSSAB) who determined the size 
and scope of the space request. The childcare space in the new JK-12 building will 
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occupy 3 rooms, including one infant room (10 spaces), one toddler room (15 spaces), 
and one preschool room (24 spaces), which is based entirely on the childcare operator’s 
identified needs. The childcare center is designed to meet all licensing requirements, 
including the unobstructed floor space measurement required per child, the amount of 
window space required (as a percentage of the square footage of the room), the 
appropriate number of washroom spaces, unobstructed space measurement per child in 
the outdoor play area, kitchen requirements (including commercial equipment), and 
appropriate office and other spaces for the staff.  

Further information can be found by reviewing the Ontario Child Care and EarlyON 
Child and Family Centres Service Management and Funding Guideline 2023, found 
here.  
 
 
Theme #6: Use of Edupods/ Hexpods: 
Comments were received regarding the use, integrity and quality of the hexpods. 
Questions emerged from the community on where they would be located on the 
property, and from educators on what programs they would support. Educators 
questioned how the pods would be properly secured during lockdown drills. 
Parents and community partners queried what amenities would be available in 
the pods, and how students would access the spaces from the main building. 
Questions were raised on their use/ sustainability in general and the cost. 
Educators raised concerns with equipment storage challenges due to the unique 
shapes and the impact on the learning environment.  
 
It is an established practice for the Ministry of Education to consider the region's 
declining enrollment.  In doing so, the approved square footage of the built environment 
will see appropriate utilization of space as we move into the future.  
 
School boards are not permitted to build permanent square footage that data shows will 
be underutilized in 10 years. This is the reality across the province for all new school 
builds in areas experiencing declining enrolment. In the Fall of 2018 senior staff began 
to rethink solutions that might address the new provincial funding challenges and low 
enrollment projections. Utilization at Parry Sound Public School was another 
consideration, given that by 2027-28 when this school would be only 12 years old, the 
projected utilization at this school would be 58%. Considering that there will be two 
schools in Parry Sound proper, fiscally appropriate solutions for the future included 
building a JK-12 school with a smaller footprint and the use of temporary instructional 
space so that the structure and student population could shift with enrollment shifts.  
 
In response to this challenge, our architects have created a uniquely designed hex-pod 
that is attractive, innovative and creates an inspiring learning space. This new approach 
to transitional classrooms was designed by the Ventin Group and was featured in 
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Building Magazine in August 2020. The benefits of this new design, which includes 120-
degree corners, allow pods to be clustered in a honey-comb shape. The hexagonal 
space feels more spacious and fosters a sense of collaboration, very much in line with 
the 21st Century collaboration spaces that will be featured throughout the school. These 
pods also offer increased natural light, fresh air and eco-friendly designs. Each side is 
17 feet long and 12 feet high, for a perimeter of 102 feet and surface area of 750 square 
feet, the size of a regular classroom. 
 
The hexpod incorporates recycled, reusable and ethically sourced materials. This 
attribute reinforces the sustainability philosophy valued by the board and expected by 
the community. A traditional portable is constructed as a stick frame wood assembly 
with insulation in the wall. By contrast, the hexpod uses structural insulated panels 
(SIPs), a high-performance building system for residential and commercial construction. 
The lightweight panels comprise an insulating foam core sandwiched between two 
structural facings, typically oriented strand board fabricated with timber from sustainable 
sources. SIPs use less timber than the portable’s stick frame and are one of the most 
economical and eco-friendly forms of construction. SIP buildings are also more energy 
efficient, strong, quiet and airtight. Less air leakage means fewer drafts, fewer noise 
penetrations and significantly lower energy bills with a consequent reduction in CO₂ 
emissions. The continuity of the rigid insulation within the system enhances thermal 
reliability and inhibits the passage of water vapour, reducing susceptibility to mould-
causing condensation. 
 
Hexpods provide at least 50 percent more windows than a typical portable. Washable 
finishes on all surfaces allow for increased ease of sanitization and feature an 
integrated HVAC (heating, ventilation, air-conditioning) and air purification system that 
includes a HEPA (high-efficiency particulate air) filter to remove airborne viruses and 
other contaminants such as dust and allergens. Pod materials are certified to be 
nontoxic and free of off-gassing from formaldehyde and other volatile organic 
compounds.  
 
Six hexpods are planned to complement the built environment of the JK-12 school that 
will provide an additional 138 spaces for Parry Sound students. The hexpods will 
provide an additional 4,500 square feet of temporary instructional space. Four pods will 
be dedicated for secondary use, and two will be reserved for elementary use. The Parry 
Sound Build Committee has echoed the comments from the community on the 
preference for hexpods to be constructed adjacent to the school building. The four 
secondary hexpods will be adjacent to the secondary wing of the building, creating 
direct access to the main building, and a large deck has been designed to tie the four 
units together creating another pocket of space for outdoor collaboration.  
The two elementary hexpods will be directly adjacent to the elementary wing for access 
to the elementary washrooms and the gymnasium.    
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Theme #7: Enrollment Clarifications 
Detailed questions were received on disparities in the board’s enrollment 
projections, the external factors used to make the calculations, and how 
adaptable the predictions would be in response to an increase in student 
registrations due to COVID-19 relocations out of larger cities and into Parry 
Sound and surrounding communities. Questions were raised on the board’s 
boundary lines and how registration to the new school would be determined.  
 
NNDSB has consistently demonstrated a plus or minus of 2% in the accuracy of 
projected enrollments. This information is calculated using planning data from 
consecutive actual NNDSB grade enrolment figures, local municipalities and information 
obtained from the census, including population projections and birth data. The current 
Ontario population projections are based on the 2016 Census and run from 2017 to 
2041. When considered all together, the collective data points to aging populations in 
the communities served by NNDSB, which is reflected in the school board’s trend 
towards declining enrolment. When School-Aged Census Population data from 2011 is 
compared to 2016, for example, it shows that our district’s school-age population 
continues to decline, affecting both elementary and secondary panels.  
 
*from November 2022 Enrolment Projections 

School Name 
Projected Enrollment 

October 2022 September 
2023 

September 
2025 

McDougall 168 160 138 
Nobel 188 192 184 

Parry Sound Intermediate 93 108 96 
Parry Sound High 604 640 645 

Total: 1,053 1,100 1,063 
 
The Near North District School Board recalculates enrollment projections annually to 
ensure that they reflect the most current municipal trends. This ensures that any 
unforeseen changes, such as the impact of COVID-19, are reflected in our annual 
updates. This is also why enrollment numbers contained in documents from previous 
years may not reflect the most up-to-date projections.  
 
At the December 13, 2022, Board of Trustees meeting, an enrollment report was 
presented that noted student enrolment at the Near North District School Board has 
returned to a level consistent with pre-pandemic school years.  As of October 31, 2022, 
the board’s overall enrolment was 10,010 students. Preliminary enrolment projections 
for the 2023-24 school year currently sit at 10,086 students, based on October 31, 
2022, enrolment. 
 
Community members have questioned how the build will adapt to the influx of 
newcomers to the community. NNDSB considers other trends, such as new 
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employment opportunities or increased post-secondary programs, that may also affect 
the population of school aged children in any given area. It is important to note that 
population increases do not directly correlate to increases in school enrollment; the 
population of young families moving into or out of an area, for example, has a greater 
impact than raw population scores. While the area has a strong real estate market, this 
does not necessarily result in younger families with school aged children. Additionally, 
the impact to NNDSB schools only occur with school aged students being registered at 
our schools. Despite accounts from a variety of local Parry Sound contributors, no 
scientific, reliable or valid data has been presented to support the anecdotal claims of 
increased population as it relates to enrollment; therefore, NNDSB is compelled to 
remain within the context of scientific data and not base decisions on speculation. It 
would be irresponsible of NNDSB to use speculation to inform data-based decisions. 
Further, it is not expected that the ministry would allocate additional funding based on 
speculative input. No data has emerged to demonstrate NNDSB must recast enrolment 
projections. 
 
In reviewing the board’s enrolment data from October 2019 through October 2022, the 
following enrolment trends were identified in the elementary schools within the 
catchment: 
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Over the last 4 years, the largest enrolment increases occurred in Whitestone Lake 
Public School, which has a small enrolment (59 students as of October 31, 2022), so a 
small increase in students results in a larger percentage increase. McDougall and 
Nobel, which are slated to consolidate into the new JK-12 build, have experienced 
minimal or no enrolment increases since 2019, and Parry Sound High School and Parry 
Sound Intermediate have experienced a decrease in enrolment since 2019-20. The 
enrolment trends have not necessarily followed in the same direction as the overall 
census data. 

When reviewing the 2021 census data by age, the following trends were noted: 
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In all of the communities, the largest percentage increases were identified in the 65 
years and over demographic category. The communities with large percentage 
increases in all age categories were usually the communities with smaller populations, 
so the increase shown as a percentage is higher (for example, although Parry Sound 
and The Archipelago increased by a similar number overall, the percentage increase for 
the Archipelago was 84%, while it was only 7% for Parry Sound). Also of note is that 
Parry Sound, the largest of the 8 communities identified above, experienced a slight 
decrease in population in the 0-19 years category, and only a 1.6% increase in the 20-
64 years category, but a 25% increase in the 65 years and over category. 

  
As indicated in the independent consultant’s report, the Board uses local municipal and 
regional development forecasts as a component of the development of their enrolment 
projections. The Board then applies its historical apportionment share of the total 
projected number of the school-aged population to determine the need for additional 
school space. The apportionment share is a board’s share of the total school-aged 
population for the area when considering the four/five other service providers. As with 
school boards of a similar size, NNDSB’s enrolment projection process considers its 
student retention rates by assessing a two-year, a three-year, a four-year and a five-
year weighted and unweighted average when applying progression factors to the 
projections. Any development is captured through this process.  
 
Like all boards in Ontario, Near North makes adjustments to resource allocations based 
on student enrollment annually. Every year at pre-determined points, NNDSB engages 
in an exercise to verify projected enrollment against actual enrollment and then adjusts 
accordingly. This may include allocation of resources, increasing or decreasing the 
number of regular classrooms and allocating the correct number of staff to serve each 
classroom, considering the grade, program and needs of the students. This process 
utilizes projected enrollments to plan, while maintaining a mechanism in which to right-
size each school within the first month of each school year to ensure the best learning 
experience for each child, at each school. 
 
 

Theme #8: Consultation and Communication 
Our community wondered about previous communications to parents, as well as 
future communication planning across the whole school community. Website 
navigation suggestions were raised to share perspectives on how and where the 
board has shared material throughout the project on the NNDSB website. Specific 
questions on stakeholder engagement and board communication protocols were 
raised.   
 
NNDSB has collected information in several sessions that included teaching staff, 
operational staff, students, and First Nations representatives. All the information 
collected has remained relevant, and further meetings occurred with selected staff 
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where design details were required to support programming needs - i.e., Special 
Education, science labs, tech labs etc., as well as again with First Nations 
representatives when preliminary plans were prepared by the architect.  
 
This project has a dedicated place on the board’s website that contains media releases, 
reports from the Parry Sound Build Committee, as well as meeting minutes. All 
information shared with the public through the board’s communication protocol will be 
added to the Parry Sound JK-12 section of the website. The board was pleased to be 
invited to present a deputation to Parry Sound Town Council on June 1, 2021. This 
event was recorded and is viewable on the town’s YouTube channel. On June 8, 2021, 
the board hosted a community review event with the project leads and principal 
architect from +VG. An additional meeting was hosted for internal stakeholders from the 
Parry Sound family of schools to ask specific questions. At each of the events, 
participants were able to ask questions regarding the build. As a further courtesy, not 
required by the ARC process but in consideration of further opinion, participants were 
also invited to provide feedback through a website survey.  
NNDSB has a communication protocol in place to support effective communication. 
Communication protocols are in place to facilitate communication to and from inform the 
board.  In January 2020, NNDSB strengthened its communications practices, building 
on the administrative guidelines that address how inquiries and communication are to 
take place by employees and members of the public. 
 
On August 19, 2021, a consultation was held with First Nation representatives, where 
Paul Sapounzi of +VG presented themes and designs for the new build. There was 
significant discussion about various aspects of the build including the space dedicated 
to Indigenous education, and the importance of continuing consultation with the 
Indigenous students attending the schools. 

 In consideration of the feedback received in this meeting, internal consultation 
continued which included our Indigenous Education team, +VG, the PSHS Principal 
(who brought forward thoughts and considerations from the Indigenous Youth at PSHS), 
as well as central staff responsible for the build. Three meetings were held to gather 
input at the design phase in the spring of 2022. 

While completing the designs of the building, and developing the working drawings, 
+VG has worked with the Capital Projects Manager to ensure staff input has been 
obtained into various aspects of the building, especially with regard to the specialized 
technical spaces.  

At the February 6, 2023, PS Build Committee meeting, Manager Speirs presented a 
walkthrough of the site plan and floor plans for both levels. These plans have been posted on 
the website, and a video of Manager Speirs’ presentation will accompany those plans for 
members of the public who did not attend the committee meeting. 

 

Page 205 of 219 



25 | P a g e  
 

As part of its commitment to more frequent, timely and transparent communication, 
NNDSB developed a protocol for written documents that includes stakeholders. Written 
communication has a process to be followed that allows the executive team, trustees, 
principals and managers, union partners and staff to see the information before it is sent 
to families, posted to the website, shared on social media, and distributed to media. 
 
The intent of this protocol is to provide community stakeholders with relevant news 
while giving NNDSB staff advance notice wherever possible, as well as to ensure 
consistent, clear and accurate information.   
 
These protocols supplement the long-standing administrative guidelines that lay out the 
process for communicating with NNDSB. The objective of the process is to deal with 
questions and concerns at the grassroots level and move questions and concerns 
through an ascending communication flow until the question or concern is addressed. 
For example, a teacher would speak to their principal; if the principal did not have an 
answer, they would speak to their superintendent, etc. A parent would address a 
concern with a teacher first, then the principal, then the superintendent, then the 
Director of Education, then the trustee who would then bring it to the Chair of the Board. 
A member of the public (who does not have a child affiliated with a school) could still 
reach out to the local school for information or contact their elected trustee for advice on 
the process. Members of school advisory councils should communicate with the 
principal of the school. 
 
The purpose of an ascending communication flow is to ensure that NNDSB messaging 
is timely, consistent, clear and correct. More detailed information regarding the 
protocols is posted on the board’s website.  
 
 
Theme #9: Programming Concerns: 
Educators expressed concern about shared space scheduling and wondered how 
programming would be affected. Parents sought answers regarding 
administration planning (specifically if the school would have a separate 
elementary and secondary principal and related administrative support). Many 
voices spoke about the importance of community use of schools (largely focused 
on gymnasium use) and access by community partners. Feelings of inequity 
between opportunities in Parry Sound and North Bay were expressed.  
 
While it is anticipated that the school will open in September 2025 to students, the final 
construction is expected to be completed in spring 2025 to allow educators ample time 
to move in and collaborate on routine planning and shared space accommodations.  
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All principals in publicly funded boards are qualified in elementary and secondary 
schools as per The Education Act. It is the responsibility of the school principal to 
ensure equity amongst elementary and secondary school administration, planning and 
programming. 
 
Community Use of Schools is a Ministry of Education initiative that supports access to 
school space outside of school hours for not-for-profit and for-profit groups. It is the 
policy of the Near North District School Board to make available to the community the 
Board’s school buildings, facilities and grounds provided use does not conflict with 
regular school use and is economically feasible. Throughout the design phase, 
community use of the school has been intentionally prioritized. Spaces that would see 
the highest community use (for example- the gymnasiums, and cafetorium) are located 
proximal to the main entrance to support the public navigating quickly and easily to 
these areas.  
 
NNDSB administers public education to approximately 10,000 students across the Parry 
Sound District, a portion of Muskoka District and the Nipissing District. This unique 
makeup of distinct communities contributes to many rich opportunities within the school 
community. The Ministry of Education establishes the budget framework to guide how 
NNDSB allocates resources to support students. Often, this framework is enrollment-
driven, with additional funding provided in special circumstances for outlying areas. 
NNDSB will endeavor to continue to offer unique programming options, based on 
student demand. Through collaboration with local community partners, NNDSB students 
have enrolled in the Specialist High School Major (SHSM) program that provided 
opportunity to gain industry experience while completing high school.  
 
 
Theme 10: Governance Procedures 
Questions came forward regarding Board of Trustee policies and governance 
processes. The community requested information about how private sessions 
were conducted, and how this relates to the Board’s commitments to 
accountability and transparency.  
 
A key responsibility of any board of trustees is to develop and adopt policies that are 
based on the board’s vision and that provide a framework for implementation of the 
vision. The Education Act requires boards to develop and maintain policies and 
organizational structures that promote the school board’s goals. It is the responsibility of 
the Board of Trustees to monitor and evaluate how efficiently the board’s policies are 
implemented and how effective they are in achieving the board’s goals. Through By-
Law the Board provides direction and guidance to the trustees (and the 
public) with respect to their behaviour as publicly elected officials. The Bylaws for the 
Board of Trustees of Near North District School Board are posted on the board’s 
website, linked here for ease of reference.   
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The Education Act identifies the items eligible for private session discussion by trustees. 
In accordance with section 207, a meeting in Private Session may only be closed to the 
public when discussions relate to the security of the property of the board; the 
disclosure of intimate, personal or financial information in respect of a member 
of the board or committee, an employee or prospective employee of the board or a 
pupil or his or her parent or guardian; the acquisition or disposal of a school site; 
decisions in respect of negotiations with employees of the board; or litigation affecting 
the board.   
 
Private sessions may also be referred to as In-Camera Sessions. The decision-making 
process followed by the NNDSB Board of Trustees is outlined in Bylaw 106- Meetings in 
Private Session. If a private session will be held, it is identified on the Board or 
Committee meeting agenda. The session is limited to matters that meet the criteria 
discussion above and attendance is restricted to trustees and the resources they 
require. To the extent possible, report back publicly occurs in open session about what 
occurred during the private session. 
 
 
In Conclusion:  
In addition to the major themes discussed above, the Board received many positive 
comments from community members regarding their excitement for this project. NNDSB 
heard from community members expressing their support for the initial drawings, 
satisfaction with the consultation process, and appreciation for the board and architect’s 
careful considerations on the project. NNDSB will continue engaging with community 
stakeholders regarding build milestones. It is NNDSB’s intent, through ongoing 
engagement, to continue refining our communication strategies, to ensure it supports 
positive and productive relationships with the community.  
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 Our mission is to provide opportunities that empower all learners to develop their potential by providing diverse pathways which lead students to become model citizens 
who achieve life goals and contribute to the betterment of society. 

 

April 14, 2023  
 

 
Mayor Jamie McGarvey  
Town of Parry Sound  
52 Seguin Street 
Parry Sound, ON  
P2A 1B4 
 
 
Dear Mayor McGarvey and Members of Parry Sound Council: 

 
I write in response to your correspondence of March 14, 2023. Thank you for 
extending your congratulations. The role of the trustee is the highest democratically 
elected position focused on public education, which my fellow trustees and I hold in 
the highest regard.  
 
Near North District School Board (NNDSB) was pleased to meet recently with Parry 
Sound-Muskoka MPP Graydon Smith. At this meeting, MPP Smith suggested Council 
had remaining questions about the JK-12 build. At his request, we are once again 
writing to share the compendium of resources available to the public regarding this 
project. Kindly find a list below for review:  

• NNDSB has a dedicated page on the website, which can be found here 
• This area on the website includes the previous committee reports, minutes, 

and media releases.  
• The ARC process was reviewed by an external consultant, Ms. Lydia Dallip. 

This report can be found on the website here (Dallip Report).  
• The Community Feedback Report is a living document that rolls up questions 

submitted by staff and community members by theme. It has been updated 
several times and will be continually updated as new questions are received 
that aren’t already addressed.  

• As you know, the Board also presented to Parry Sound Town Council on June 
1, 2021. The meeting was recorded and put on YouTube- it can be found 
here. We thank you for including NNDSB’s presentation on the Town’s 
website here.  

• The architects (+VG) hosted a public presentation where the drawings were 
shared on June 8, 2021. The media release can be found here.  

• The Parry Sound Build Committee reports to the Board after each meeting 
with reports and minutes.  

o Minutes of June 3, 2021  

U
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 Our mission is to provide opportunities that empower all learners to develop their potential by providing diverse pathways which lead students to become model citizens 
who achieve life goals and contribute to the betterment of society. 

 

o Minutes of August 3, 2021 
o Minutes of November 2, 2021 
o Minutes of November 10, 2021 
o December 20, 2021 
o April 4, 2022 
o Minutes of May 4, 2022 
o Minutes of December 14, 2022 
o Minutes of January 12, 2023 
o Minutes of February 6, 2023 

• In addition to the formal Build Committee, there was a separate sub-
committee formed to lead the architect selection. Their work culminated in a 
recommendation to the Board on February 16, 2021. Please find the media 
release here.  

• The Board discussed public misinformation circulating about the project as 
noted in this Motion. In response, a report was presented at the December 
2022 meeting, which can be found here.   

• An updated site plan can be found here.  
• An updated floor plan can be found here. The board has also included a 

narrated walkthrough in a presentation video that can be found here.  
 

It is recognized that the Board of Trustees has issued previous correspondence to 
Council with much of this information, as the queries have centred around similar 
themes. Please accept the following more focused direction to facilitate locating the 
responses to your queries specifically. Note that the response is structured to follow 
Council’s Resolution 2023-014 to ensure there is no further confusion. 
 
 
“Whereas the West Parry Sound community continues to have concerns 
regarding the under sizing of the new Mega School” 

• For clarity, NNDSB is interpreting this as Council’s assertion that a “mega 
school” is too small. Please note that the school will be sized according to the 
current population data. The Ministry of Education is particular in its approval 
of square footage.  

• This is addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #6 and #7. 

• It is also discussed more heavily in Ms. Dallip's report posted on the board’s 
website via the link above. Specifically, please see the following quote located 
on page 3:  "The Ministry of Education requires that major capital projects 
such as new school construction be approved at every stage by Ministry staff. 
Throughout each stage, Ontario School Boards are required to provide any 
and all information and/or justification for a project”.  
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“Whereas the incorporation of portables or "Pods" into the design heightens 
these concerns” 

• Portables or in this case, hexpods, are used in years where enrolment exceeds 
the OTG capacity. Hexpods allow the flexibility of having additional space to 
accommodate students in years of higher enrolment; when enrolment dips, as 
expected through the enrolment projections, the students can be located within 
the main building and the hexpods can be closed and/or removed.  

• The use of temporary educational space is the solution to the Ministry of 
Education not approving permanent square footage that data shows will be 
underutilized in 10 years.  

• The six planned hexpods will provide an additional 4,500 square feet of 
temporary instructional space for 138 students. This is the only reasonable and 
allowable way to accommodate any temporary increased enrolment in 
anticipation of declining enrolment whereby permanent space would then be 
excessive.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #6.  

 
 
“Whereas parity for students across the school district in addition to 
population growth are factors that should be utilized when determining school 
sizes” 

• Spending per student capita and space per capita are not items NNDSB 
tracks, as administration does not look at these types of items by 
region/geography, since NNDSB is one board for the whole region.  

• In addition to enrolment projections to determine school size (as noted above), 
part of the Ministry's funding calculation is the use of Geographic Area Factors 
(GAF). The GAF considers geography and unique location needs. The Ministry 
has calculated the GAF for the Parry Sound build at a lower rate than the GAF 
used to calculate capital projects constructed in other regions of NNDSB.  

• NNDSB endeavours to provide parity for all its students where possible. 
Despite a lower GAF, the proposed JK-12 build will feature state-of-the-art 
spaces that incorporate award-winning designs.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #5. 

 
 
“Whereas schools are an integral part of supporting more growth and the 
Province's priority to build more homes” and “Whereas the August 2022 Smart 
Prosperity Institute's report projects a need for 1.5M homes across the 
province over the next 10 years, 3,200 of which will be required in the Parry 
Sound District”  
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• During the Municipality’s council meeting on January 10, 2023, Councillor 
Janice Bray offered the following quote, “If we’re going to have our economies 
growing, hopefully, that means that we will have our populations growing 
somewhat”. It is recognized that council is not aligned on the certainty of this 
influx.    

• As noted above, the Ministry only provides funding for new builds based on 
specific data available at the time of the funding request. One of the factors 
considered is the enrolment projections for the school. The enrolment 
projections are based on planning data from consecutive actual NNDSB grade 
enrolment figures, local municipalities and information obtained from the 
census, including population projections and birth data. School enrolment 
projections cannot be based on anticipated overall non-age-related population 
growth.  

• Additionally, population increase does not directly correlate to increases in 
school enrolment and NNDSB's enrolment only increases when school-aged 
students register with the English public school board, and not with other 
available options.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease 
of reference, please see Theme #7. 

• Additionally, Statistics Canada has noted:  
o Immigration trends show older immigrants form the vast majority of 

those immigrating.  
o Just over 1 in 10 recent immigrants were youth and young adults 

aged 15 to 24 (10.9%), 
o Children younger than 15 years of age, who may one day join the 

labour force, represented 17.1% of recent arrivals to Canada. 
 
 

“Whereas parity in terms of space per student and spending per student should 
be equitable for all students across the Near North school district” 

• As noted above, the Ministry has calculated the geographic area factor (GAF) 
for the Parry Sound build at a lower rate than the GAF used to calculate capital 
projects constructed in other regions of NNDSB. NNDSB endeavours to 
provide parity for all its students where possible.  

• Despite a lower GAF, the proposed JK-12 build will feature state-of-the-art 
spaces that incorporate award-winning designs.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #5. 

• It is further noted within Theme #3 that to date, there are still no offers of 
financial or in-kind support from any municipalities.  
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“Whereas, for example, the existing high school and schools in Nobel and 
McDougall have a total of five (5) gymnasiums, including four (4) standard and 
one (1) full size gymnasium; and “Whereas the new Mega School is planned to 
only have one gymnasium” 

• The design for the new JK-12 school includes a triple gymnasium, with a 
square footage estimate of 10,900 sq. ft. Currently, elementary students at 
Nobel Public School and McDougall Public School have a gym space that is 
approximately 2,100 sqr ft.  

• The triple gymnasium in the new JK-12 school will be split into a double 
gymnasium and a single gymnasium. The single gymnasium will be separated 
from the double gymnasium by a solid wall and will be dedicated to elementary 
students, with its own gym storage. A raised stage area for the music program 
will have retractable soundproof walls on either side which allows 
performances/assembly type activities to be viewed from either the student 
commons cafetorium side or the large double gymnasium, allowing elementary 
students the opportunity to stage presentations or performances, unlike in a 
normal elementary school design.  

• It is also recognized that the number of gymnasiums has little or no influence 
on gym access. Gymnasium access is driven by curriculum/program and 
commensurate gym scheduling. 

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #2.  

 
 

“NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Parry Sound requests 
the Board provide an analysis comparing space per capita and spending per 
capita for students in West Parry Sound and North Bay” 

• NNDSB endeavours to provide parity for all its students where possible. 
• As noted, the Ministry has calculated the GAF for the Parry Sound build at a 

lower rate than the GAF used to calculate capital projects constructed in other 
regions of NNDSB. Despite a lower GAF, the proposed JK-12 build will feature 
state-of the-art spaces that incorporate award-winning designs.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #5.   

 
 
“That the Board consider refurbishing the McDougall school for grades JK to 6; 
and That the new Mega School be used for grades 7 to 12” 

• To renovate or make a new proposal for two new schools, an accommodation 
review (ARC) would need to be submitted to the Ministry of Education for 
consideration. However, in June 2018, the Ministry introduced a freeze (a 
moratorium) on the initiation of new ARCs, meaning that no new development 
projects can be considered until such time as the moratorium is lifted.  

Page 213 of 219 



 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

 Our mission is to provide opportunities that empower all learners to develop their potential by providing diverse pathways which lead students to become model citizens 
who achieve life goals and contribute to the betterment of society. 

 

• Once the moratorium is lifted, it would take many years to revisit the situation, 
hold a new ARC (PARG) and secure a build, if the board were to be successful 
at securing a new build at all. 

• NNDSB is fortunate that approval for the new JK-12 school was obtained prior 
to the moratorium and is thus permitted to proceed. If the Board terminates this 
project, there is no ability to pursue other options.  

• As noted above, renovations to existing schools or constructing two buildings 
(an elementary and a secondary school) instead of the JK-12 school, would 
not be considered by the Ministry. The schools would remain 
underutilized, and funds would continue to go towards maintaining empty 
space, rather than being directed into student programming. Furthermore, 
future applications for funding would be looked upon negatively, based on our 
history of having declined funding that was previously offered for a new build.  

• This is also addressed as part of the Community Feedback Report. For ease of 
reference, please see Theme #4.   
 
 

“AND that a progress report is provided by the school board monthly” 
• Council can refer as frequently as needed to the information posted on the 

board’s website.  
• As a committee of the Board of Trustees, the Parry Sound Build Committee 

meets regularly and members of the public are welcome to attend as guests as 
their schedules permit. Information on attending is also posted on the board’s 
website.  

 
We hope this correspondence has been helpful in demonstrating NNDSB’s 
compliance with the Ministry of Education’s stringent research and approval policies 
based on the data and needs of the students in the Parry Sound region. After 
reviewing the significant documentation above, should there still be remaining 
questions, NNDSB welcomes further correspondence to this effect. We are pleased 
to see how our students and their families in the Town of Parry Sound are well served 
by an engaged municipal government. We look forward to celebrating the opening of 
this wonderful educational facility with you. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
__________________      
Erika Lougheed,        
Board Chair      
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CC: Craig Myles, Director of Education  
       NNDSB Board of Trustees   

Premier Doug Ford 
Minister of Education Stephen Lecce 
Minister of Municipal Affairs & Housing Steve Clark 
Parry Sound Muskoka MPP Graydon Smith 
Township of The Archipelago Reeve Bert Liverance 
Township of Carling Mayor Susan Murphy 
Municipality of McDougall Mayor Dale Robinson 
Township of McKellar Mayor David Moore 
Township of Seguin Mayor Ann MacDiarmid 
Municipality of Whitestone Mayor George Comrie 
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234-2023-1754 

April 6, 2023 

Good afternoon, 

Today, our government announced further action to tackle the housing supply 
crisis and reach our goal of 1.5 million homes by 2031. The Helping 
Homebuyers, Protecting Tenants Act is the latest in a series of steps our 
government is taking to increase housing supply and help more Ontarians find a 
home they can actually afford. 

Despite external economic challenges that are slowing down new home 
construction, including inflation and soaring interest rates, Ontario’s plan to build 
more homes faster is working – with the highest number of housing starts in 
more than 30 years in 2021 and 2022, and the highest number of rental housing 
starts on record last year.  

Details about the range of measures in our plan can be found in the news release 
here. 

As part of the plan, our government is introducing a new province-wide planning policy 
document that would provide municipalities with more flexibility, reduce duplication, 
create more homes in urban and rural communities, support local economies and create 
jobs while continuing to protect the environment (including existing Greenbelt 
protections), and public safety. It would also require coordination between municipalities 
and school boards to consider school and childcare needs earlier in the planning 
process, so that families moving to new housing can expect that local schools will be 
available for their children.  

Ontario is undertaking a 60-day consultation on the proposed new Provincial Planning 
Statement until June 6, 2023 https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-6813. 

In addition, the plan contains numerous actions to further tackle Ontario’s housing crisis, 
including: 

• A $6.5 million investment to appoint an additional 40 adjudicators and hire five 
staff to improve service standards and continue to reduce active applications and 
decision timeframes at the Landlord and Tenant Board. This increase more than 
doubles of the number of full-time adjudicators at the Landlord Tenant Board. 

…/2 

Ministry of  
Municipal Affairs 
and Housing   
 
Office of the Minister 
 
777 Bay Street, 17th Floor  
Toronto ON  M7A 2J3  
Tel.: 416 585-7000   
  
  

Ministère des 
Affaires municipales  
et du Logement   
 
Bureau du ministre 
 
777, rue Bay, 17e étage 
Toronto (Ontario)  M7A 2J3 
Tél. : 416 585-7000 

 

V
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• Proposed changes to make life easier for renters, with changes that would, if 
passed, clarify and enhance tenants’ rights to install air conditioners. We are 
proposing to further strengthen protections against evictions due to renovations, 
demolitions and conversions, as well as those for landlord’s own use.  

• Proposed changes to the Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, and Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing Act to support the proposed new Provincial 
Planning Statement as well as other housing supply priorities. 

• Doing more to protect first-time home buyers and their savings by expanding 
deposit insurance for First Home Savings Accounts held at Ontario credit unions. 

• We are exploring a cooling-off/cancellation period on purchases of new freehold 
homes, and a requirement that purchasers of all new homes receive legal advice 
on their purchase agreements when they make one of the biggest purchases of 
their lives – a new home.  

These and other related consultations can be found through the Environmental 
Registry of Ontario and the Ontario Regulatory Registry. 

Our plan was informed by AMO’s 2022 A Blueprint for Action and ROMA’s 2022 
Task Force Report on Attainable Housing and Purpose-Built Rentals. These 
changes build on our continued work to provide a solid foundation to address 
Ontario’s housing supply crisis over the long term and will be supplemented by 
continued action in the future. 

The housing supply action plan is the latest in a series of steps our government 
is taking to increase housing supply and help more Ontarians find a home they 
can afford. We look forward to continued collaboration with our municipal 
partners to create the homes that Ontarians need today, tomorrow and in the 
decades to come.  

Sincerely, 

Steve Clark 
Minister   

c. Chief Administrative Officer 
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PO Box 662     gbbr.ca 

Parry Sound, ON P2A 2Z1   @gbaybiosphere 

 

April 18, 2023 

 

Dear Mayor and Members of Council, 

Please join us on Thursday, May 11th from 4-6 p.m. at the Stockey Centre in Parry 

Sound as the Georgian Bay Biosphere (GBB) launches its Regional Climate Action 

Plan.  

 

The event will include refreshments, presentations, an industry showcase, and 

volunteer opportunities for the public to get involved in climate action. 

 

The Regional Climate Action Plan (RCAP) will inspire, encourage, and mobilize 

individuals and communities across the Biosphere region as they take climate action to 

collectively reduce GHGs.  

 

Please note that members of the Integrated Community Energy & Climate Action Plans 

(ICECAP) partnership will have their own Community Climate Action Plan which will 

outline the efforts that can take place in their respective communities. Together, efforts 

across communities will achieve the regional climate action we are striving toward. 

 

It would be wonderful to have representation from your Council and staff at this event! 

 

Please RSVP to the event by notifying Benjamin John at bjohn@gbbr.ca. 

 

To encourage participation, all attendees will be entered to win a countertop 

composter donated by FoodCycler. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Benjamin John,  

Climate & Energy Programs Manager 

W
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From: Minister, MECP (MECP) <Minister.MECP@ontario.ca>  
Sent: April 19, 2023 10:58 AM 
To: Minister, MECP (MECP) <Minister.MECP@ontario.ca> 
Subject: Save the date - Provincial Day of Action on Litter - (May 9, 2023) / Invitation à prendre date de 
la Journée provinciale d’action contre les détritus, le 9 mai 2023 
 

Hello,   
 

We are excited to invite you to save the date to celebrate the fourth annual Provincial 
Day of Action on Litter, taking place on Tuesday, May 9, 2023! Ontario’s annual Day of 
Action on Litter encourages individuals, students, municipalities and businesses across 
the province to work together to raise awareness about the impacts of litter and waste 
and take part in a litter cleanup. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us in promoting and supporting the 2023 Day of Action.  
  
Specifically, we welcome your support for a successful 2023 Day of Action by:  
 

• promoting public participation in a cleanup on Tuesday, May 9 or on the 
weekends surrounding the Day of Action on Litter and educate participants on 
the impact of litter and waste using your communications channels.  
 

• hosting a litter cleanup and inviting the public, volunteers, employees, or 
members to participate.  

 

• posting to your social media accounts on May 9, 2023 to officially recognize the 
day, using the hashtag #actONlitter, and follow us for more posts to share. 

 
The Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks will provide further resources 
to support the 2023 Day of Action on Litter shortly, including a litter clean up reporting 
form closer to the date.  
 
We know there is still more to do to reduce waste and litter and keep our land and water 
clean and healthy, and that Ontarians will do their part to make this happen. We hope 
you will help us continue to build awareness and to keep our communities clean! 
 
If you have any questions, please reach out to actONlitter@ontario.ca.  
  
Thank you for your support in working together to keep our province clean. 
 
David Piccini 
Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 

 

 

X
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